
Minutes for the W.P.C.A. Public Hearing 
October 24, 2018 

 
Present:   Mark Elletson, Christian Dockum, Rob Scinto, Ron Drew, Joe D’Avanzo  
 Quinn Degner, Ed Bateson   
 
 
Also Present:  Joe Michelangelo, Bill Norton, Chris Rogers 
 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm. 
 
1. Approval of the minutes of the September 26, 2018 W.P.C.A. Meeting. 

 
Joe D’Avanzo motioned to amend the minutes.  Change from “due to the decline in usage” to the 
“change in the method of calculation in usage”.   
Rob motion to approve the change and Mark second the motion.  Motion carried Ed & Ron 
abstained as they were not present.       
. 
 
2.  Two awards were given from NEWEA to John Bodie for Operator of the Year and The  
     Town of Fairfield for Energy Management Achievement. 
 
The Board wanted to congratulate John Bodie for being named the Operator of the Year.     

 
3.  Maris Messinger to discuss her sewer use bill.   
 
Mrs. Messinger presented her case to adjust her Sewer Use Bill.   Members of the Board 
discussed and Joe D’Avanzo made a motion to adjust her bill due to a leak.  We will use last 
year’s consumption (2017) and multiply that by the current usage rate (2018).  Quinn second and 
motion carried.   
 
4.  Consider and act on a request by Milone & MacBroom representing Sacred Heart 
     University to modify the existing Jewish Home Property. 
 
Thomas Knowlton has submitted an amendment from the existing proposal to connect three 
dorms on the former Jewish Home property and the existing west campus (former GE property) 
to the Fairfield Sewer System. Mr. Knowlton made reference to table 1 showing the historic 
wastewater from the Jewish Home (39,531gpd) and the GE Facility (13,748gpd) for a total of 
(53,279gpd). Table 2 in the report was referenced showing what proposed development would fit 
into the historic wastewater discharge for a total of 52,553gpd. Table 3 of the report then shows 
the proposed development in excess of the historical wastewater discharge from phase 3 on the 
Main Campus and phase 4 & 5 on the West Campus for a total of 51,389gpd.  In excess of the 
historical flows Mr. Knowlton is asking for additional approval which is conditional upon the 
improvements of the Easton Turnpike Pump Station upgrades. 



 Town staff had requested a breakdown of the I&I Abetment fees which are as follows: Proposed 
Main Campus (62,326gpd) Proposed West Campus (41,416gpd) minus the historical flow 
(53,279gpd) equals an increase in flow of (50,662gpd) times $16.50 which equals $835,923.00. 
 
At the September WPCA meeting the West Campus projected flow was proposed using historic 
water data from the past 2 years for the Current College of Business, Martire Building. It was 
recommended by town staff to use a unit rate per day per student ratio rather than a unit rate per 
square foot of space to project the flows. The flows were calculated based on classroom size and 
meter data records and Mr. Knowlton came up with 1.9gpd per student. Town staff felt these 
numbers were very low based on the size of the building. It was discussed with Mr. Knowlton 
and SHU staff that the Town WPCA would have to feel comfortable with the projected flow 
rates in order to approve a connection into the Town system. As Mr. Knowlton stated after much 
discussion with SHU Staff they have agreed on 15gpd per student as a projected flow rate figure 
for the school of business which is scheduled to move into the West campus in July of 2019. 
This figure is sharply higher then what was proposed last month but also coincides with what 
was approved on other projects. Mr. Michelangelo stated that there was quite a bit of time spent 
going back and forth with phone conferences with SHU staff to come to a mutual agreeable flow 
number and Mr. Michelangelo is confident with the current projections. These projections not 
only account for the plans for the foreseeable future but address the other buildout plans for the 
campus; we want to build a pump station once so we need to capture these flows now. 
 
Table 5 was presented regarding proposed development completion dates. It was discussed when 
each phase of construction will be online. Based on the completion dates the pump station 
upgrades will need to be completed by July 2020 in order to meet capacity from the future 
development. During the October 4th meeting with Town and SHU Staff it was discussed the 
costs of the future pump station upgrades, it is estimated that it will cost upwards of 1.7M but the 
costs will continue to escalate. A suggestion by Town staff was that SHU pay a percentage based 
on flow increase towards the upgrade. In the October 4th meeting Mr. Kinney proposed to give 1 
Million dollars toward the upgrade of the pump station which far exceeds the percentage that 
would have been proposed. Also, the I&I abatement fees will be paid as the building permits are 
signed. It was discussed that it would take about 18 months from bid to final completion to get 
the project done. Mark stated that there would have to be a few legal agreements regarding the 
allocation of the expenses and the other is the easement of the land that expires in April 2020.  
 
SHU is requesting an approval of the phases that fit within the historical flow of the former 
Jewish Home property and the current GE property and also as a second request for conditional 
approval that would require the pump station upgrades be complete before any new development 
comes online.  
 

Christian motioned to accept the request of the development for the equivalent discharge 
rates for the former Jewish Home and former GE property that were purchased by Sacred 
Heart University as outlined in Table 2 of the report.  
 
Mark second the motion.  
 
Motion passed unanimously. 



 
 
 
Christian motioned to approve the request for an approval of development that exceeds historical 
discharge rates as outlined in table 3 of the report. This is with the following conditions: 
 

1. Completion of the Easton Turnpike Pump Station upgrades.  
2.  The I&I fees will be paid as the building permits are issued, to be at the unit rate 

at the date of the building permit. 
3. Addressing of all property rights where the pump station is currently located and 

is to be reconstructed 
4. Contingent on an agreement for the division of pump station costs between the 

Town of Fairfield and Sacred Heart University where Sacred Heart University 
will fund one million dollars upon execution of the agreement.  

 
Ron Second the motion.  
 
The motion passed unanimously 
 
 
Christian motioned second by Rob to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15. 
A recording of this meeting is available in the WPCA office. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Carol Celone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


