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WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY COMMISSION 

Minutes 

 

A regular meeting of the WPCA was held via Teleconference at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 

22, 2020. 

 

Present:  Joseph D’Avanzo, Christian Dockum, Mark Elletson, Nancy Lefkowitz 

 

Absent:  Gerry Alessi, Quinn Degner 

 

Also Present:  Interim Public Works Director Brian Carey, William Fitzpatrick, Esq. 

representing Black Rock Realty, LLC, WPCA Superintendent William Norton, WPCA 

Administrator Chris Rogers 

 

I.      CALL TO ORDER   The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m.    

      

II.    BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A. Approval of June 24, 2020, Meeting Minutes 

 

Christian Dockum motioned to approve the Minutes of June 24, 2020. Joseph D’Avanzo seconded 

the motion which carried, 2-0-2. (D’Avanzo, Dockum in favor and Elletson, Lefkowtiz abstained). 

 

III.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

  A.  Discussion and recommendations on Class 2 food establishments to require a   

     grease trap. 

 

Mr. Rogers reviewed the Class 2 Restaurant list and the Food Establishment Classification Table. 

He reported the State changed the Class 2 restaurant requirements and that most restaurants do not 

have grease traps which cost about $8,000. The Class 2 restaurant list was generated by the Health 

Department. The classifications are based on food preparation. He advised we revisit the list and 

use our judgement based how much grease is produced. Mr. D’Avanzo asked if the State is 

considering all the Class 2 restaurants listed and do we have the authority to require them to use a 

grease trap. Mr. Rogers replied yes we can make the judgment call. 

 

Ms. Lefkowitz recommended postponing the item. Mr. Elletson caucused amongst the group to 

get a sense of the body. Mr. Dockum questioned how we establish a fair way to determine how 

much grease the restaurant is creating. Mr. Elletson said in the past they have presented their menus 

and we allow a waiver. He agreed with Ms. Lefkowitz and that we need to understand the legalities. 

He will present a proposed process in August. 
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          B.  Discussion on Waived FOG Permits. 

 

Mr. Rogers gave a brief background on the FOG Permits and the thought was not to charge for the 

permit in the future. Mr. D’Avanzo asked if we have the legal authority to wave permits and 

remarked that it is similar to the Class I restaurants. Mr. Rogers said we can review the State 

classifications.  Mr. D’Avanzo stated the Health Department definition seems different than 

WPCA needs. Mr. Rogers responded that the Health Department classifies based on food 

preparation not on grease production. The Health Department doesn’t have any interest in how 

much grease the restaurant is producing although WPCA does. Mr. Dockum added we need to 

have an established set of criteria in order to determine which establishments need to have a grease 

trap. Mr. Elletson noted we need to sort out responsibility, fee structure and ordinance for August. 

 

IV.    OLD BUSINESS 

 

          A.  Consider and act on a request by J. Edwards & Associates to connect 40  

                apartments with 45 bedrooms at 15 Unquowa Road to the Fairfield Sewer 

                System. Item is being reviewed and will be presented at the August meeting. 

 

Mr. Elletson confirmed there is pipe constraint and discussed capacity. He said we don’t want an 

overflow or capacity constraint in that part of town. Building is occurring in areas of Town not 

anticipated and is happening more often with projects that don’t require zoning. 

          

           B.  Consider and act on a request by Black Rock Reality, LLC at 160 and 219 Ash 

                 Creek Boulevard to extend WPCA approval for an additional two year period. 

 

Mr. Rogers provided a summary. He reported three bid quotes were received varying in range from 

$80,000 to $134,000. The Commission approved to accept $150,000 to line the pipe and for 

construction purposes as well. Mr. D’Avanzo asked if there is a real need for an additional two-

year period and are there any other large projects anticipated within the two-year period. Mr. 

Fitzpatrick emphasized they need a two-year period because the developer has experienced delays 

with State permits. 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to allow Black Rock Reality, LLC at 160 and 219 Ash Creek Boulevard 

to extend for an addition two-year period with all other conditions that were stated as of July 2018, 

remaining in effect. Nancy Lefkowitz seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 4-0. 

 

           C.  Discussion on setting a new Inflow and Infiltration Abatement fee. 

 

Mr. Elletson gave the history of setting fees. He said we’ve come to realize over the last couple 

years doing infrastructure work is tricky and very expensive to remove I&I. Three proposed 

scenarios were reviewed including an inflation factor of 2-2.5% increasing over the next 2 to 2.5 

years in range of $4,141. There was further discussion on calculations. Mr. Elletson thought the 

report should be updated (in 2015, it was $4,100), and be more reflective of construction cost 

considering inflation. He requested Wright Pierce update the 2015 study. Mr. Rogers explained he 

added in gallons per day for a 3rd bedroom home. Mr. Elletson informed them they will vote on a 

revised I&I rate including a sewer use rate in August and then hold a public hearing after. 
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           D.  Discussion on Sewer Use Rate for 2020-2021. 

 

Mr. D’Avanzo recalled the discussion that began last month and the usage is about the same as 

last year $4.45 using the same logic the Town has used and not increasing the tax rate. He said we 

should not increase the sewer rate and went through the numbers. He said we would cover the 

gross amount of department expense and the bond servicing principal and interest for the two 

projects; the $6m plus SHU project which has already been bonded and the anticipated $7m Ash 

Creek project. He added $2m to make it $15m in bonding to cover other potential 2020 approved 

projects. We would cover completely using the $4.45 we currently charge leaving us with $91,000 

which would be going to the fund. In the past we attempted to increase the fund by $500,000. The 

down side is over the next few years we are going to have to bond $80m in Capital, we would have 

a significant jump. Our thought is to build slowly so we would have a reasonable amount of money 

so we could cover the Plant Upgrade. This year’s rate will generate $91,000 extra and cover the 

$400,000 difference between gross and net so it would cover $491,000. The Cash balance is $10m 

on reserve and go to approximately $10.5m if we maintain the $4.45 rate. 

 

Mr. D’Avanzo said the Plant in 2022 is the next largest Capital project on the waterfall. Mr. Carey 

said construction would be 8-10 years out. The discussion will be continued in August. 

 

           E.  Bill Norton to give follow up report on COVID-19 testing in wastewater. 

 

Mr. Norton reported Health Director, Sands Cleary doesn’t think the studies would help the Town.  

 

V. UPDATE ON CURRENT PROJECTS 

 

 A.   See backup – Mr. Rogers identified the projects. 

 

B.  WWTP Generator Mr. Carey said there is a change order for the generator and dirt clean 

up. 

 

C. Plant Hardening Project PCBs were discovered near the sheet wall. They’re reviewing 

data and will know scope of impact next week. The Town’s position with DEEP was 

discussed. The department is working with Tighe Bond and keeping the administration 

updated. It will not hold up the microgrid. Mr. Carey has submitted paperwork for all grant 

reimbursements. He offered a site visit to both the Plant Hardening Project and Easton 

Turnpike Pump Station to the Commission. 

 

H. East Trunk  The Commission would like the RFP on the August Agenda if staff is ready. 

Mr. Rogers is also looking for a grant for this project and will see if we can still get money 

from the Developer. 

 

The Commission asked that the 8” pipe by the movie theater and the 8” pipe on Stratfield Road 

are added to the Project List. 
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VI.    STATUS UPDATE ON SEWER BYPASSES – none. 

 

VII.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:57 p.m. Nancy Lefkowitz seconded the 

motion which carried unanimously, 4-0. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 


