
  

 

Town of Fairfield 
HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

A meeting of the Human Services Commission was held on Thursday, November 21, 2019, at  

3:30 p.m. in the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities, 100 Mona Terrace. 

 

PRESENT:  Bruce Carter, Linda DeLorenzo-Secretary, Carolyn Durgy, Laura Incerto,  

Loretta Jay, Bernard Lynch-Chairman, George Markley 

 

ABSENT:  Rabbi Barbara Paris, Nhi Tran 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Christina Davis-Clinical Care Nurse, Julie DeMarco-Director of Human 

and Social Services, Evan Parzych, Margot Schiff-Friends of the Bigelow Senior Center 

 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Chair Bernard Lynch at 3:38 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Bernard Lynch led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mr. Lynch welcomed Loretta Jay, a new Commission member. The Commission introduced 

themselves and Ms. Jay briefed the Commission on her background. 

 

1. Approval of October 24, 2019, Meeting Minutes  

 

Laura Incerto motioned to accept the minutes. Linda DeLorenzo seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously. 

 

2.   Guest Speaker: Evan Parzych of Connecticut Legal Services 

 

Attorney Mr. Parzych explained his role and responsibilities. His clients are from Towns in the 

greater Bridgeport area. He served in his position since 2017 and is moving on to the Public 

Defender’s Office and is not taking on any new cases. It is unclear how elder cases will be handled 

moving forward and hopes they hire someone to replace him. In the meantime other attorneys will 

pick up 95% of his work. The majority of cases involve housing, evictions, poor living conditions, 

security deposit returns and discrimination.  He works closely with Section 8 participants and 

assists with Senior’s SS and DSS benefit issues as well as Medicare, Husky and food stamps.  He 

works on powers of attorney documents, living wills and nursing home involuntary discharges. 

Anyone who is 60+ and within eligible income levels qualifies for assistance. Ms. DeMarco said 

Mr. Parzych has been a great resources for the Center. He has helped with denied disability claims, 

restraining orders, trends and scams.  
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3.  Old Business 

 

a)  Board of Health – Mr. Carter reported the Health Department received high dose flu shots, 

call them if you would like to get one.  The playground soil testing is wrapping up. This was 

his last meeting on the Health Commission and someone needs to attend representing the 

Human Services Commission. He can attend through January if they can’t fill the position and 

would continue to update the Human Services Commission. The Health Commission meets 

the second Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m. The Town shall be notified on who is appointed. 

They are expected to attend meetings and vote as a full member to represent seniors. 

 

b) Committee for People with Disabilities – Ms. DeMarco said they did not meet and need 

another member. Next steps; reach out to new BOS and RTM and invite Ms. Kupchick to 

attend. 

 

c)  Friends of the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities – Ms. Schiff said they served 130 

veteran’s breakfasts. They sponsored nine Thursday evening programs and will have one last 

light supper at 5:45 p.m. Mark Albertson will speak on public opinion at 6:30 p.m. They are 

surveying seniors as to what kind of speakers they would like to hear and what kind of events 

and days that work best for them. They asked the Commission to supply a holiday basket for 

the raffle to raise money for the Senior Center, drawing is December 20th. 

 

The Commission agreed to contribute $5 toward a lottery basket. Drop off scratch off tickets 

in the office and the Friends Committee will create the basket.  

 

4. New Business 

 

 a)  Committee for People with Disabilities open seat – Ms. DeMarco asked Ms. Jay if she 

would consider serving, she replied yes. There were no objections.  

 

 b)  January New Commission/Refresher orientation – They are considering a January retreat 

date with a two-hour structured agenda including an executive session. They will discuss 

agenda items for the next calendar year in December. 

 

 c)  2020 Calendar - The 2020 meeting dates will be approved at the December meeting. They 

are considering moving the meeting start time from 3:30 to 4:00 p.m.  

 

5. Department Update  

 

 a) Bigelow Center 

  

 Staffing – Ms. DeMarco has been interviewing for a part time social worker and 

senior center director. There is currently a hiring freeze.  

 

 Bigelow Center Holiday Luncheon is December 11. Ms. DeMarco would like to 

reserve a table for the Commission.  Let Mr. Lynch or Ms. DeMarco know if you are 

able to attend. 
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 The Department will participate in a door decorating contest. 

 

 Rabbi Paris is coordinating a Hanukah program. 

 

b) Social Services 

 

 Holidays – Gift cards are being collected and after school enrichment vouchers.  

 

 Salvation Army – Ms. DeMarco welcomed all volunteers to ring bells on December 7 

or any Saturday in December at the Fairfield or Westport Stop & Shop. She will send 

the sign up link. Proceeds go to the Salvation Army and a portion benefits the senior 

center. 

 

6.   Public Comment – Ms. Davis thanked the Commission for allowing her to observe. 

 

They will extend invitation to First Selectwoman Kupchick to attend December meeting. 

 

Mr. Carter noted he was on the Commission over 30 years ago. 

 

7.   Adjourn – Mr. Carter motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:31 p.m.  Mr. Markley 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Sheila Tesei,  

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Commission meeting will be on December 19, 2019, at 3:30 p.m. 
Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by Human Services Commission. 


