MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD
April 10, 2019
A meeting of the Town of Fairfield was held on Tuesday, April 10, 2019 at 7 PM at Penfield Pavilion,
Fairfield Beach Road, Fairfield, CT.
The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Moderator Phil Pires.
PRESENT:

29

ABSENT:

10

VACANCY:

1

PRESENT:

Chessare, Fogel, Lefkowitz, O’Shea, Gerber, Lopez, Newman, Dean, Durrell, Jacobs,
Pistilli, Kelly, Pires, Spolyar, Garskof, Wolk, Berecz, Havey, Bove, McDermott,
Vergara, Wackerman, Berchem, Iacono, Tallman, Georgiadis, Herron, Sundman

ABSENT:

Perham, Siebert, Smey, Ambrose, Gale, Messina, Farnen, Horton, Herley, Petise

VACANCY:

For O’Reilly

ITEM NO. 1 ON CALL:
1070

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS

Office supplies increased by $1,500 and printing was increased by $2,000 for ballots for the municipal
election and Presidential Preference Primary. The costs associated with the primaries are now in the ROV
budget instead of contingency.
1270

LEGAL SERVICES

Mr. Pires recused himself and left the room and returned since there was no discussion.
1110

TOWN PLAN & ZONING

Jim Wendt explained the salary line increases were due to CBA settlements; he further explained that
enforcement actions are carried out by staff such as the zoning enforcement officer in conjunction with
other departments.
6010

HEALTH

The budgetary increase is due to required nursing coverage at a private school. Mr. Cleary gave a brief
overview of their many public educational programs concerning vaccinations, lead paint, smoking
cessation, water testing.
6050

HUMAN & SOCIAL SERVICES

Julie Demarco explained they will be working on a 5-year plan. Although there are automatic doors, the
bathrooms are not ADA compliant. They are working with DPW to renovate one per year. The
transportation program is very robust, but they cannot provide rides past 3:30 PM.
7010 LIBRARY & 7011 FAIFIELD WOODS BRANCH

REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING
April 9, 2019
Helene Murtha & Jan Fisher explained the increases were due to increased customer demands and
restoration of material purchases, especially audible books and staffing Sunday hours.
7030 PENFIELD PAVILION COMPLEX
Anthony Calabrese explained the significant increase was associated with the move of the Penfield
parking attendants to this budget. Parking attendants for the other beaches are in the Waterfront budget.
Discussion ensued regarding locker and pavilion rental revenues.
7050

PARKS AND RECREATION

Salary and benefits account for 80% of this budget. Discussion ensued regarding field conditions and
improvements. Personnel service line changes were in response to retirements and vacancies with new
employees being hired at a lower salary.
7070

WATERFRONT & MARINA

Mr. Calabrese explained that the BOF reduced revenue by $25k into a separate fund which can be used
for emergency repairs; money has not been allocated for anything and would be operated in the same
manner as the revolving fund.
Discussion ensued regarding marina dredging and potential redesign.
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Dr. Toni Jones, BOE Chair Christine Vitale and members of the BOE administration answered questions
regarding the Chromebooks, staffing and curriculum needs, and enrollment. Lengthy discussion ensued
regarding special education costs and maintenance and renovation projects especially HVAC and
dehumidification particularly in schools with no air conditioning.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business this evening the meeting recessed at 10:25 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth P. Browne, MMC, MCTC
Town Clerk

