
WPCA Commission Minutes 

November 28, 2018 

 

 

A regular meeting of the WPCA was held at 7:30 p.m. on November 28, 2018 in the First Floor 

Conference Room of the Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield. 

 

Present: Edward Bateson, Joseph D’Avanzo, Christian Dockum, Ronald Drew, Mark 

Elletson, Robert Scinto 

 

Absent:   Quinn Degner 

 

Also Present:  Jim Kousidis-Kousidis Engineering, Joseph Michelangelo-Director Public Works, 

Bill Norton-WPCA Superintendent, Chris Rogers-WPCA, Michael Burtula, PE 

LS -Huntington Company, Attorney Ray Rizzio, Doug St. John 

 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. 

 

1.   Approval of the minutes of the October 24, 2018 WPCA Meeting. 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo motioned to approve the October 24, 2018, minutes. Christian Dockum 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

2.   Consider and act on a request for 5737 Park Avenue to connect into the Trumbull 

Sewer System due to no connection available in Fairfield. 

 

Joseph Michelangelo gave an overview of the area. The property is on the west side of Park 

Avenue, north of the Merritt and the new roundabout, but south of Toll House Lane. The 

Fairfield Town Line is the centerline of the road. There are no Fairfield sewers in the road, but 

there are Trumbull sewers. He would like to apply to Trumbull to connect because there is not 

Fairfield sewer on this section, which is the best alternative. Once we grant approval then they go 

before the Trumbull WPCA for approval. 

 

Mark Elletson motioned to accept the request for 5737 Park Avenue to allow the property to 

connect into the Trumbull Sewer System, if Trumbull subsequently deems appropriate. Ron 

Drew seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

3.   Consider and act on a request by Primrose CO’S, LLC at 4221 & 4267 Black Rock 

Turnpike to connect 204 residential units in 3 buildings along with a clubhouse into the 

Town of Fairfield Sewer System. 

 

Michael Burtula presented the item. He discussed their plans and gave a description of the 

property. There are three pieces to the parcel and this piece is the rear parcel. A medical building 

project on the property was approved on the front portion of this property 3-4 years ago. This is 

not associated with that project. This is a parcel commonly referred to as the “Plant Factory” 

property. Flow monitor site locations were discussed. The route of the Town sewer main goes 



south down Black Rock Turnpike, heads west just past Tahmore Drive, and basically parallels 

the Mill River several miles all the way to the Pump Station on Bronson Road.  Requirements 

necessary for various site uses were addressed. Mr. Burtula will email architectural drawings to 

Chris Rogers and provide the necessary flow monitoring results at a future meeting.  

 

No action was taken. 

 

4.   Consider and act on a request by Guedes Associates, Inc. at 5545 Park Avenue to 

connect 99 residential units into the Town of Fairfield Sewer System. 

 

Mr. Burtula gave an overview of the property which is just over two acres. The property is south 

of the Merritt Parkway, north of Jefferson Street. There was a house on the property which has 

been demolished that used septic. They have worked out an easement agreement with the 

Diocese to go through their property to tie in. The flow will enter the Town system on Weeping 

Willow Drive. 

 

Attorney Rizzio explained history and the challenges of the property. 

 

The proposed project will consist of mostly two-bedroom units. They don’t have an estimate of 

the proposed flow estimate for this project.  The timeline of the approval process was discussed. 

Conservation approved the project several years ago with a prior negotiation to build a medical 

building but the deal fell through. Mr. Elletson expressed concerns with the Easton Turnpike 

Pump Station. This is the one that is currently being contemplated for rehabilitation. The SHU 

expansion is expected to be online the summer of 2020 and the pump station needs to be on line 

at that time. Since this development also causes an overburden to this pump station, there should 

be a proportionate charge to this project based on their portion of pump station flow. Because 

there is a City of Bridgeport sewer on Park Avenue, the possibilities of the development 

connecting to Bridgeport were discussed. They will have a better understanding of what is 

involved after the flow results are received.   

 

No action was taken. 

 

5.   Consider and act on a request by Jim Kousidis representing 783 King’s Highway, LLC 

to connect a 9 unit condo into the Town of Fairfield Sewer System. 

 

Jim Kousidis prepared an I&I cost projection for the project. The project originally received 

P&Z for 17 units but has been scaled back to 9 units. He reviewed the background on the 

property. There had been an old office building that was demolished.  Mr. Michelangelo said he 

has reviewed the calculations and it won’t put a burden on the system. 

 

Ed Bateson motioned to accept the request by Jim Kousidis representing 783 King’s Highway, 

LLC to connect a 9 unit condo into the Town of Fairfield Sewer System for a connection fee of 

$27,724.29 as outlined in the material presented.  Robert Scinto seconded the motion which 

carried unanimously. 

 

 



6.   Decision to set dates for next year’s WPCA meetings. 

 

Christian Dockum motioned to accept the dates as presented for 2019 WPCA meetings as the 

fourth Wednesday of the month except November 20
th

 and December 18.  Ronald Drew 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

7.   Discussion regarding the proposed design and funding of the Easton Turnpike Pump 

Station. 

 

Mr. Michelangelo presented the item. He met with Wright-Pierce to define a scope of work and 

they have submitted a proposed fee schedule. He reviewed the material and fee schedule with the 

Town’s Purchasing Agent and CFO, and they have agreed to award this based on Wright-Pierce 

experience on this pump station, their work on the Facilities Plan, the value of the proposal, and 

the tight time frame. The funding will come from the WPCA fund balance. There is no state 

grant available for this type of work. It is not necessary to go out to bid. The estimated total coast 

of design + construction = $1.8m, and represents 13% of the total costs. Sacred Heart 

University’s contribution was discussed and approved at the last meeting. The Town Attorney 

will formalize a cost sharing agreement with SHU on this project. 

 

Edward Bateson motioned to approve the Write-Pierce Engineering proposed funding for the 

design of the Easton Turnpike Pump Station and Force Main in the amount of $199,730 to be 

funded out of the WPCA Fund Balance. Joseph D’Avanzo seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously. 

 

Christian Dockum motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m.  Robert Scinto seconded the 

motion which carried unanimously. 

 

A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Tesei 


