
BURR GARDENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Thursday, April 25, 2019 
Sullivan Independence Hall, 9:00 a.m. 

First Floor Conference Room 
 
 
 

Call to Order 
Presiding Chairman Robert Twardzik called the meeting to order at 9:14 a.m.   
 
Present 
Robert Twardzik, Tara Backe, Laura Fasano, and Lisa Callahan.  
 
Absent 
Ellen Gould and Karen Winget.  Ex Officio members not in attendance were Michael Jehle, 
Director of the Fairfield Museum and History Center, and Jeff Minder, Town of Fairfield 
Tree Warden. 
 
Approval of March 2019 Minutes 
Ms. Backe moved that the minutes of the March 28th meeting be approved as written, 
seconded by Ms. Fasano and passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Mr. Twardzik reported that the April 24th film screening event was very well received 
with much positive feedback.  He thanked the BGAC committee members for the time and 
effort spent to help make it a success, noting special recognition for the extraordinary 
work done by Karen Winget to solicit sponsors, promote public awareness and organize 
all aspects of the event. 
 
Committee Reports 

a.   Grounds   
Nothing to report. 

 
b.   Master Plan Revisions 

Mr. Twardzik reported that he has not received the Master Plan revisions from 
Lisa Barton, although they are apparently completed.   The Committee discussed 
the necessity to receive the plans in order to move forward with the approval and 
planning processes.  After discussion, it was agreed that Mr. Twardzik should 
formally express the Committee’s sincere thanks and appreciation to Lisa 
Barton for her time and expertise in revising the master plan, request all 
BGAC files be forwarded to him and conclude involvement between the BGAC 
and Ms. Barton. 
 
Ms. Backe reiterated the need to review the revised master plan vs. a base plan 
depicting the current grounds of the property.  Ms. Fasano agreed to make 
copies of the base plan in her possession and distribute them to the 
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Committee members.  She will also mark the base plan changes to note trees 
and other plantings that she and Mr. Minder have identified as needing to be 
taken down.  Mr. Twardzik will provide an overlay to compare the base vs. 
proposed master plans. 

 
c.   Public Relations/Marketing 

A final accounting of the income and expenses from the April 24th film screening is 
not yet available but will be provided at the next meeting.  Thank you letters will 
be sent to each sponsor and entity that donated raffle items.  It was proposed that 
a logo be developed for the Burr Gardens that could be used in all future marketing 
materials.  Ms. Fasano suggested a local acquaintance with specific expertise 
in this area and will contact them about working with BGAC on this. 
 

  
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
None 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Backe made a motion for the meeting to be 
adjourned, seconded by Ms. Fasano and unanimously approved at 10:15 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Tara Backe 
Secretary 


