
  

 

Town of Fairfield 
HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

A meeting of the Human Services Commission was held on Thursday, April 25, 2019, at  

3:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room of the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities, 100 Mona Terrace. 

 

PRESENT:  Bruce Carter, Linda DeLorenzo-Secretary, Carolyn Durgy, Bernard Lynch-

Chairman, George Markley, Rabbi Barbara Paris, Nhi Tran 

 

ABSENT:  Kris Burbank, Laura Incerto-Vice Chair 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Julie DeMarco-Director of Human and Social Services, Helen Millson, 

Marjorie Morrison-Friends of the Bigelow Senior Center 

 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Bernard Lynch at 3:35 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Bernard Lynch led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

1. Approval of Minutes – Linda DeLorenzo motioned to approve the minutes of March 28, 

2019. Carolyn Durgy seconded the motion which carried, 5-0-1 (Bernard Lynch abstained). 

 

2.  Old Business 
a)  Board of Health  

Mr. Carter said the State wants to develop a Master Emergency Plan to handle incidents and 

diseases. The measles epidemic was discussed.  

 

b) Committee for People with Disabilities 

Ms. DeMarco attended the municipal meeting in Westport for People with Disabilities. 

Westport has the star model program which we are using to form our commission. 

 

c)  Friends of the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities 

Ms. Morrison reported the ongoing Thursday evening dinners and speakers have been 

extremely successful. She said over 50 people signed up and the numbers are growing. 

 

The Second Annual Sunset Police 5k Run will be held Wednesday, July 24 at 6:30 p.m. at 

Penfield Pavilion. All the proceeds are split between the Senior Center and the Police 

Scholarship Fund. Last year over $10,000 was received. The Website to register is 

www.FPDCOPS.com/5k and will close when 1,000 participants are reached. Entrance fee is 

$30 and there will be food trucks, a senior’s walk, swag bags and t-shirts available. 

 

 

http://www.fpdcops.com/5k
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3. New Business  

 a) Senior & Disabled Tax Relief 

 Mr. Lynch said the BOF and RTM formed a joint sub-committee to review any changes for 

the next tax program. This tax season ends May 15
th

. 

 

 b) Veterans Update 

Ms. DeMarco feels there is an opportunity to do more. They want to combine with other 

veteran service providers and would like a commissioner to act as a liaison.  The goal would 

be to hold the first quarterly meeting this fall. 

 

Mr. Lynch said the incidents of suicide among veterans is extremely high.  He learned many 

female veterans are unaware of programs available and there is low participation accessing 

VA benefits amongst them. Mr. Markley has generously agreed to coordinate identifying the 

needs and define the gaps.  

 

4. Department Update 

 a) Departmental Strategic Plan 

Ms. DeMarco reported they had their first meeting yesterday and put together a five year 

plan. She learned going through budget process that it is important to measure growth and 

identify needs. She will distributed the plan which includes social services, senior center and 

transportation departments before next month’s meeting.  Mr. Lynch will circulate the 

summer retreat document before the next meeting as well. 

 

 b) Bigelow Center  

 Member Council 

Ms. DeMarco said they are looking into fundraising and a possible cookbook or calendar. 

It is member driven and members will run it. They held a food drive for Operation Hope. 

They received great suggestions such as single seniors’ events to partner with other 

centers, line dancing, crafts, online volunteering and a Westport group is looking to 

fundraise for a lunch scholarship program.  

 

 c)   Social Services  

 Fundraiser Report  

Ms. DeMarco said the Comedy Night at Penfield Pavilion was very successful and raised 

$5,000 for campership.  A good time was had by all. 

 

 Tax Assistance 

Deadline is May 15, 2019. 

 

Ms. DeLorenzo read a Thank You note from Judge Maxham who was last month’s guest 

speaker. 

 

Mr. Markley reminded the Commission that we would like to place senior-related materials 

in the Probate Court Office to help spread the word about senior programs. 
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Ms. DeMarco explained a faith based clergy project she, Ms. DeVito and Fire Chief 

McCarthy are working on.  Their charge is to develop a behavioral mental health plan for 

emergency situations and will meet again May 20. 

 

Tony Hwang and SWKA will hold a legislative forum on pending Medicare savings 

programs impacting seniors and developing an elder abuse registration database.  It will be 

held on May 2
nd

 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Bigelow Center Dining Room. 

 

Mr. Lynch attended a Fairfield Senior Advocates informational session on Saturday, April 

13
th

.  He said it was well presented and they reviewed a number of issues that impact seniors.  

He will email their power point to the Commission with Mr. Leimkuhler’s permission. 

 

Mr. Lynch sent the First Selectman’s Office the Commissioner’s contact information of those 

who consented. 

 

5.   Public Comment – Ms. Millson shared with the Commission her suggestions for 

improvements to the senior center menu plan, programs and trips.  She will meet with Ms. 

DeMarco and Ms. DeVito to further discuss her interests. 

 

6.   Adjourn – Rabbi Barbara Paris motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:28 p.m.  Linda 

DeLorenzo seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Commission meeting will be on May 23, 2019, at 3:30 p.m. 
Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by Human Services Commission. 


