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WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY COMMISSION 

Minutes 

 

A regular meeting of the WPCA was held via Teleconference at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 

24, 2020. 

 

Present: Gerry Alessi, Joseph D’Avanzo, Quinn Degner, Christian Dockum 

 

Absent:  Mark Elletson, Nancy Lefkowitz, Rob Scinto 

 

Also Present:  WPCA Administrative Assistant Carol Celone, Jason Edwards representing 

Unquowa Road, William Fitzpatrick, Esq. representing Black Rock Realty, WPCA 

Superintendent William Norton, WPCA Administrator Chris Rogers 

 

I.      CALL TO ORDER   The meeting was called to order at 7:36 p.m.    

      

II.    BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A. Approval of Meeting Minutes of May 27, 2020 

 

Christian Dockum motioned to approve the Minutes of May 27, 2020. Joseph D’Avanzo seconded 

the motion which carried, 2-0-2. (D’Avanzo, Dockum in favor and Alessi, Degner abstained). 

 

III.  NEW BUSINESS  

 

 A.  Consider and act on a request by The Country Club of Fairfield to release the    

     Bond for the Force Main project. 

 

Mr. Rogers reported the project was completed last month and requested a bond release. Ten 

percent will be retained by the Town for nine months. 

 

Gary Alessi motioned to approve the bond release. Christian Dockum seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously, 4-0.   

 

 B.   Review of F.O.G. Audit and recommendations. 

 

Mr. Rogers reviewed the 14 recommendations from the “Fats, Oil & Grease” (FOG) audit. Staff 

work toward solutions to insure the WPCA is in compliance. WPCA Staff needs to write a FOG 

Ordinance. The new software Permitting Program which is currently out to bid and once 

implemented should address a few audit points. Restaurants have to comply with the State 

mandated FOG Program to discharge into the sewer to prevent blockages and eliminate grease 

build up.  Mr. D’Avanzo recognized as the Sewer Department has a two-person staff there is not 

sufficient personnel to complete all the inspections identified in audit. Mr. D’Avanzo asked if we 

could potentially bring in a part-time consultant to work this year and possibly through next year 
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to cover the staffing gap. Mr. Degner asked whether any inspections were completed since 2012. 

Mr. Rogers indicated the department had a part timer in 2012 who has since retired. The 

Department recommends to do a new self-reporting system. The restaurants be required to show 

receipts (of grease disposal) to prove they are collecting grease.  Mr. Norton indicated the WPCA 

has a good program on preventative sewer maintenance to make sure there are no blockages.  The 

system had nine backups last year; two were attributed to grease in residential areas. The 

department has a process so that anytime staff will go into a restaurant the grease trap is inspected 

to catch any issues before grease can reach the collection system. Restaurants are supposed to keep 

quarterly records of the grease removal. 

 

 C.   Discussion on I&I fee and Sewer Use Rates. 

 

Mr. D’Avanzo explained this is the time the Commission reviews possible rate changes and will 

continue the discussion at the next monthly meeting. A Special Public meeting in September will 

be scheduled to set the sewer use rate for the following year. The last time the I&I rate was 

reviewed with the Commission was 2015.  The rate was increased at that time. Mr. Dievert 

(Wright-Pierce) made that original recommendation. Mr. D’Avanzo remarked we charge the same 

rate for a three bedroom as a two bedroom. Mr. Rogers said we could adopt another rate for a third 

bedroom. 

 

Mr. D’Avanzo said the Town has not raised Real Estate taxes this year because of the pandemic/ 

economic situation so we may consider not increasing sewer use rates. He ran the numbers and we 

would cover department expenses on a gross basis and also cover up to $15M bond expense 

principal and interest at 2% for 20 years by not adjusting the current rate. It will be the first year 

going forward paying interest on the SHU bond (approx. $6M). Another project, at the Metro 

Center is anticipated to start in the next 12 months which is estimated to cost $7M. Based on an 

assumption water usage is constant with current year usage, the current rate would cover gross 

department expense (approx$6M), bonding costs ($13M) and leave coverage for an additional 

$2M for further unidentified 2021 bonding. If the additional $2M in bonding was not needed, there 

would be an excess of $120K for the reserve.  Mr. Rogers said the water usage rate is almost flat 

this year to last. 

 

 D.   Review of preliminary water data for 2020 Sewer Use Billing. 

 

Mr. Rogers said we received the latest consumption report sooner than we have received in the 

past but there are still a couple more adjustment to be made, but at this point water usage is 

basically flat to prior year. 

 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 

 

 A.   Consider and act on a request by J. Edwards & Associates to connect 40            

               apartments with 45 bedrooms at 15 Unquowa Road to the Fairfield Sewer System. 

