
 
 

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY COMMISSION 

Minutes 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFX_jJ5RncA 

 

 

A regular meeting of the WPCA was held via Webex at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 23, 

2020. 

 

Present:  Gerry Alessi, Joseph D’Avanzo, Quinn Degner, Christian Dockum, Mark Elletson 

Absent:  Nancy Lefkowitz 

 

Also Present: Interim Public Works Director Brian Carey, Wright Pierce Consultant Dennis 

Dievert, Larry Edwards-J. Edwards & Associates LLC, Dr. Lee, WPCA Superintendent William 

Norton, Joseph Pereira-Pereira Engineering, WPCA Administrator Chris Rogers, Chris Russo, 

Robert Scinto Sr.,  Robert Scinto Jr., Robert Wheway-Codespoti & Associates PC 

 

I.      CALL TO ORDER   The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m.    

      

II. BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. Approval of August 26, 2020, Meeting Minutes 

 

Christian Dockum motioned to approve the Minutes of August 26, 2020. Quinn Degner seconded 

the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

 B.  Discussion on 2020-2021 Sewer Bills 

 

Mr. Rogers confirmed the Department received notification today that the Sewer Bills including 

the 150 sewer bills which had to include an insert explaining Aquarion could not read their meters, 

will be mailed out Friday, September 25th to Fairfield residents.  These bills are anticipated to be 

received by Monday or Tuesday next week. 

 

III.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

  A. To consider and act on a request by Pereira Engineering, representing R.D. 

 Scinto to line 160’ of 21” sewer main from the 185 Thorpe Street project to the 

 existing Man Hole in the rear of Ruane Street. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFX_jJ5RncA
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Mr. Rogers clarified the history of the project. He said original proposal came in 2017 and the 

developer agreed to contribute $100,000 toward needed repairs to the line. The project scope 

changed in 2019 and the developer agreed to make the improvements under his scope of work. 

The developers are proposing to line that section of pipe. Mr. Rogers reviewed camera footage 

from 2011 that revealed a possible “sag” in the line. Mr. Pereira explained the rationale for pipe 

lining. Mr. Norton said lining the pipe will not help and the liner won’t address the sag issue.  Mr. 

Rogers said 30% of Town’s flow goes through that line including Southport and the entire west 

side of Town. Conservation was made aware of this problem in 2017. Mr. Scinto remarked that if 

they attempt to replace the pipe there is unknown risk in digging up a huge conservation area. He 

thinks putting the liner in the pipe is the best case scenario and the least destructive process. If it 

doesn’t work Mr. Scinto committed to the developer going in and do the necessary work, but lining 

is the best fit for the situation right now. Mr. Roger said in 2011 they were able to CCTV 166’ of 

the 415’ long pipe and had to back out. The process began at the manhole in the back of Ruane 

Street. Once in the manhole the camera submerged underwater and the view never showed the top 

or crown of the pipe and was never above the water level. The record shows the pipe was installed 

during the 1950’s.  Staff recommended “re-CCTVing” the entire line. Mr. Elletson noted that there 

has been discussions over the years to replace the pipe. He indicated the Commission does not 

have enough information to make the best decision as we need to know the structural integrity.  He 

said we have some diligence to do as it goes under conservation land. The department will work 

with Mr. Scinto to scope the pipe and have a discussion on the best course of action going forward. 

 

 B.  Discussion regarding Pipe Corrosion at Mill River Pump Station and possible pipe 

 replacement. 

 

Mr. Norton reported corrosion on the pipe. The Department had engineers Wright-Pierce examine 

the pipe and their analysis confirmed corrosion. A dehumidifier was installed to prevent further 

corrosion. Mr. Norton doesn’t recommend to replace the pipes as the entire pump station is 

scheduled for replacement in two years. Mr. Dievert added Wright-Pierce identified the pipe issue 

and slated that pump station to be updated in 2024. Mr. Dievert suggested Mill River and Fairfield 

Beach pump stations are the next to be upgraded. He agreed the most cost effective solution is a 

portable dehumidifier to be replaced every few years instead of installing an elaborate system. Mr. 

