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WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY COMMISSION 

Minutes 

 

A regular meeting of the WPCA was held via Teleconference at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 

August 26, 2020. 

 

Present:  Gerry Alessi, Joseph D’Avanzo, Christian Dockum, Mark Elletson, Nancy Lefkowitz 

 

Absent:  Quinn Degner 

 

Also Present: Wright Pierce Consultant Dennis Dievert, Larry Edwards, WPCA Superintendent 

William Norton, WPCA Administrator Chris Rogers, Chris Russo, Robert Wheway-Codespoti & 

Associates 

 

I.      CALL TO ORDER   The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.    

      

II.    PUBLIC HEARING 

 

 A.  Draft Resolution:  To consider and act on setting the sewer user fee for the current 

year at $4.45 per CCF.  Bills are to be calculated using the Aquarion Water Usage 

data for five months from the previous year, December 2019 through April 2020, 

multiplied by 2.4 to represent a full year’s water usage. 

 

 Note:  1 CCF = 100 cubic feet of water used = 748 gallons 

 

Mr. D’Avanzo walked the Board through the projected cash flow if they were to leave the rate flat 

at the current rate of at $4.45. Based on this rate, times the 2020 usage, $6,796,559 would be 

generated.  In addition, another $10,000 would be generated for the 110 accounts which Aquarion 

is unable to read the meters. The proposed revenue would be enough to cover the $5.7M 

department budget and service the Bond floated to cover the two SHU projects; the pumps and the 

main force. The combined expense of the Department Budget and Bond Service is $6M. In 2021, 

Metro Center is projected to cost 6.3m. An additional $382,000 would be needed to cover the 

servicing on that Bond. Total expenses to cover the department budget, the SHU project Bonding 

and the potential for the Metro station Bond would total $6.382M.  The proposed $6,796M would 

cover with a buffer of $400,000. In addition, an additional $1M is due from SHU to cover their 

commitment for the pump station.  

 

Mr. Rogers said we need to come up with a policy or agreement to address the accounts whose 

meters were unable to be read.  Proposed was a three-year average or use the highest annual charge 

for the preceding three year period. Mr. D’Avanzo asked to Mr. Rogers to explain. He said the 

Staff received a list from Aquarion, for the unread accounts. The staff then calculated a three year 

average comparing to the highest annual bill for the last three years.  He said we have to put 

verbiage into bill when we mail out so the homeowner understands how we calculated the charge. 

Mr. D’Avanzo clarified and said he was talking about setting of rates and what Mr. Rogers is 
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talking about is for the account where meters could not be read. We need a different calculation as 

to how to charge to charge them and methodology.  Mr. Elletson said one is $7M (rate issue) and 

other is a $10,000 (exception Billing) issue.  The unread accounts issue was left to Staff to 

determine.  Staff recommended using the three-year average to be consistent with past practice. 

Ms. Lefkowitz said to keep it simple since it’s a small difference of the three year average and the 

highest rate of last year number. 

 

Gerry Alessi motioned to keep the rate the same as last year. Nancy Lefkowitz seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously, 5-0. 

 

B.  To consider and act upon a revision to the current Inflow and Infiltration (I&I) 

Abatement Policy and Rate Structure.  The proposed rate is $4,250 per single family 

dwelling unit for developments which result in increased sanitary sewer flows into the 

Town of Fairfield sewer system. 

 

Mr. Elletson referred to a memo breaking down the fee for a studio, one bedroom, two and three 

bedrooms. Mr. Rogers said it comes out to $22/per gallon for projected use. The new proposed 

I&I fee is $22/per gallon. 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to raise the I&I rate to $4,250 for single family dwelling unit for 

developments which result in increased sanitary sewer flows. Gerry Alessi seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously, 5-0. 

 

III. ADJOURN PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Nancy Lefkowitz motioned to adjourn the Public Hearing at 7:47 p.m.  Joseph D’Avanzo 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 5-0. 

 

IV. BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

A. Approval of July 22, 2020, Meeting Minutes 

 

Nancy Lefkowitz motioned to approve the Minutes of July 22, 2020. Christian Dockum seconded 

the motion which carried, 4-0-1. (D’Avanzo, Dockum, Elletson, Lefkowitz in favor and Alessi 

abstained). 

 

V.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

  A.  To consider and act on a request by Codespoti & Associates to connect 17 units 

with 34 bedrooms at 888 Oldfield Road to the Fairfield Sewer System. 

 

Mr. Rogers indicated the report came in early last week and he has reviewed it and the applicant 

has completed the flow monitoring.  The applicant calculated the data in cubic feet per second and 

Staff prefers the data in gallons per day to stay uniform with past projects.  Staff indicated that 

they need more time to review the application.  
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Mr. Wheway said they have no issues to changing the summary tables to gallons per day and 

further explained the project. They propose six buildings, three triplexes and one duplex with a 

total of 24 bedrooms and based upon the flow rates, they are looking at about 3,300 gallons per 

day coming from project. They didn’t offset for the existing two homes and believe the calculations 

are conservative. The monitoring was done at two sites and the analysis at both locations indicate 

there is ample capacity. Codespoti & Associates were brought in after flow monitoring was done. 

Monitoring was completed between March 17 through March 25, 2020. Looking at data it didn’t 

appear there was any substantial rainfall during this time. Mr. Rogers said there were two rain 

events during that period that’s why they pulled the meters out. Mr. D’Avanzo asked when the 

owner is planning to break ground. Mr. Wheway said it is in the process of getting plans through 

other town agencies. They began the process with WPCA and then will go to Zoning. He is not 

sure if he has to go through Conservation since there is no inland wetlands but tidal wetlands do 

exist, which is a DEP jurisdiction. Mr. Elletson is looking forward to the final submission. Mr. 