 

The original plan was to demo a mixed-use building with store front along Unquowa Road and 

add 40 units and retail space including a deli.  At this presentation, the project was changed - the 

possible deli tenant, may no longer be in the plan as well as a reduction by five in the number of 

bedrooms. The developer understands the sewer line that this project will connect the same line 
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being utilized by two “new” projects under development that have already received approval to 

connect to the 8 inch sewer pipe in the area. The Commission has concern that the capacity in the 

pipe in the area is not sufficient to handle peak loads for the three projects. The developer is 

inquiring what flow-level is acceptable to avoid the developer from the expense of replacing the 

pipe. This new proposal would bring the utilization calculation down to 79.9% usage (which is 

below the 80% typically acceptable as best engineering practice) and would submit new 

calculations to satisfy the Commission. 

 

Mr. D’Avanzo provided the background for the three projects in the area. The Commission has 

already approved two projects in that area. The Commission is concerned they have an 8” pipe in 

the downtown section of Town and they would be close/over 80% usage on that pipe. 

 

Mr. Rogers said by reducing the number of units, 35 one-bedroom and 5 two-bedroom, remove 

deli and there still would be retail space. They probably gain 1,300 gallons per day, best 

engineering practices don’t have more than 80%.  Mr. Edwards will schedule an appointment to 

review numbers with Mr. Rogers. 

 

Mr. D’Avanzo motioned to table to a date certain of July 22, 2020. The motion carried 

unanimously, 4-0. 

 

 B.   Consider and act on a request by Black Rock Reality, LLC at 160 and 219 Ash 

        Creek Boulevard to extend WPCA approval for an additional two year period. 

 

Mr. D’Avanzo gave background; in July 2018 we approved five buildings and a hotel by the Metro 

Station for a two-year period with the condition the developer would have to come back to extend 

the approval, if construction had not begun.  Mr. Fitzpatrick stated his client received Conservation 

approval in May 2019, and Zoning approval in May 2020. The conditional approval is running 

out. They have spent two years getting Town approval and now dealing with Covid-19 delays they 

are requesting a two-year permit extension.  

 

Mr. Degner asked if the project scope has changed since we originally approved it in July 2018. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick said there are still five residential buildings and a hotel. Mr. Degner asked the 

Department to provide how many other projects are coming up on the two-year mark considering 

the Covid-19 delays, Mr. Rogers will provide at the next meeting.  Mr. D’Avanzo asked Mr. 

Fitzpatrick how ready they are. He replied his client has other existing projects they have to deal 

with and there is a great deal of site work to do and are looking for some breathing room. Mr. 

D’Avanzo mentioned two other conditions of the approval; they would pay the I&I fee at the time 

of pulling the permit and that a fee would be paid for $150k when they pulled the first permit to 

reline the pipe along Ash Creek. His concern is by extending the permit, is pipe still going to cost 

$150k because costs continue to go up and is that still a good number.  Mr. Fitzpatrick said 

everything remains the same with the 120 room hotel and are hoping to get started in the next few 

months. 

 

Mr. Degner asked if you’re shovel ready why do you want a two-year extension? Mr. Fitzpatrick 

said we are still waiting for the Department of Transportation and Flood Control. He wants to be 

on the safe side since it took them two years to get this far and then adding the COVID-19 delays 

dealing with the State, companies and banks that are not fully staffed.  Mr. Alessi warned we could 
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be running into the same problem with this as we are with SHU.  Mr. Rogers suggested we get 

three quotes for the lining of the pipe for next month’s meeting and table until then so we can vote 

on next month. 

 

Gary Alessi motioned accept Mr. Rogers’ recommendation and table to date certain next of 

month’s meeting of July 22, 2020, and obtain three quotes to reline the pipe. Quinn Degner 

seconded the motion which carried, 3-1. (Alessi, D’Avanzo, Degner in favor and Dockum opposed) 

 

 C.   Discussion regarding MOU between the Town of Fairfield WPCA and Sacred 

        Heart University. 

 

Christian Dockum motioned to request First Selectwoman Brenda Kupchick sign the MOU 

between the Town of Fairfield and Sacred Hearth University that holds the Town harmless. 

Quinn Degner seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 4-0. 

 

 D.   Bill Norton to give update on Covid-19 testing in wastewater. 

 

Mr. Norton said they stopped the pro-bono testing now that there is a fee attached. They discussed 

whether it was worth it since the data is coming back roughly only 25% of people are tested and 

another 75% are identified through the wastewater. Mr. Degner asked what was the plan to do with 

the data and are we going to report it to the State. Mr. Norton replied it is just a data point and to 

keep in mind only 60% of the town is on sewers. Mr. D’Avanzo recommended that Mr. Norton 

contact the Health Director, Sands Cleary, tomorrow to see if the data provides him with valuable 

information.  

 

V. UPDATE ON CURRENT PROJECTS 

 

 A.   See backup – Mr. Rogers gave an update. 

 

VI.    STATUS UPDATE ON SEWER BYPASSES – no update. 

 

VII.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

Christian Dockum motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 p.m. Gerry Alessi seconded the 

motion which carried unanimously, 4-0. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei, Recording Secretary 


