
 

             TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

W.P.C.A.  

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES                                                                                                                                                       

JANUARY 24, 2018 

 

The WPCA Commission of the Town of Fairfield held its Meeting on January 24, 2018 in the First 

Floor Conference Room of the Honorable John J. Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, 

Fairfield.   

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mark Elletson, Chairman, Christian Dockum, Vice Chairman, Quinn  

Degner, Ronald Drew, Joseph D’Avanzo, Robert Scinto 

 

ABSENT: Christopher Tymniak 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

ALSO PRESENT: Joe Michelangelo, Dir. of DPW, Chris Rogers, WPCA, Bill Norton, 

Superintendent, WPCA, Mike Buturla, Huntington Company, Thomas Knowlton, Milone and 

MacBroom (Sacred Heart University), David Frassinelli, Vice President for Facilities 

Management (Fairfield University). 

 

The Public Hearing was called to order at 7:30 pm. 

 

1. Approval of the December 13, 2017 Minutes   

 

Joseph D’Avanzo moved Christian Dockum and seconded to approve the proposed WPCA  

Meeting Minutes of December 13, 2017, as presented.   Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Consider and act on a request for a proposed 12 unit Apartment Building with Retail 

space at 1675 Post Road. 

 

Michael Buturla, representing the Huntington Company, updated the Commission on his revised 

calculations for the proposed twelve (12) unit apartment building with retail space at 1675 Post 

Road.  He reported he met with Mr. Michelangelo and Mr. Rogers to go over his computations 

following their suggestions; he revised his previous calculations to the following: 

 

The previously proposed 1,040 sf of retail space was proposed at 0.1 gallons per day for retail 

space.  Staff suggested tripling it to 0.3 gallons per day.  The I&I rate structure fee was adjusted 

accordingly.     

 

Mr. Buturla also noted he previously did not include a credit calculation because there is an 

existing building on sewer.  Staff suggested incorporating the credit calculation for one unit 

($3,185) into his report, which is now before the Commission.  With this small increase, the 

existing sewer still has the capacity to handle this proposal.  The proposed application will go 

before the Town Plan and Zoning Commission on January 30
th 

and is asking for WCPA’s 

approval tonight.  
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Mr. Michelangelo stated, after reviewing the revised calculations, he is confident it will not 

create an over burden to the existing system.  Also, the methodology for calculations for gallons 

per day is consistent with our practices and standards. He is recommending this proposal for 

approval.      

 

Following discussion, Quinn Degner moved Christian Dockum seconded to approve the 12 unit 

apartment building with retail space at 1675 Post Road, based on the revised calculations, as 

presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 

  

3. Consider and act on a request by Milone & MacBroom representing Sacred Heart 

University to modify the existing Jewish Home Property.  

 

Thomas Knowlton, Civil Engineer, representing Milone and MacBroom, updated the 

Commission on the proposed changes to the existing Jewish Home.  He met with Mr. 

Michelangelo and Mr. Rogers to go over his previous calculations.  One of the changes made 

were the number of meals served per day in the dining hall.  They estimated there would be three 

(3) meals served per day in the dining hall. Thus it is assumed dorm students would eat 100 % of 

their meals in the dining.  For the purposes of the apartment building, the assumption was that 

the students would equally spit meals between their apartments and the dining hall. Thus it was 

assumed there would be an average of one and a half (1½) meals served in the dining hall.  Also, 

they are trying to keep under the historic flow from the Jewish Home in order not to trigger a 

flow to the pump station.  Because of the increase flow to the dormitory meals, the future 

dormitory went from 131 to 76.    

 

Joe Michelangelo noted they spent a lot of time going over estimated flows and as Mr. Knowlton 

stated, they captured the dining hall flow accurately and have a good estimation of what the flow 

from this development will be.   

 

The Commissioner inquired as to a final date of completion.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

  

Mr. Knowlton stated Phase 2 is under design and is expected to be finalized early February; with 

respect to when it will be occupied, most likely not until the fall; Phase 3 has no definitive date 

yet.    

                                                                                                                   

Following discussion, Quinn Degner moved Christian Dockum seconded to act upon request to 

modify the existing Jewish Home property, under revision, dated January 19, 2018, as presented.     

