
BURR GARDENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Monday, October 22, 2018 
Sullivan Independence Hall, 10:00 a.m. 

First Floor Conference Room 
 
 
 

Call to Order 
Presiding Chairman Laura Fasano called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.   
 
Present 
Committee Members: Laura Fasano, Robert Twardzik, Tara Backe and Karen Winget.   
Guest: Lisa Barton, landscape designer.              
 
Absent 
Committee Members: Lisa Callahan, Jennifer Downing and Ellen Gould.  Ex Officio 
members: Michael Jehle, Director of the Fairfield Museum and History Center, and Jeff 
Minder, Town of Fairfield Tree Warden. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Tara Backe moved that the minutes of the May 14, 2018, meeting be approved as written, 
seconded by Robert Twardzik and passed unanimously. 
Tara Backe moved that the minutes of the September 10, 2018 meeting be approved as 
written, seconded by Robert Twardzik and passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Laura Fasano thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and reported that committee 
member Jennifer Downing, whose term will expire at the end of November 2018, will not 
seek to renew her term.  Ms. Fasano asked members to think about what skills are needed 
on the committee and suggest potential candidates who might want to serve on the BGAC 
in the future. 
 
Committee Reports 

a. Grounds 
Ms. Fasano reported that a small amount of money was left over from contributions 
for the Dan Caruso memorial.   This money will be used to purchase additional ilex 
to help screen the transformer from the view of Sullivan Hall.  It is hoped the ilex can 
be planted this fall. 

 
b. Master Plan Revision 

Ms. Fasano welcomed landscape designer Lisa Barton and thanked her for her work 
to update the Master Plan to provide an accurate ‘base plan’ for the Burr Gardens.  
Ms. Barton reported that she was fortunate to have found good research about the 
Burr colonial gardens, circa 1620-1836.  A presentation and lengthy discussion 
ensued about the plan.  Ms. Backe stated it would be helpful to have a base plan that 



shows exactly the current state of the garden as well as what changes are proposed 
to achieve the first phase of the garden improvements.  All were in agreement that 
this would be most helpful in order to move forward.  

 
c. Public Relations/Marketing 

Ms. Winget provided an update on the planning for a screening of the documentary 
“The Life and Gardens of Beatrix Farrand” at the Burr Homestead.  She will look to 
confirm a date in April with the film’s director, Karyl Evans, to provide an 
introduction.  Ellen Gould has volunteered to do graphics for promotion of the 
fundraiser.   Ms. Fasano will reach out to Tara Burke about helping with marketing 
for the event. 

 
d. Fountain 

Nothing to Report. 
 
Old Business 

Nothing to Report. 
 

New Business 
Nothing to Report.  

 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to discuss, Laura Fasano made a motion for the            
meeting to be adjourned, seconded by Robert Twardzik and unanimously approved at 
11:20a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tara Backe 
 
 


