
  

 

Town of Fairfield 
HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 

 

 

DRAFT MINUTES 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USylVL-tym4 

 

 

A virtual meeting of the Human Services Commission was held Thursday, February 25, 2021. 

 

PRESENT:  Linda DeLorenzo-Vice Chair, Carolyn Durgy, Mary Ellen Gavin, Laura Incerto-

Chair, Loretta Jay, George Markley-Secretary, Rabbi Barbara Paris, Suzanne Testani, Nhi Tran 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Julie DeMarco-Director of Human and Social Services, Brenda Steele-

Director of the Bigelow Center 

 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chair Laura Incerto at 4:05 p.m. 

 

1.  Pledge of Allegiance 
 

2.  Approval of January 28, 2021, Meeting Minutes 

 

George Markley motioned to approve the January 28, 2021, minutes. Linda DeLorenzo seconded 

the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

3.  Old Business 

 

 Board of Health 

 

Ms. Durgy reported the COVID Call Center is set up at the Senior Center. Schools are opening 

March 9th.   They are trying to get teachers vaccinated. A glitch in the VAMS site has been rocky. 

 

Ms. Gavin is running the Hartford Health Care Clinic for 55+ in Bridgeport at Central High School 

this Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. They are then offering one clinic at SHU mid-March three 

days a week. Go onto “MyChartPlus” portal to schedule appointment. 

 

Ms. Steele added the Call Center is giving Hartford Health as an option. Mr. Markley mentioned 

the Health Department has begun visiting homebound elderly to provide them with vaccinations. 

Ms. DeMarco reported the Health Department, Social Services and Senior Center are screening to 

identify homebound seniors. 
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Ms. Steele said the Call Center is going extremely well averaging about 100 calls a day. They 

answer a variety of VAMS questions but do not register them. Direct people with questions to the 

Call Center (203) 256-3082 not the Health Department. The Center furnishes them with additional 

websites to register; Hartford Health, Yale New Haven, Stamford and Griffin Hospitals, Walgreens 

and CVS. The Fairfield Clinic is averaging 800 vaccines a day. As of Monday the eligibility age 

is 55+.  CERT has been incredible volunteering every day at the Call Center and helping with the 

lunch program. The State is updating the VAMS website. 

 

 Committee for People with Disabilities 

 

Ms. Jay reported they are still waiting for feedback from the BOS in terms of their draft charge. 

Once they receive that they will have a discussion before they present at the BOS meeting.  

 

The Committee has an exciting opportunity with SHU occupational therapy students to do a Needs 

Assessment and Ms. Jay has a zoom meeting next week with five students. Rabbi Paris thought a 

Needs Assessment was done. Ms. DeMarco explained this project is more about the community, 

what the commission is doing and what other municipalities are doing. The Commission will send 

Ms. Jay their thoughts so she can incorporate them into her meeting with the students. 

 

4. New Business 

 

 Guest Speaker Recommendations 

 

Ms. DeMarco would like to develop the Veteran’s component. Ms. Incerto would like to engage 

senior employment more. Ms. DeMarco explained the Regional Work Place that assists in senior 

employment placement. Ms. Testani explained the term Encore Careers and suggested not using 

the word “senior” in the name. Fairfield Senior Advocates, the Salvation Army, Lifebridge, other 

Town Commissions, libraries and the faith community were all guest speaker suggestions. Ms. 

DeMarco asked the Commission to bring three names for next month’s meeting. 

 

 Areas of Interest for Commission Focus 

 

Urb Leimkuhler will speak next month. 

 

 Robert’s Rules 

 

Ms. Incerto suggested a sub-committee for onboarding new Commission members and Attorney 

Baldwin can guide.  Ms. DeMarco said it’s important to attend the Robert’s Rules meeting on 

Wednesday, March 3 at 7:00 p.m. Mr. Markley inquired if the Commission can assist with youth 

in crisis, perhaps Superintendent Cummings, Fairfield Cares or Town Youth Groups can advise. 
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5. Department Update 

   

 Senior Center 

 

 Ms. DeMarco is thrilled Ms. Steele is with the Department. 

 Budget is submitted, the only change is to make Ms. Steele’s position full time. 

 Senior Center delivering 45-40 lunches each day since mid-March last year, about 14,000 

to date with the help of CERT volunteers and bus drivers. 

 Bus drivers are not driving until everyone is vaccinated, hoping to resume in April. 

 AARP tax assistance is provided remotely by drop off at Senior Center. 

 Library is also offering tax prep. 

 No plan on reopening yet. A few Centers not in red zones have opened in the State, their 

restrictions are not known. 

 Accreditation is on hold. The National Institute for Senior Centers is revising requirements. 

Ms. Incerto and Ms. DeLorenzo agree it doesn’t lend any real value and is a lot of work. 

 

Social Services 

 

 They are working to update the homebound list for the vaccine. 

 Working and training with Fairfield Cares, Police and Fire on suicide prevention. A plan 

is needed for not-school related suicides. 

 Campership registration has begun. 

 They have had an increase in Police & Fire referrals for protective services and outreach 

referrals. The system is working well. 

 Mental health needs are being assessed along with Human Services. There doesn’t seem to 

be a jump but are closely monitoring. 

 Seeing growth in the mobile food pantry to homebound residents. 

 Seeing an uptick in moratorium evictions. 

 Grants were reviewed; $2,500 for additional IPads for the lending library to build in with 

the Rotary Grant, a United Way Grant for up to $500 for utilities, a Community Block 

Grant up to $1,000 for utilities and the Father Coleman Fund/Knights of Columbus 

Warming Fund for heating assistance of 7,500. 

 New bus was delivered this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Human Services Commission  Page 4 of 4 

February 25, 2021 
 

 

6.    Any Other Business which shall properly come before this Commission 

 

Fairfield Senior Advocates Update 

 

SDTR 

We sent a letter to RTM members (plus BOS and BOF) (1) supporting proposed BOF 

Committee changes that increase payout - especially to lowest income seniors, but (2) stressing 

the need for continued SDTR program restructuring and investment in senior programs, notably 

full-time senior director.  

  

State MSP & pension/annuity proposals by Governor 

We plan to oppose the Governor’s proposed budget reductions: (1) Imposition of Medicare 

Savings Plan asset cap and (2) two-year freeze in scheduled expansion of pension/annuity tax 

exemptions for seniors with incomes less than $75K/$100K. 

 

We are consulting other orgs on their strategies.  The proposals will likely be the subject of a 

Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee public hearing in March. 

 

Housing Committee update 

Our Housing Committee continues to explore: 

 How we can affect any State legislation on land use/zoning, including working through 

other orgs. 

 Maximizing benefits of approved ADU changes, including rollout /communication, 

education and financing options. 

 Next steps after ADUs in our advocacy for more middle density housing solutions. 

 

FSA Zoom sessions 

 Zoom sessions “On a more senior friendly Fairfield and CT” begin on March 2. Julie 

was kind to prominently display this in the March Bigelow Newsletter. 

 Jenn Leeper advised us that the State Legislature Aging Committee would like to co-

sponsor a meeting (via Zoom) with FSA, likely in April.  We are now evaluating possible 

dates. 

 

Adjourn – Linda DeLorenzo motioned to adjourn the meeting at 5:14 p.m. which was seconded 

and carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

The next Commission meeting will be on March 25, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. 
Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by Human Services Commission. 