Norton indicated the Mill River pump station is in very good condition except for some corrosion 

and work is strictly rehabilitation. Mr. Dockum asked if we invested in the $50k quote would we 

be able to push off the complete overhaul of the pump station and potentially push it 10 or 15 years 

out based on the equipment condition. Mr. Norton noted $50k is probably a low figure and would 

estimate double to cover everything. He said replacing the pipes is only one part of the system and 

there are many other components to be replaced in the future. Mr. Norton acknowledged it’s a 

difficult question to answer. Mr. D’Avanzo inquired about an opposite scenario, if we moved the 

replacement of the pump station to 2021 do we have the capacity to do it.  Mr. Norton said it would 

take Wright Pierce 6-8 months to design. He and Mr. Dievert agreed we’re not in an emergency 

situation. Mr. Dievert said the idea is to plan ahead and it should be one of the future projects to 

consider after some others. Mr. Elletson appreciated the pro-activeness of all. 

 

 



WPCA September 23, 2020 Page 3 of 4 

 

 

 

IV.    OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. To consider and act on a request by Codespoti & Associates to connect 17 units 

 with 34 bedrooms at 888 Oldfield Road to the Fairfield Sewer System. 

 

Mr. Elletson said the department was concerned whether we had the required rain events. Mr. 

Rogers reported the new calculations were made to gallons per day and two significant rain events 

occurred. He confirmed they fulfilled their obligation. 

 

Mr. D’Avanzo motioned to approve the application to connect 17 units containing a total of 34 

bedrooms at 888 Oldfield Road to the Fairfield Sewer System. This motion is contingent on the 

approval of final plans by staff and payment of the calculated I&I fees upon pulling the building 

permit. Further this approval will be valid for a two-year period of the date of this motion. If the 

permit is not issued the applicant shall submit a request to the WPCA Commission for subsequent 

consideration. Mr. Alessi seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 5-0. 

 

B.  Discussion with J. Edwards & Associates regarding 15 Unquowa Road and 

 possible conceptual plan to upgrade sewer main to 10” from Sanford Street to 

 Reef Road. 

 

Mr. Rogers met with the development team and discussed the possibility of upgrading the line 

from an 8” to a 10” line. A potential solution would be an upgraded 10” line that goes through 

Sherman Green. Mr. Edwards explained the proposal which would increase the line capacity from 

the end of Sanford Street, going directly across the Post Road and going down to Reef Road. It is 

about 190’ of new 10” pipe and increased capacity on Unquowa Road and all connections on the 

Post Road that ties into line. Mr. Russo, attorney for property owner, indicated the actual project 

is going through some changes from what was presented last time. There is balancing of usage 

between commercial and residential.  Increasing commercial will result in a slightly different plan. 

Mr. Rogers said they had a meeting discussing the oil separator as well. Mr. Edwards indicated 

the project will install a storage tank with an alarm to handle the expected garage runoff.   

(Previously the developer was told a sump pump connected directly to the Town sewer system was 

against policy). Mr. Rogers said the development team should investigate based on utilities and 

elevation. There is a possible KV line that limits drainage capacity in that area will be an issue. 

Dr. Lee (property owner) asked about costs and Mr. Rogers estimated about $250 per linear foot, 

if there is rock or ledge the cost increases significantly. Dr. Lee inquired if it would make sense to 

upgrade to a larger (i.e.12” pipe). Mr. Rogers indicated no because the connecting pipe 

downstream is 10 inches. Mr. Elletson remarked there is not enough information to vote.  

 

V. UPDATE ON CURRENT PROJECTS 

 

 A.   See backup – Mr. Rogers and Mr. Norton identified the status of projects. 
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VI.    STATUS UPDATE ON SEWER BYPASSES – none. 

 

Mr. Rogers reported odor complaints the Department received from a Post Road hair salon in 

Southport. After investigation it was determined a Southport landscaper waters his large field at 

night and the water runs off into Post Road. It is clean water but organic runoff is causing the odor. 

There is no drainage in that area and it drains into our manhole. The Department spoke with 

landscape owner as well as the State regarding the matter. The State is addressing. 

 

VII.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mr. D’Avanzo motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:43 p.m. Mr. Alessi seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously, 5-0. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 


