
  

 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 MINUTES 

October 14, 2021 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4hvV_VUqks 
 

Virtual hearings were held through WebEx beginning at 4:15 p.m.  Notice of this Hearing was published in 

the Friday, October 8, 2021, edition of the Fairfield Citizen. 

 

Call to Order:  Chairman Klyver called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. 

Designation of Voting Alternates:  James Bohan, George Clark (4:30), Alyssa Stack 

Present:  Arthur Gravanis, Adam Klyver, Rosina Negron, Daryn Reyman-Lock (4:34), Christopher Shea 

 

Public Hearings: 

1. Town of Fairfield, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06824. For property located at 725 Old Post Road, 

Fairfield, CT 06824 

 

James Ryan, DPW Building Maintenance Manager, said the proposed lighting for the Victorian Cottage and Barn area 

is based off the Independence Hall Master Plan and Landscape Design. They will match existing lamp posts that are 

by museum and will continue in line with five fixtures. The fixtures are from the Pennsylvania Globe Gaslight 

Company. The white posts are wood and will match existing. There have been complaints of inadequate lighting in 

this section and they want to provide enough lighting for safety. Proposed walkways were taken into consideration 

with spacing the posts. Exact locations and photos were reviewed. 

 

Public comment – none. 

The hearing closed at 4:28 p.m. 

 

2. Pequot Yacht Club, 647 Harbor Road, Southport, CT 06890. For property located at 647 Harbor Road, 

Southport, CT 06890 

 

Mr. Clark recused himself. 

 

Bahman Azarm, PYC House Committee, stated there was previous concern on whether the condensers could be 

viewed from the street. Condensers have been placed on side porch for a few months and they would like to install 

them permanently. The proposed guard rails will mimic those that were approved for main 2nd floor porch. Mr. 

Gravanis visited the site and noted the condensers were not visible from street. 

 

Public comment – none. 

The hearing closed at 4:34 p.m. 

 

3. Richard Mervis, 249 Old South Road, Southport, CT 06890. For property located at 249 Old South Road, 

Southport, CT 06890 

 

Regina O’Brien, Landscape Architect, recapped the project with locations and current and historical photos. Ms. 

O’Brien said if they remove the fence, they would add more evergreens and plantings. Details of the proposed posts 

will follow same dimensions and proportions of existing and the 6’ picket fence along property would be maintained. 

Town Engineering and P&Z have approved curb cuts. Historically the curb cut served as the driveway to the property. 

She said recreating the previous driveway and installing 3/8” native fieldstone gravel would alleviate the parking 

problem. There would be a 5’ asphalt apron where the driveway ends as required by the Town. Mr. Clark isn’t in favor 

of removing white fence and replacing with trees and would like to see the fence maintained. He doesn’t see the cutout 

as a solution. Mr. Gravanis asked if the fencing had any historical significant, Ms. O’Brien was unsure. She clarified 

Town Engineering deemed the distance from the corner acceptable and that the proposed parking can accommodate 

3 not 4 cars. The garage is their shed and won’t be used for parking. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4hvV_VUqks
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Public comment – Mr. Klyver read opposing letters from Karen & Dan Bennewitz of 216 Old South Road, Chairman 

of Southport Conservancy Bob Svensk on behalf of the Southport Conservancy and Sean Keller of 246 Old South 

Road. 

 

The hearing closed at 5:03 p.m. 

 

4. Jacqueline & John McFayden, 249 Beach Road, Fairfield, CT 06824. For property located at 249 Beach Road, 

Fairfield, CT 06824 

 

Jack Franzen requested approval to construct a new one car garage and provided some history. He referred to the site 

plan noting how the house sits close to Beach Road and which sections were added. A store and post office were on a 

historical map, and he concluded because of the similar size, that became the tea house. The proposed and current 

garage locations were examined. He also shared drawings of the Beach Road view. The proposal is to match all 

materials; leaders, cooper flashing and lanterns to what was approved at the last hearing. Windows and doors would 

be all wood as well as siding and trim. Alternative locations were discussed. Mr. Klyver expressed concerns about the 

garage’s closeness to the cottage and tea house and the changing streetscape. Mr. Franzen explained their original 

thought to add a breezeway to connect the cottage but there were Zoning issues. 

 

Public comment – none. 

The hearing closed at 5:20 p.m. 