Wheway will resubmit with recalculations and they will discuss and review at next month’s 

meeting. 

 

VI.    OLD BUSINESS 

 

          A.  Consider and act on a request by J. Edwards & Associates to connect 40  

                apartments with 45 bedrooms at 15 Unquowa Road to the Fairfield Sewer 

                System. 

 

Mr. Rogers gave an update on the application. WPCA requested Wright Pierce to determine 

whether there is adequate capacity.  The plans previously submitted to the Commission dated 

February 22, 2020, did not show basement plans. The additional submitted plans include a sump 

pump and oil water separator that are connected to the sewer system which will add to the line. 

Mr. Rogers indicated a sump pump connected to the sewer system has never been approved. There 

is significant flooding issues in the area and we don’t know how much flow will be added to the 

system. Wright Pierce is saying the sewer is at 75% capacity, good engineering practices is to keep 

it at or below 80%. Mr. Elletson said he never recalled approving a peaking factor of 2.5. Mr. 

Rogers researched rain events from last March and there has been 10 rain events of an inch and a 

half or more. If we were to get a 3 inch rain event it is almost double what was calculated in flow 

monitoring. Wright Pierce has identified it as a risk. Mr. Edwards said we are going off what 

WPCA said is 80%. He said the Sump connection to the sewer are under overhead cover per DEP, 

and the sump pump connection would only involve runoff from cars parked in garage. 

 

Mr. D’Avanzo said he heard there were two levels of parking. Mr. Edwards replied no; there are 

two levels of parking one at grade and one at basement level. Mr. D’Avanzo asked why won’t 

additional runoff come from street. Mr. Edwards indicated only the garage runoff would be 

directed to sump the other area is covered.  Mr. Rogers asked what they will do if they get a large 

rain event and their basement fills with water. Mr. Edwards said they will have to pump out into 

the storm drainage not the sanitary sewers and that would be an emergency situation not a standard 

operating situation. He said the architects said it will be a sealed basement that won’t have any 

drainage required. Ms. Lefkowitz said it does flood there quite a bit. 
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Mr. Elletson read Wright Pierce report dated August 7, 2020. Mr. Dievert replied it should be 

pumped to storm drain not sewer. He explained the surcharging; whether the development 

connects or not there is potential for issues during extreme wet weather. The impact of this 

particular connection won’t affect the chance it is the fact that the pipe is almost at capacity and 

the entire line should be investigated further not specific to this connection. Mr. Rogers said in 

their application they submitted an architectural drawing which shows one bedroom plus a den. 

The flow monitoring calculation is for one bedroom units and Staff fear the one bedroom plus the 

den could potentially become a two bedroom and potentially add to the flow to the system. Mr. 

Russo responded that would be a zoning violation and our approval would restrict that. Mr. 

D’Avanzo asked to get an estimate to replace the 8” line and how long it would take. Mr. Rogers 

responded they we could get an estimate next month. Mr. Rogers informed them there are a lot of 

utilities crossing the Post Road and a substantial amount of infrastructure involved.  

 

Mark Elletson motioned to approve the 40 apartments with 43 bedrooms application. Joseph 

D’Avanzo seconded the motion which failed 2-3. (Allessi, Dockum in favor and D’Avanzo, 

Elletson, Lefkowitz opposed).  

     

           B.  Discussion on Class 2 food establishments to require a grease trap. 

 

Mr. Rogers contacted the State and established WPCA has jurisdiction to classify restaurants. Staff 

determined which restaurants have grease traps and which do not. The State said most 

municipalities went to Class 3 and 4. We still have Class 2, 3, 4 and a waste permit. It is their 

thought to remove the waste permit which is not a money generator and classify the Class 2 

restaurants that have grease traps as Class 3 and 4 to streamline. The restaurants are required to 

submit grease receipts and are 75% in compliance with the new process. Mr. Alessi inquired about 

food trucks. Mr. Rogers indicated many are coming from out of town. We don’t know if they’re 

disposing of their grease where they are licensed with the Health Department. Ms. Lefkowitz said 

it’s something we should work through. Mr. Rogers said we have to work with the Health 

Department to come up with a solution. Mr. D’Avanzo said they are probably putting it down a 

storm drain, we want it disposed of properly. Mr. Rogers will check if we have control over and 

research what other towns are doing to monitor and control. 

 

           C.  Discussion on Waived FOG Permits – discussed in Item B. 

 

VII. UPDATE ON CURRENT PROJECTS 

 

 A.   See backup – Mr. Rogers identified the projects. 

 

Mr. Rogers will add the three additional projects. The 8” pipe on Unquowa and Post Road and the 

8” pipe on Stratfield Road to the project list at Mr. D’Avanzo’s request.  The third new project 

(the pipe lining under Ash Creek) is part of the East Trunk Wetlands Crossing. 

 

 Mr. Rogers received code review for SHU hockey rink and will come back to the Commission for 

approval. 

 

There was discussion on the 8inch pipe in Stratfield area and whether SHU should repair and 

obtain estimates.  
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VIII.    STATUS UPDATE ON SEWER BYPASSES 
 

Mr. Norton said there were two small ones. One was on Old Post Road in Southport at the fitness 

center. There was some grease, which Staff is are trying to identify.  The other is on Garden Drive, 

a root problem in the line. There is an easement under deck which needs to be addressed. Staff is 

speaking with Attorney Baldwin tomorrow. 

 

IX.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mark Elletson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:52 p.m. Nancy Lefkowitz seconded the 

motion which carried unanimously, 5-0. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 


