
BURR GARDENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Monday, February 12, 2018 
Sullivan Independence Hall, 10:00 a.m. 

First Floor Conference Room 
 
 
 

Call to Order 
Presiding Chairman Laura Fasano called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.   
 
Present 
Laura Fasano, Jennifer Downing, Anna Taylor, Robert Twardzik, and Tara Backe.  
 
Absent 
Lisa Callahan and Ellen Gould.  Ex Officio members not in attendance were Michael Jehle, 
Director of the Fairfield Museum and History Center, and Jeff Minder, Town of Fairfield 
Tree Warden. 
 
Approval of December 2017 Minutes 
Tara Backe moved that the minutes of the December 15, 2017, meeting be approved as 
written, seconded by Jennifer Downing and passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Laura Fasano thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  Ms. Fasano stated the desire 
to appoint BGAC members to focus on specific areas for 2018.  The following was agreed:  
Laura Fasano and Jen Downing will focus on Grounds, Lisa Callahan and Tara Backe will 
focus on Funding Options, and Robert Twardzik and Anna Taylor will focus on Special 
Projects (i.e. the fountain). The Committee will approach Ellen Gould to chair 
PR/Marketing & Graphic Design.  Ms. Fasano inquired whether committee members had 
suggestions for potential candidates who might want to serve on the BGAC in the future.  
Mr. Twardzik reported that he had preliminary conversations with two people who might 
be interested and will follow up with them.  
 
Committee Reports 

a. Grounds 
Spring clean-up and planting of annuals in the Burr Gardens is handled by the 
town (Kevin Fox).  Laura Fasano will talk to Mr. Fox about the possibility of the 
BGAC guiding the selection and planting of annuals.  She will also inquire whether 
there is any money budgeted by the Town to replace dead items in the garden.   
 

b. Public Relations 
Nothing to Report 

 
c. Website 

Nothing to Report 
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d. Fountain 

The fountain project has been put on hold due to a lack of funding.  Ms. Taylor 
asked if there was an estimated cost for completion of this project; Ms. Fasano 
stated it would cost approximately $10,000. 

 
Old Business 
Further action is needed to address the following items as discussed at the December 
meeting: 
 

(1) Funding is necessary for the BGAC to attain results.  Many ideas have been 
suggested for funding options however the committee needs guidance/input from 
the Town to determine what options might be feasible.  Ms. Backe will draft a 
letter to the Board of Selectmen asking for their input on several funding 
options.  The draft will be sent to all BGAC members for review and comment 
prior to sending to the BOS. 
 

(2) The bollards should be treated this Spring.  Anna Taylor will research eco-
friendly stain options and propose a final product to the committee.  Mr. 
Twardzik will select a final color.  

 
New Business 
It was suggested that we try to engage the community to increase awareness and use of 
the Burr Gardens outside the scope of events held at the Burr Homestead.  Ideas 
mentioned were a farmer’s market, plant sale, and a meet & greet. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to discuss, Tara Backe made a motion for the meeting to 
be adjourned, seconded by Jennifer Downing and unanimously approved at 10:58 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Tara Backe 


