
 
BURR GARDENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Monday, March 12, 2018 

Sullivan Independence Hall, 10:00 a.m. 
First Floor Conference Room 

 
 
 

Call to Order 
Presiding Chairman Laura Fasano called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.   
 
Present 
Laura Fasano, Robert Twardzik, Ellen Gould and Tara Backe.  
 
Absent 
Lisa Callahan, Jennifer Downing and Anna Taylor.  Ex Officio members not in attendance 
were Michael Jehle, Director of the Fairfield Museum and History Center, and Jeff Minder, 
Town of Fairfield Tree Warden. 
 
Approval of February 2018 Minutes 
Tara Backe moved that the minutes of the February 12, 2018, meeting be approved as 
written, seconded by Robert Twardzik and passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Laura Fasano thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and welcomed a member of the 
public in attendance: Leslie Parmiter, newly hired Manager of the Burr Mansion.  Ms. 
Fasano relayed that Jeff Minder has promised to plant the hawthorn trees behind the 
exedra this spring.  Kevin Fox (DPW Parks Superviser) has promised to let Ms. Fasano 
know when the spring clean-up of the Burr Gardens will take place.  Ms. Fasano read to all a 
letter received from Kathleen Griffin (Office of the First Selectman) requesting information 
for the Board of Finance regarding information on funds the Town manages but that don’t 
go through the budget.  Ms. Fasano will respond.  Lastly, Ms Fasano confirmed that Ellen 
Gould has agreed to head up Marketing & Graphic Design for the BGAC. 
 
Committee Reports 

a. Grounds 
Mr. Twardzik reported that a non-toxic dye product had been selected to treat the 
concrete bollards edging the Burr driveway.  The dye will be tested to best achieve 
the look of ‘aged moss.’  Ms. Fasano, Mr. Twardzik and Ms. Backe volunteered to 
perform the dying.  Ellen Gould offered to provide refreshments. 
 

b. Public Relations 
Nothing to Report 

 
c. Website 

Nothing to Report 
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d. Fountain 

Nothing to Report. 
 
Introduction of Leslie Parmiter, Manager of the Burr Mansion 
Ms. Fasano introducted Ms. Parmiter as the newly hired Manager of the Burr Mansion.  Ms. 
Parmiter shared some background information about herself and provided information 
about the Burr calendar of event bookings.  She will provide the BGAC with a copy of the 
calendar for planning purposes.  The BGAC shared with Ms. Parmiter the Master Plan for 
the Burr Gardens.  Ms. Parmiter stated the Fairfield Chamber of Commerce is holding their 
annual fundraiser at the Burr on April 18th.  Ms. Backe suggested this event featuring local 
businesses might be a good opportunity to raise funds for the Burr Gardens.  It was agreed 
that Ms. Parmiter would provide the Committee with the contact information for the 
event organizers, so this possibility can be pursued.  Ms. Backe requested that Ms. 
Parmiter share feedback from event organizers that might be useful in future planning for 
the Burr Gardens.  Ms. Fasano provided Ms. Parmiter with the BGAC 2018 meeting 
schedule and invited her to attend all future meetings. 
 
Old Business 
Further action is needed to address the following as discussed at the February meeting: 
 
Ms. Backe distributed a draft letter to the First Selectman asking for information on how 
the Burr is recognized from a tax standpoint so the Committee can better plan how to 
proceed with fundraising.  The draft was approved and the letter will be sent from Ms. 
Fasano and Ms. Backe.  Robert Mayer, Town Chief Fiscal Officer and Stanton Lesser, 
Town Attorney, will be copied on the letter. 
 
New Business 

(1) In order to help raise funds, it was suggested that a small fee specifically for the 
Burr Gardens be charged for each Burr event using the gardens.  Ms. Parmiter 
shared that she might like to add to all new Burr event contracts a fee for clean-up 
of the Mansion, and thought that a fee for the Gardens could possibly be instituted 
at the same time.  Ms. Parmiter will propose this fee to the BOS and report back 
to the BGAC.  

 
(2) It was suggested that the BGAC provide the Town with specifications for spring 

planting of annuals.  Ms. Fasano will draft a plan for placement, color and plant 
options, which will be shared with all BGAC members prior to Kevin Fox. 

 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to discuss, Tara Backe made a motion for the meeting to be 
adjourned, seconded by Ellen Gould and unanimously approved at 11:21 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Tara Backe 


