
  

 

Town of Fairfield 
HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 

 

A meeting of the Human Services Commission was held on Thursday, March 28, 2019,  

at 3:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room of the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities, 100 Mona 

Terrace. 

 

PRESENT: Kris Burbank, Bruce Carter, Linda DeLorenzo-Secretary, Carolyn Durgy,  

Laura Incerto-Vice Chair, George Markley, Rabbi Barbara Paris, Nhi Tran 

 

ABSENT:  Bernard Lynch-Chairman   

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Peggy Chandler-Friends of the Bigelow Senior Center, Joe Crai-

Auditor, Julie DeMarco-Director of Human and Social Services, Melissa DeVito-Senior 

Center Director, Urb Leimkuhler-Friends of Senior Advocates 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman, Laura Incerto  

at 3:30 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Laura Incerto led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

1. Approval of Minutes – Nhi Tran motioned to approve the minutes of February 28, 

2019.  Carolyn Durgy seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

2. Guest Speaker – Kate Neary Maxham, Judge of Probate, Fairfield, CT 

 

Judge Maxham said Probate Court and Human Services intersect quite frequently. She said 

Probate Court is about families and children and there are no criminal proceedings. They 

handle estates when someone passes, trusts, conservatorships, guardianships, terminations 

and adoptions, name changes, passports and ancillary matters.  It differs from Superior Court 

as it derives from statute. Probate Court is small and friendly. There is no court reporter or 

jury and doesn’t adhere to rules of evidence. They serve Petitioners who are generally not 

represented by council and the staff guides through the next steps. She said they are carrying 

on the same tradition of serving Fairfield residents that Judge Dan Caruso created. They have 

a staff of 4.5 employees and are located in Sullivan Independence Hall. 

  

She said about half of the conservatorships come through the senior center and some are 

referred by police, fire and health departments. As the population ages they turn to social 

services and might involve probate or conservatorship. Probate staff will ask the Human 

Services staff if they know the party involved and provide an assessment. She shared some 

children’s stories. She explained the probate process when someone dies and the estate goes 

to Probate Court. The State of Connecticut doesn’t file wills in advance. Voluntary and 

involuntary conservatorship was discussed. They work on guardianships for the intellectually 
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disabled. She believes they can make a bigger effort with the schools and the State is 

deficient in addressing mental health needs. 

 

The Commission discussed Judge Maxham returning to present a luncheon seminar to the 

seniors, participate in a panel discussion and speak to the Human Services staff at their 

weekly meeting.  George Markley said they will develop materials to give to Probate Court 

as community resources to create awareness of senior programs. 

 

3.  Old Business 
a)  Board of Health – no report. 

 

b) Committee for People with Disabilities – Kris Burbank said they have had a couple good 

meetings. They met with Jim Ross from the People with Disabilities Commission in 

Westport on how they organized to establish a commission. They spoke with First Selectman 

Tetreau and presented their findings to the sub-committee. They decided to aggressively 

make a commission for people with disabilities quickly. They met with Sacred Heart 

University graduate students regarding the assessment to identify gaps in services and what 

works. They will meeting again the end of April and are making good progress. Julie 

DeMarco said they are focusing on housing, transportation and socialization.  

 

c)  Friends of the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities – Peggy Chandler said they are in 

their fourth year of fundraising. Ms. Chandler mentioned sponsored events from the April 

newsletter and are bringing in guest speakers. They sponsored a table in the dining room for 

St. Patrick’s Day and will bring in a musical group next year. They are always looking for 

new members and need help with IT to keep data up-to-date. 

 

4. New Business – Senior & Disabled Tax Relief 

Ms. DeMarco said the current real estate tax program is running now through May 15. She 

said they are working with the tax assessor to send out postcards to create awareness. There 

is tax assistance on Monday’s and Wednesday’s at the Senior Center and encouraged seniors 

to take advantage of the programs. 

 

5. Department Update 

 a) Bigelow Center - Member Council 

Melissa DeVito said they are interested in starting new programs and reviving old 

programs based on suggestions.  They are having a food drive for Operation Hope and 

doing a Cents for Service drive collecting loose change to send care packages to troops 

and first responders. Next week is Part 2 of Care Givers Support and Lunch and Learn on 

Tuesday at noon.  

 

 b)   Social Services  

 Fundraiser Report – Ms. DeMarco reminded the Commission of tonight’s fundraiser, 

Comedy for a Cause at Penfield Pavilion. The proceeds will go to campership. Ms. 

DeVito has put together community social workers from Connecticut Women’s 

Consortium. 
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 Tax Assistance – Urb Leimkuhler said Ms. DeMarco has been generous opening the 

Senior Center on April 13 to discuss topics such as; investing in senior community, 

housing pipeline, initiatives, demographics, state issues, budget and tax issues, elder 

abuse, town issues, how to get involved. He said the town is expected to lose $10,000 

a year when each senior moves. Linda DeLorenzo said for every house that sells in 

Connecticut, nine move out of state and 3,000 people move to central Florida daily. 

 

 The Board of Finance Public Comment Hearing is Saturday, March 30 at 9:30 a.m. 

The Board of Finance Vote is Wednesday, April 3 at 7:30 p.m.                                                           

Evan from Connecticut Legal Services will speak at April Human Services meeting. 

Mr. Markley said the Community Health Seminar underscored disabilities and lack of 

mental health resources. 

 

6.   Public Comment – none. 

 

7.   Adjourn – Laura Incerto motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:44 p.m. Linda 

DeLorenzo seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Commission meeting will be on April 25, 2019, at 3:30 p.m. 
Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by Human Services Commission. 


