
  

 

Town of Fairfield 
HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 

 

A meeting of the Human Services Commission was held on Thursday, January 24, 2019,  

at 3:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room of the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities, 100 Mona 

Terrace. 

 

PRESENT: Kris Burbank, Bruce Carter, Linda DeLorenzo-Secretary, Carolyn Durgy,  

Laura Incerto-Vice Chair, Bernard Lynch-Chairman, George Markley, Nhi Tran 

 

ABSENT:  Rabbi Barbara Paris 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Julie DeMarco-Director of Human and Social Services, Melissa 

DeVito–Senior Center Director, Jack Ciarletto-Housatonic Model Railroad Club 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Bernard Lynch  

at 3:33 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Bernard Lynch led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Jack Ciarletto asked to use the Senior Center to hold a model train show in October.  Julie 

DeMarco said that it is not possible this year due to staffing concerns. Mr. Ciarletto said they 

will pay for the volunteers, a custodian and make a donation to the Center.  He said their 

people will set up, break down and clean up. Bernard Lynch said he will exchange 

information with Mr. Ciarletto and review the request. Mr. Lynch said it is an operational 

decision about the building. 

 

1. Approval of Minutes – Bernard Lynch motioned to amend the minutes of December 

13, 2018, and remove Julie DeMarco’s name from attendance and correct SWCAA 

spelling.  Bruce Carter seconded the motion as amended which carried unanimously. 

 

2. Guest Speaker – Matthew Waggner-Senior & Disabled Tax Relief Committee/RTM 

To be rescheduled. 

 

3.  Old Business 
a)  Board of Health – Bruce Carter said the meeting topics discussed were emergency 

preparedness and CERT (Citizen Emergency Response Team). He said CERT is looking for 

volunteers and requires intense training. 

 

Mr. Carter said many unvaccinated people are coming into country creating measles 

outbreaks and encouraged vaccination. 

 

He said the town is working on Strategic Planning. 
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b) Committee for People with Disabilities – Kris Burbank reported on their first meeting 

held last week. She said the sub-committee, public and Emmet Hibson, the Town ADA 

Compliance Officer, attended.  The meeting is held the third Thursday of the month at 4:00 

p.m. and the next meeting is February 21
st
 at 4:00 p.m. She said the survey is a priority and 

encouraged people to participate to help make the town more inclusive. 

 

Melissa DeVito met with a SHU professor to work on a needs assessment to determine gaps 

in services.  

 

Ms. Burbank said the meeting was beneficial in helping to understand how to organize 

meetings, compartmentalize needs and stay focused on positive aspects. She said this 

committee can improve communication with the general public to help create community 

awareness of the many services available. There are meetings for parents whose children are 

moving out of school system into young adulthood. She said they go from children who are 

entitled to services to adults where they may be eligible for services and must apply.  George 

Markley said transportation is a concern.  There was further discussion on a communication 

plans.  

 

c)  Friends of the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities – no report. 

 

4. New Business – Bernard Lynch said he would like a guest speakers at the monthly 

commission meetings. Laura Incerto will coordinate and schedule guest speakers and 

they should prepare to speak for about 10-15 minutes. Kate Maxham, the new town 

Probate Judge, was a suggested speaker. 

 

Department Update: 

 

5. Bigelow Center 

a)  Member Council – Melissa DeVito said the first meeting last month went well. She 

said they are going back to starting lunch at noon. They are exploring new fundraising 

ideas to supplement the lunch program because the scholarship funding was cut. Friends 

of the Bigelow Centers decided not to support the lunch scholarship program as it did not 

align with their mission. Kris Burbank suggested reaching out to private schools to 

connect through a community service program and Bernard Lynch would like to explore 

corporate sponsorship as a monthly subsidy. 

 

b)  New Business – Melissa DeVito said the new Senior Providers meeting for agencies 

is February 1
st
 at 9:00 a.m.  

 

6.   Social Services  
a)  Holiday Give Report – Julie DeMarco said the program has helped 130 families and 

seniors and many organizations donated.  
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b)  Fundraiser Report – They had the tea bag fundraiser. An amateur comedy night will be 

held on March 28 at Penfield Pavilion and all proceeds go to Social Services. The Bigelow 

Downs will be held this year on May 5 at Penfield Pavilion and are coordinating the event 

with the Parks & Recreation Department. 

 

c)  Campership – The program last year helped 30 children and families and are gearing up 

for this year’s program.  

 

d)  Caregiver Grant - The grant consists of two parts; working with Shamrock Health Care 

and the other is an educational piece on caregiver issues. The caregiver must be 55+.  

 

7. Public Comment – Urb Leimkuhler said the legislature is back in session. He said 

they are meeting with state representatives to discuss social security, state tax and to remind 

them to preserve the gains made for senior over the last couple of years.  They are focusing 

on economic solution sessions to make life easier for seniors. 

  

8.   Adjourn – Kris Burbank motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:29 p.m.  Bruce 

Carter seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Commission meeting will be on February 28, 2019, at 3:30 p.m. 
Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by Human Services Commission. 