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. Consider and act on a request for Fairfield University School of Business.  

 

David Frassinelli, Vice President for Facilities Management, gave a detailed overview of the new 

Dolan School of Business at Fairfield University.  The intent is to construct the new school of  
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business and move the old school of business.  The use of the old facility is undetermined at this 

time.  There is a commercial kitchen in the old school of business facility, which will be 

maintained for catering prep only.  He also noted it will be a School of Business and School of 

Economics. 

 

Discussion ensued on this item. 

 

Mr. Michelangelo noted he they will review flow estimates and will follow up on flow data that 

was presented approximately a year and a half (1½) ago.   

 

Mr. Frassinelli submitted a letter in January with reference to I&I calculations and anticipates the 

proposed project to be completed by August, 2019.   

 

The consensus of the authority was to have the applicant meet with staff to review the flow 

projection estimates, and to review the downstream flow data to determine if he existing sewer 

system has adequate capacity. This information can be discussed further at next month’s WPCA 

meeting. 

 

5. Presentation of preliminary 2018-19 WPCA Budget 

 

Mr. Michelangelo presented and discussed the preliminary 2018-19 Budget with the Commission.  

He noted the proposed budget has a 3% increase for FY 2018-19.   

 

The Commission discussed and went over line items at length.   

 

Mr. Elletson asked Mr. Michelangelo to provide an update of the 2.5 ml trunk line at the 

following meeting.   

 

Following discussion, Chairman Elletson moved and Ronald Drew seconded to approve the 

preliminary 2018-19 WPCA Budget, as presented.   Motion passed 5-1.  (Joseph D’Avanzo was 

opposed) 

 

New Business: 

 

Mr. Michelangelo was pleased to announce Bill Norton’s return to his position and is happy to 

have him back.   

 

The Commission also welcomed Mr. Norton back to his position.   

 

Chairman Elletson noted, pursuant to Town Character, asked that the Election of Officers be 

heard at tonight’s meeting.     
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Ronald Drew moved and Joseph D’Avanzo seconded to nominate Mark Elletson as Chairman  

and Christian Dockum as Vice Chairman, of the WPCA Commission.  Motion passed 4-0. 

(Chairman Elletson and Vice Chairman Dockum abstained).   

 

Chairman Elletson moved and Robert Scinto seconded to add Mr. Michelangelo’s memo 

regarding WEF Laboratory Analyst Excellence Award to Danielle Morrison into tonight’s 

minutes.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

See the following memo from Mr. Michelangelo’s to the Commission regarding WEF 

Laboratory Analyst Excellence Award: 

 

As was mentioned at the December WPCA meeting, Danielle Morrison (the chemist that runs 

the lab at our Wastewater Treatment Plant) has been selected for the above reference award. 

Danielle received the award at the New England Water Environment Association (NEWEA) 

annual awards luncheon early today. Several of her co-workers were able to join her today 

when she accepted this prestigious award. The Water Environment Federation (WEF) is the 

leading professional organization in the nation, and NEWEA is the leading professional 

organization in the northeast. 

 

The laboratory is a critical function of the Wastewater Treatment Plant. The data is important 

for reporting purposes to ensure that we are meeting all of our permitted limits for our discharge 

to the Long Island Sound, and ensure that our biosolid residuals are acceptable for reuse as a 

compost product. Additionally, the samples taken constantly at various locations in the plant 

provides the wastewater operators with necessary information that enables them to make critical 

decisions on the treatment processes. There are constant adjustments to be made in the process, 

and without the data the operators are literally "driving blind". 

 

Chairman Elletson moved and Christian Dockum seconded to hereby recognize the outstanding 

work of Danielle Morrison at the Town of Fairfield Wastewater Treatment Plant; and 

congratulates her on the 2017 Laboratory Analyst Excellence Award as selected by the Water 

Environment Federation.     Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mr.  Norton handed out a pamphlet to the Commission from the Annual Awards Ceremony & 

Luncheon, where Danielle Morrison received her 2017 Laboratory Analyst Excellence Award.   

 

There being no further business to come before the Commission, Christian Dockum moved and 

Joseph D’Avanzo seconded to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:37 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

 

           Josephine M. Keogh 

Recording Secretary  


