
BURR GARDENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE SPECIAL MEETING 
 

Friday, October 4, 2019 
Sullivan Independence Hall, 9:00 a.m. 

First Floor Conference Room 
 
 
 

Call to Order 
Presiding Chairman Robert Twardzik called the meeting to order at 9:14 a.m.   
 
Present 
Robert Twardzik, Tara Backe, Laura Fasano, and Karen Winget.  
 
Absent 
Lisa Callahan and Ellen Gould.  Ex Officio members not in attendance were Michael Jehle, 
Director of the Fairfield Museum and History Center, and Jeff Minder, Town of Fairfield 
Tree Warden. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Mr. Twardzik reported that at their August 7, 2019 meeting, the Board of Selectmen 
approved the new Burr Homestead Garden Master Plan with funding to be secured by 
BGAC through grants and private sources.  He also announced that a donation check was 
received from a private family foundation for the Burr Gardens restoration project.  BGAC 
focus will now center on strategies to fund the master plan. 
 
Mr. Twardzik suggested a potential candidate qualified to fill the open position on the 
BGAC.  He will follow up to determine interest. 
 
Committee Reports 

a. Grounds   
With the Master Plan approved, the committee discussed prioritization of the 
major design components and it was determined that the order of priorities should 
be: 1) reflecting pond with spout and Weeping Cherry trees, 2) walkways and two 
fountains, 3) sensory garden and lawn, 4) sculpture garden, 5) Penfield Road 
wall/fence and garden entrance, 6) garden lighting and 7) Summerhouse 
site/refurbishment and kitchen garden.  It was also agreed that irrigation should 
be added to the Master Plan. 

 
b.   Public Relations/Marketing 

Ms. Winget distributed copies of an August 23rd article in the Fairfield Citizen about 
the Burr Garden’s new master plan.  An article about the gardens will also appear 
in Fairfield Magazine.  BOS approval of the Master Plan was also communicated via 
a blurb on the BGAC website and in a town-wide email blast.  Ms. Winget 
distributed a draft BGAC Marketing Plan addressing the mission, history, goals, and 
strategies for public awareness and fundraising.   The committee reviewed PR and 
fundraising campaigns of other public garden organizations and refined the 
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marketing focus of the BGAC.  Ms. Winget will refine the plan documents and 
draft fundraising letters and levels. 
 
The committee discussed a possible date of May 1, 2020, for its first annual large-
scale fundraising event.  Ms. Winget will check with Allison Burress to see if 
that date is available. 

 
The committee discussed the need for a fresh, new ‘look’ for the Burr Gardens to 
launch its awareness and fundraising campaigns.  Ms. Fasano will approach a 
well-known local graphic design artist about drafting a new logo/letterhead 
for the Burr Homestead Gardens. 

  
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
None 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Backe made a motion for the meeting to be 
adjourned, seconded by Ms. Fasano and unanimously approved at 10:45 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Tara Backe 
Secretary 


