
  

 

Town of Fairfield 
HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

A meeting of the Human Services Commission was held on Thursday, May 23, 2019, at  

3:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room of the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities, 100 Mona Terrace. 

 

PRESENT:  Kris Burbank, Bruce Carter, Linda DeLorenzo-Secretary, Carolyn Durgy, Laura 

Incerto-Vice Chair, Bernard Lynch-Chairman, George Markley, Rabbi Barbara Paris, Nhi Tran 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Julie DeMarco-Director of Human and Social Services,  

First Selectman Michael Tetreau 

 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Bernard Lynch at 3:34 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Bernard Lynch led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

1. Approval of Minutes – Linda DeLorenzo motioned to approve the minutes of April 25, 

2019. Laura Incerto seconded the motion which carried, 8-0-1 (Kris Burbank abstained). 

 

2.  Old Business 
a)  Board of Health  

Mr. Carter said they are working on their five year plan and strategic plan. They will have a 

summer intern. An emergency preparedness meeting was attended by several members.  

 

b) Committee for People with Disabilities 

Ms. Burbank explained this Committee’s mission. She said they have partnered with Sacred 

Heart University students to work on a needs assessment for people with disabilities over the 

age of 18. The survey results and next steps were discussed. The Committee will mark the 

anniversary of the American Disability Act and will identify educational opportunities. The 

main topic was how to make this sub-commission become a stand-alone commission.  They 

are communicating with neighboring towns that have their own commission to learn how to 

establish this.  

 

c)  Friends of the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities – no report. 

 

Guest Speaker – Michael Tetreau, First Selectman 

First Selectman Tetreau made suggestions for the Committee of People with Disabilities. Mr. 

Tetreau said to identify their charge and see what neighboring towns are doing well and what 

needs improvement.  He said they also need to incorporate all levels of diversity and raise 

awareness. He would like to see an action item list with a timeline and determine opportunities 

that can begin immediately. He explained the Town Webpage’s uses. Mr. Tetreau gave a 

background on the Teachers’ Pension that was established by the State and is only 50% funded 
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now and how the State has mismanaged. He said the Town Pension is fully funded and explained 

the Pension Board, percentages, returns and funding.  He reviewed State aid and unfunded 

mandates.  He said the current proposal in year one Fairfield would pay 25% of the normal cost 

plus a penalty if you pay your Teacher’s more than the State average. He said CCM and 

MetroCog have both come out against this. He discussed staffing Town positions without cutting 

services and other ways to accommodate the large Pension budget line item.  He encouraged 

everyone to contact their State Delegates before the June 5 vote to voice your views.  He 

explained the State process on approving the budget.  He said Fairfield has passed a resolution 

against the proposal and is asking other Towns to do the same.  He said we are in the best 

financial shape in over 25 years. He discussed BOE deferred building maintenance and salary 

increases and is trying to encourage the BOE of create a long term plan to keep our ranking and 

discussed the diversity of Fairfield. He would like to regroup after the Board has done some of 

his suggestions and checked out other towns. His Wish List is increased senior-friendly housing, 

increased rental housing, increased commercial zones and Grand List growth encouragement. 

 

3. New Business  

 a) Summer 2019 Commission Retreat 

 Mr. Lynch asked the Commission to considering a Retreat and decide in June on Agenda. 

 

 b) Veterans Update 

Mr. Markley volunteered as a point person. The goal is a quarterly meeting kick off in 

September. 

 

4. Department Update 

 a) Departmental Strategic Plan 

Ms. DeMarco introduced the Plan and asked the Commission to review and comment at the 

June meeting with the intent to adopt the Plan before the accreditation and summit. She 

requested feedback before the June meeting. 

 

 b) Bigelow Center  

 Member Council 

Ms. DeMarco said they had a Memorial Day cake with about 60 attendees. 

 

 c)   Social Services  

 Campership Update  

Ms. DeMarco said they are on track meeting their goals. She will have numbers next 

month but mentioned there are more families and diversity than last year. 

 

 The SWCAA Caregiver’s Program Dinner will be held June 27 from 4-6 p.m. at the 

Bigelow Senior Center. 

 

 The Volunteer Reception will be held Wednesday, June 19 from 5-7 p.m. at Penfield 

Pavilion. 

 

 Terry’s tree was planted and will dedicated to her at the next meeting. 
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5.   Public Comment – none. 

 

6.   Adjourn – Bruce Carter motioned to adjourn the meeting at 5:07 p.m.  Nhi Tran 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Commission meeting will be on June 27, 2019, at 3:30 p.m. 
Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by Human Services Commission. 


