MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD
JULY 20, 2020
A meeting of the Committee of the Whole of the Representative Town Meeting was held on
Monday, July 20, 2020, via telecommunication.
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M. by Moderator Karen Wackerman.
PRESENT:
PRESENT:

ABSENT:

3.

30

ABSENT:

10

VACANCY: 0

Chessare, Mahoney, Monahan, Gerber, McCormack, Perham, Durrell, Jacobs,
Pistilli, Karson, Kelly, Odinak, Spolyar, Garskof, Gottlieb, Siebert, Wolk,
Ambrose, Gale, Havey, Bove, McDermott, Vergara, Wackerman, Ference,
Messina, Tallman, Georgiadis, Perugini, Petise
O’Shea, Steele, Nickel, Powell-Dunmore, Iacono, Grauer, Kelly, Alianiello,
Altobelli, Ringel

To hear, consider and act upon the following reappointment to the Ethics Commission, as
recommended by the Board of Selectmen:
Alexander J. Trembicki (D), 743 Stratfield Road, Term July 2020 - 2022

Alex Trembicki gave an overview of his qualifications and his service on the Ethics Commission
noting that there will be one vacancy left following his reappointment and the appointment to be
considered by the RTM. There is one complaint pending to be considered by the Commission.
4.

To hear, consider and act upon the following appointment to the Ethics Commission, as
recommended by the Board of Selectmen:
Nancy S. Billington (R), 25 Fleming Lane, Term July 2020 - 2022

Nancy Billington explained that she had served in many capacities in the PTA while her children
were in FPS. She has kept an eye toward fairness and is honored to be considered for the Ethics
Commission as it is important work.
5.

To hear, consider and act upon the following appointment to the FairTV Commission, as
recommended by the Board of Selectmen:
Patrick G. Colligan (R), 415 Ruane Street, Term July 2020 - 2023

Pat Colligan noted his 30-year career in finance and his desire to help maintain fair content on
FairTV. He has spoken with members of the Commission and has read past minutes and the Town
ordinance.

6.

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of
Selectmen:
“RESOLVED, that in accordance with a recommendation from the Police Chief and the
Fire Chief, pursuant to §7-339c of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Interlocal
Agreement by and between the Town of Fairfield and the Town of Westport creating a
regional public safety answering point and emergency communications center, known as
‘Fairfield County Dispatch,’ for the purpose of providing dispatch services within Fairfield,
Westport and such other municipalities as may be allowed to join this Agreement, is hereby
approved; and
FURTHER RESOLVED, that First Selectwoman Brenda L. Kupchick be, and hereby is,
authorized on behalf of the Town of Fairfield to execute this Agreement.”

Deputy Police Chief Don Smith explained much hard work and collaboration went into this
agreement with Westport outlining their respective commitments and responsibilities. The
Westport RTM has approved the agreement.
7. To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of
Finance:
“WHEREAS, as part of the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities’ Five-Year Bus
Replacement Plan, it is in the best interest of the Town of Fairfield to expend up to $67,696
to purchase a wheelchair-accessible motor vehicle to improve mobility for seniors and
individuals with disabilities, $53,600 of said purchase to be funded by a Traditional 5310
Capital Senior Bus Grant under Section 5310 of the Federal Transit Act’s Enhanced
Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program as administered by the State
of Connecticut;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Brenda L. Kupchick, First Selectwoman of
the Town of Fairfield, be, and hereby is, authorized to accept in the name of and on behalf
of the Town of Fairfield a Traditional 5310 Capital Senior Bus Grant in the amount of
$53,600; and
FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriation of up to $67,696 be, and hereby is
approved; and
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the First Selectwoman is hereby authorized, on behalf of the
Town of Fairfield, to sign and execute any and all necessary documents to secure said
grant.”

Julie DeMarco explained there is no cost to the Town as the monies come from donations to the
Bigelow Center. This will replace a 2007 bus with 67,000 miles that is past its useful life. In
response to Mr. McDermott, she said she was not sure what happens with the bus although it may
be sold for parts.

8. To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of
Finance:
“WHEREAS, the Federal Transit Administration, Section 5310 Program, Enhanced
Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities, offers grants through the State of
Connecticut, Department of Transportation; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfield is applying for approximately $27,552 and the funding
shall be used for salary, maintenance and fuel; and
WHEREAS, grants are to be used for capital and operating expenses for public
transportation services and alternatives beyond those required by the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), designed to assist seniors and individuals with disabilities; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfield will submit an application for funding to enhance
Bigelow Center for Senior Activities’ transportation services by filling in the gaps in public
transportation in the Town of Fairfield by going beyond services required by the ADA,
servicing eligible riders not within a three-quarter mile of a bus stop and expanding
operating hours to enable additional services;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Brenda L. Kupchick, First Selectwoman of
the Town of Fairfield, be, and hereby is, authorized to accept in the name of and on behalf
of the Town of Fairfield a matching Federal Transit Administration grant in the amount of
$27,552; and
FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriation in the amount of $27,552 be, and hereby is
approved; and
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the First Selectwoman is hereby authorized, on behalf of the
Town of Fairfield, to sign and execute any and all necessary documents to secure said
grant.”

Julie DeMarco explained this is $27,552 over a 2-year period to extend service hours in the
afternoon to perhaps 4 or 5 PM so they can offer more options to riders for later afternoon
appointments. It is a reimbursement program through the State so if it is not successful then the
funds will remain with the State. Ridership is from people who do not drive or are less independent.
There has been an increase in ridership to medical appointments, but only one person may ride at
a time due to Covid-19. They are following CDC guidelines so 4 people may be on the bus spaced
accordingly for grocery shopping, etc.; there are no partitions and there is a sneeze guard behind
the driver. Buses are thoroughly cleaned at the end of the day and are prepped for the next day.
9. To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Town Plan
and Zoning Commission:
“RESOLVED, that the Town of Fairfield abandon the remaining portion of the
Town-owned paper street known as Cherry Street which intersects with Kings
Highway, as shown on the attached map, reserving, however, an easement for a

sewer, the location and dimensions of which shall be as determined by the Town
Engineer, which easement shall be recorded on land records of the Town of
Fairfield.”
Moderator Wackerman noted that this Item has been withdrawn by Attorney Ambrose and will
return for consideration at a later date.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth P. Browne, MCTC, MMC
Town Clerk

