
  

 

Town of Fairfield 
HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 

 

A meeting of the Human Services Commission was held on Thursday, February 28, 2019,  

at 3:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room of the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities, 100 Mona 

Terrace. 

 

PRESENT: Kris Burbank, Bruce Carter, Linda DeLorenzo-Secretary, Carolyn Durgy,  

Laura Incerto-Vice Chair, Bernard Lynch-Chairman, George Markley, Nhi Tran 

 

ABSENT:  Rabbi Barbara Paris 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Julie DeMarco-Director of Human and Social Services, Urb 

Leimkuhler-Friends of Senior Advocates, Terry Murphy, Jill Vergara 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bernard Lynch  

at 3:35 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Bernard Lynch led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

1. Guest Speaker – Jill Vergara-Chair, Senior & Disabled Tax Relief Committee/RTM 

 

Jill Vergara said the Committee was formed in February 2018 and they meet twice a month. 

They are trying to make changes to the relief program. She gave history and background on 

the program. The new tax assessor made recommendations. They did a more comprehensive 

deferral program and the number of seniors significantly declined and benefits didn’t keep in 

line with tax increases. After reviewing other town ordinances a bi-partisan committee voted 

unanimously on changes in October in 2018 and submitted to LNA and they approved those 

changes. While it was approved, Robert Mayer-Town CFO, was concerned with the 

numbers. They made changes in the eligibility determination. The Tax Assessor believed the 

qualification asset test was overly complex. They had to alter some of their recommendations 

and eliminate QTAV. They also changed the credit program to increase the income limit and 

benefits given. Another change was to eliminate the freeze program which had zero 

participants.  She needs senior input and said there are not enough people speaking out on the 

issue. The Board of Finance has to work with the RTM to form a joint committee to review 

changes and decide on a proposal.  

 

Ms. DeMarco will assist with the mailer. Mr. Lynch said we need to make people more 

aware. The form applications will be available on online. Ms. DeMarco said it’s before the 

Board of Finance and the Tax Assessor is on board. She said Robert Mayer is concerned so 

they put a cap on the ordinance in case more people come in that they didn’t anticipate. 

Chairman Lynch said the proposed program would align Fairfield with other communities. 

Ms. Vegara said they don’t have to take all the proposed changes at one time. 



 

 

Human Services Commission  Page 2 of 3 

February 28, 2019 
 

 

Mr. Lynch would like to keep this as a constant item on the agenda and put the mailer on as a 

to do item. Ms. Vergara would like a senior population poll as some people don’t believe 

there is a drop in the senior population. She said it would be beneficial if we had data to show 

that. Ms. DeMarco suggested an online survey. Ms. Vegara would like to know if they 

offered additional benefits and allowed you to participate in program if you weren’t current 

in it; would you stay. Mr. Lynch will draft a letter from the Commission to move the process 

along. Ms. DeMarco and Ms. Vegara will coordinate the letter. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes – Bernard Lynch motioned to approve the minutes of January  

24, 2019.  Bruce Carter seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 

3.  Old Business 
a)  Board of Health – Bruce Carter said CERT is still looking for volunteers. 

 

b) Committee for People with Disabilities – no report. 

 

c)  Friends of the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities – Terry Murphy said Friends meet on 

a monthly basis and are trying to transition the model to own an event instead of just 

sponsoring it where they will staff and attend the events. They will host a fall speaker series 

which they will participate in. There is a large banner on the Town Green advertising the 

beginning of their Annual Giving Campaign. They will have a fundraiser at the beach to raise 

money and will host a fall speaker series. Friends are also volunteering to at lunches. 

 

4.  New Business – Commission Meeting Guest Speakers – Laura Incerto is seeking input  

from the Commission for areas of interest. She said First Selectman Tetreau will attend 

May’s meeting to give a town update. Kate Maxham, our new Probate Judge, will attend the 

March 28 meeting. Evan from CT Legal Services will speak in April. John Wynne will speak 

in June on the Town’s Strategic Plan. Ms. DeMarco will review the accreditation and there 

will no meetings held in July or August. 

 

Department Update: 

 

5. Bigelow Center - Ms. DeMarco said there was great feedback from the Member Council  

and they are a positive group. 

 

6.   Social Services  
a)  Fundraiser Report – The Tea fundraising event raised $7,000. There is a campership 

fundraiser on March 28 At Penfield Pavilion; the Commission will receive comp tickets.  

 

b)  Tax Assistance – no report. 

 

c)  Sacred Heart University Needs Assessment - no report. 

 

7. Public Comment – Urb Leimkuhler would like to continue to hold public meetings at the  

center. He said the April 15 meeting topics will cover a housing update, senior population  

and what’s going on at the state level. There will be a senior summit or symposium in the fall  
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 to give people a chance to come forward to invest in our senior population. He said the  

 census affected the direction of the data.  

 

Chairman Lynch circulated a Thank You letter from Nancy Legare. Julie DeMarco 

distributed budget information. 

 

8.   Adjourn – George Markley motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:36 p.m. Laura 

Incerto seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Commission meeting will be on March 28, 2019, at 3:30 p.m. 
Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by Human Services Commission. 


