
WPCA Commission 

Minutes 

  

 

A regular meeting of the WPCA was held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 24, 2019, in the  

First Floor Conference Room of Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield. 

 

Present:  Joseph D’Avanzo, Ronald Drew, Mark Elletson, Robert Scinto, Jr. 

 

Absent:  Edward Bateson, Quinn Degner, Christian Dockum 

 

Also Present:  Joseph Michelangelo-Public Works Director, Bill Norton-WPCA Superintendent, 

Christopher Rogers-WPCA Inspector 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Items 1 and 2 were taken out of order. 

 

3. Consider and act on a request by The Country Club of Fairfield to connect into the 

Town of Fairfield Sewer System. 

 

Mark Lancor of Dymar reviewed the flow monitoring report prepared by EST Associates, Inc. 

dated April 2019 which concluded a more than ample capacity in the existing sewer line that this 

will discharge into. Mr. Lancor noted the proposed sewer line will be a low pressure sewer 

system, powered by individual privately owned grinder pumps. The Club invited neighborhood 

property owners to attend an informational gathering but received no response; they will reach 

out again. There will be connections available if they elect to connect to the Town sewer system.  

Maps showing gas and water lines were examined. Mr. Lancor will work with WPCA Staff on 

some minor edits to ensure locations are acceptable and review technical aspects. They are 

presenting to Inland Wetlands for approval then P&Z.  Staff confirmed a potential subdivision 

would not affect the system and that there is plenty of storage capacity in the well. 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned approve the application for The Country Club of Fairfield to  

connect into the Town of Fairfield Sewer System contingent upon approval of final plans by 

Staff.  This approval shall be valid for a two-year period from the date of this motion. If the 

permit is not issued within this two-year period, the applicant shall submit a request to the 

WPCA for a subsequent consideration. Ron Drew seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously, 4-0. 

 

4. Consider and act on a request by Fairfield University for a new Alumni Hall 

Convocation Center    

 

David Frassinelli, Vice President of Facilities at Fairfield University, gave background on the 

building and proposed changes. Mr. Frassinelli said the current facility lacks air conditioning and 

is outdated. They propose to demolish and build on the existing site a new 3,500 seat venue 

which will have other necessary amenities.  It will house the Stags Club, additional toilets and 

replace old technology with new more efficient flushometers. They’ve kept the scale down to a 
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reasonable size.  There will be no kitchen or food prep onsite and will follow the same model as 

Rafferty Stadium by bringing in wrapped food.  A grease trap will be worked out if necessary. 

 

Walter Jobst, Engineer and Surveyor for Huntington Company, explained flow and usage fees. 

Mr. Jobst reviewed the current analysis with new calculations for the new town houses, new 

alumni hall and the school of business to tie into the sanitary sewer. The usage fee will be 

increased from 2,500 people to 3,500; a net increase of 1,000 people based on 5 gallons per day 

and an additional 34 for staff and athletes during games totaling an $88,000 fee. They have 

reviewed the calculations with Staff and revised the numbers based on comments.  It will 

increase flows on Round Hill Road and the maximum flow will increase by a quarter of an inch 

which is adequate to accommodate the increase. With the larger venue, they hope to play more 

games on campus and increase attendance. Mr. Michelangelo agreed with the conclusion that it 

has adequate capacity and flow data. 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to approve the application for a new Alumni Hall Convocation 

Center at Fairfield University based on the proposal and upon the following conditions: 

 

1.   Final plans shall be approved by WPCA staff. 

2. This approval will be subject to the I&I fee, to be paid before the signing of the 

Building Permit by WPCA staff and calculated at the current rate at that time.  

3.  This approval shall be valid for a two-year period from the date of this motion.  If the 

permit is not issued within this two-year period, the applicant shall submit a request 

to the WPCA for a subsequent consideration. 

 

Robert Scinto seconded the motion which carried, 4-0.  

 

1.   Approval of the minutes of the May 22, 2019 WPCA Meeting. 

 

Ron Drew motioned to approve the minutes of May 22, 2019.  Joseph D’Avanzo seconded the 

motion which carried, 4-0. 

 

2.   Approval of the minutes of the June 26, 2019 WPCA Meeting. 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to approve the minutes of June 26, 2019, as amended with 

grammatical changes.  Robert Scinto seconded the motion which carried, 4-0. 

 

5.  Status update on projects. 

 

 Plant Upgrade 

Mr. Michelangelo said the projected future flow numbers are now 2.5 years old. Wright-

Pierce will be updating the projected flows based on data and approvals since that time. 

No additional appropriations are not necessary as there is still money from the original 

facilities planning account. We will receive 55% reimbursement from the State for this 

work. 

 

 Hardening Project – The revised estimate will be presented to all boards for 

approval. 
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The Commission previously approved funding at the May 22 meeting. The CDBD-DG 

grants have now been finalized, and engineering costs were not included the previous 

approval. A revised budget sheet was included in packet. The item will be on BOS 

August 8 Agenda and then move onto the BOF’s and RTM.  In response to a question, 

Mr. Michelangelo said once funding is approved, any changes in boards and commissions 

will not affect or delay funding. 

  

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to approve $1,129,811 from WPCA fund balance to fund the 

WPCA’s portion of the total cost for the Construction of the Hardening, contingent on the 

Town approving a similar amount of funding.  This replaces and supersedes the previous 

dollar amount approved by the WPCA at the May 22, 2019 meeting.  Robert Scinto 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 4-0. 

   

 Easton Turnpike Pump Station Upgrade - The design phase continues and borings 

should be completed later this month, which will give us a better idea of how much 

rock needs to be removed. 

Mr. Michelangelo and the Town Attorney still have to meet with SHU and Wright Pierce 

to finalize agreement. The Department is concerned about ledge, some of the sections of 

downstream existing sewer mains will have to be upgraded in the size of pipe. Mr. Scinto 

and Mr. Elletson are concerned about timing, Mr. Michelangelo assured them they will 

meet the schedule. 

 

 East Trunk Inceptor Sewer Relocation - Cardinal Engineering is finalizing the plans 

and should have them to us by the end of August. 

Mr. Michelangelo stated it will go to bid in about 30 days. 

 

 Riverside Drive Siphon 

Mr. Michelangelo said the design agreement with Tighe & Bond has been signed and the 

design has begun. 

 

 East Trunk wetlands crossing from Metro Center to Kenwood Avenue 

Mr. Rogers said the I&I fee will more than fund the remaining section of 350 lineal foot 

section of pipe when and if the Metro Center gets develops. 

 

Robert Scinto motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 p.m.  Ron Drew seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously, 4-0. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 


