
 
 

FINAL MINUTES OF THE FAIRFIELD 
BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE, 

JANUARY 8, 2014 
2nd FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 
SULLIVAN INDEPENDENCE HALL 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Alyssa Israel, Andrew Graceffa, Betsy Gardner, Clifford Myers, Larry 
Ogren, Meg Capodanno, Cristin McCarthy Vahey 
 
ABSENT:  Kirstin Etela, Jack Franzen, Katina Wolfe 
 
ADVISORS PRESENT: Sarah Levy, Bill Hurley, Doug Fried, Bob Stone, Tom Corell, Sue 
McAteer, Duncan Keith, Bob Tota, Charles Case 
 
  
1. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 5:07 p.m. by Alyssa Israel, Chair.  
 
2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: The December 11, 2013 minutes were approved (Andy 

Graceffa moved, Clif Meyers seconded) with the following three amendments: clarification 
of III c. that $80,000 was for a sidewalk budget and $100,000 was capital funding, mainly for 
downtown; IV. Ms. Israel asked whether “Bike Route” (not “Share the Road”) signs could be 
put up on Unquowa Road; and VII. correction that Jessica Gerber is on the Board of 
Education and does not represent the PTA.  

 
3. STANDARDS OF CONDUCT, FREEDOM OF 

INFORMATION: Conflict of interest was deemed unlikely with this committee but if there 
are any questions, we will bring them up for discussion.  Cristin McCarthy Vahey and Andy 
clarified guidelines for email:  information is OK but not conversations.  Alyssa provided a 
primer on Robert’s Rules of Order and we discussed how items can be put onto the agenda 
(request to the Chair in advance of the meeting or at a meeting with a 2/3 vote). 

 
4. MILL PLAIN BIKE ROUTE EXTENSION  
 

a) Grant Update – Sarah Levy provided the budget for the two 
years of the grant.  We need to identify places for bike racks on the Mill Plain Bike Route 
and the money must be spent by June 30.  Andy suggested putting a few, notable-looking 
bike racks downtown.  Cristin advised that we need to discuss this with Mark Barnhart.  
We will talk about bike rack locations at our next meeting. 

 
 

b) Outreach to Lake Hills Association has not happened yet. 
 



c) Outreach to Sasquanaug Association – Doug Fried made a 
presentation at a meeting of the Sasquanaug Association with about 18 members in 
attendance. Of these, three had varied concerns about reckless bike riding and the 
cost/environmental impact of the Merritt Parkway Trail..  Doug invited them to come to 
our meetings.  The Sasquanaug Association will support extension of “…the existing 
bike route from the intersection of Mill Plain and Unquowa Roads to the center of 
Southport Village via Bronson Rd.;” their letter of support was included in the packet 
handed out at our meeting. 

 
There will be a Living Streets presentation by Sergeant Kalamaras from the Police Department at 
our next meeting.   
 
5. MARK FENTON EVENT:  Sarah Levy told us about Mark 

Fenton’s background (see www.markfenton.com) and that he wants to help us move active 
transportation and safety forward in Fairfield.  We need to decide when we want him to come 
(before the end of June).  Andy said that Mark’s 2012 presentation was fantastic and that 
Mark likes to dig into a problem.  Possible topics discussed included crossing the Post Road 
or Black Rock Turnpike or the Mill Plain/Carter Henry, etc. intersection (which, Bill Hurley 
informed us, is to be upgraded by spring).  Cristin suggested we look at where we left off 
after his last visit.  Alyssa suggested he meet with multiple groups; Alyssa will appoint two 
people to form a work group with Sarah Levy.   
 

6. MARKETING THE PLAN.  Andy moved to defer 
discussion.  Alyssa seconded.  
 

7. COMMITTEE LIAISON TO EAST COAST 
GREENWAY/MERRITT PARKWAY TRAIL ALLIANCE:  Alyssa asked for a 
volunteer; Andy agreed to be our liaison.  Bill Hurley passed around a photo of the East 
Coast Greenway signs that are proposed for the Shore Route (Pequot Avenue to Sasco Hill 
Road, Oldfield Road and Old Post Road).  Bill, Andy and Alyssa will keep the Committee 
updated on the East Coast Greenway. 
 

8. SHOVELING FOR SENIORS UPDATE:  Betsy spoke 
with Terry Giegengack in December.  Terry has written a description of the proposed 
program and will check it with the Town’s Risk Manager.  Andy had a question about piles 
of snow plowed onto sidewalks; he will send a letter to DPW. 
 

9. PROPOSED STANDING COMMITTEE CHARGE 
REVIEW: 

 
• Vision.  Clif wondered what are residents’ perceptions of 

Complete Streets.  Andy said we need to do more education, such as a presentation to the 
RTM. 

 
• Establishment, members, terms.  Cristin suggested that we 

talk with First Selectman Mike Tetreau about removing members after “failure to attend 



four consecutive meetings without good reason….” This language came from the Harbor 
Management Commission’s charge. 

 
• Although we agreed there should not be term limits, deciding 

on two- or four-year terms proved difficult; Clif suggested we defer further discussion on 
term length to the next meeting. 

 
• Powers and duties. Andy moved (Alyssa seconded) to change 

the language under the second bullet to “Monitor transportation and other projects to 
ensure that they are consistent with the proposed and/or adopted Complete Streets 
Policy.  (The words added are in bold.)  Passed unanimously. 

 
We will vote on the charge at the next meeting.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:49 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Betsy Gardner 
 