 

5. Marcia O’Connell, 470 Pequot Ave, Southport, CT 06890. For property located at 470 Pequot Ave, Southport, 

CT 06890 

 

James Gerrity said the homeowners would like to install a fence to block the existing generator and believe it would 

look better than the current overgrown hedge which is difficult to maintain. They also requested a gate with a possible 

arbor at their back entrance to provide more privacy. They propose to keep the fence in front of bow window. Just 

behind that is a cellar door and suggest a 6’ all wood fence with a capper between the cellar door and generator. They 

want to reset the stones and clean up gravel in the patio. 

 

Public comment – none. 

The hearing closed at 5:37 p.m. 

 

6. Jessica & Mitch McManus, 1088 Harbor Road, Southport, CT 06890. For property located at 1088 Harbor 

Road, Southport, CT 06890 

 

Jessica McManus said site plan is the same as previously presented. They will extend gravel driveway and replace 

two-car garage. Garage materials will be wood shingles to match house. They would replace three 4” can soffit lighting 

on side, reuse light on side of garage and reuse same door. They would install a fence with a gate on side of garage to 

match front fence. Photos and aerial views were shared. They proposed to reset stones in front parking area and do 

one row of cobble stone edging. Discrepancies in the drawings presented and the application were discussed. 

 

Public comment – Mr. Klyver read opposing letters from architectural historian, Todd Bryant, and from Joel Green, 

Esq. on behalf of Brian McMahon. Ms. McManus noted there were also previous letters in favor. 

 

The hearing closed at 6:00 p.m. 

 

7. Eliza & Jacob Chang, 500 Pequot Court, Southport, CT 06890. For property located at 500 Pequot Court, 

Southport, CT 06890 

 

Eliza Chang would like to add a 20’ satin black iron fence for safety concerns about 5’ back from property line. The 

fence will be 36” high and with posts 40” and a gate, round pickets in midsection in between existing wood fencing 

they share with neighbors. Photos of proposed fence and property were viewed. 

 

Public comment – none. 

The hearing closed at 6:07 p.m. 

 

8. Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Wright, 260 Harbor Road, CT 06890. For property located at 260 Harbor Road, 

Southport, CT 06890 
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Architect John Wasilewski stated his client wanted better rain coverage over the front porch and they proposed a 

canopy and also an arbor, lattice trellis and fence to the left. Existing photos were viewed. The proposed canopy is 

covered in copper, preserving the original feature of house. 

 

Public comment – none. 

The hearing closed at 6:20 p.m. 

 

9. David & Tina Montani, 920 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06824. For property located at 920 Old Post Road, 

Fairfield, CT 06824 

 

The item has been withdrawn. 

 

Consideration of Public Hearing Item 1-8 above 

 

1. Town of Fairfield, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06824. For property located at 725 Old Post Road, 

Fairfield, CT 06824 

Commissioner Shea motioned to approve as presented with further clarification of actual location that was described 

during the presentation. Commissioner Negron seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 5-0. (Bohan, 

Gravanis, Klyver, Negron, Shea in favor). 

 

2. Pequot Yacht Club, 647 Harbor Road, Southport, CT 06890. For property located at 647 Harbor Road, 

Southport, CT 06890 

Commissioner Gravanis motioned to approve “a and b” as presented. Commissioner Negron seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously, 5-0. (Gravanis, Klyver, Negron, Shea, Stack in favor). 

 

3. Richard Mervis, 249 Old South Road, Southport, CT 06890. For property located at 249 Old South Road, 

Southport, CT 06890 

Commissioner Clark motioned to approve as submitted for discussion purposes. Commissioner Negron seconded the 

motion. 

 

Mr. Clark had an issue with the fence being removed and doesn’t want to see the look of street change and added there 

is parking on street. He thinks you can configure the space to accommodate 4 cars plus the garage. Mr. Gravanis 

doesn’t think it is inappropriate. Mr. Shea thinks the fence is a defining character of the village. Ms. Negron agrees 

the removal of the Pequot Avenue fence seems unnecessary and changes streetscape. She does like the pillars. Mr. 

Klyver is concerned with the pull off. 

 

Commissioner Negron amended the motion to deny without prejudice “a, b, c”. Commissioner Reyman-Lock seconded 

the amended motion which carried, 4-1. (Klyver, Negron, Reyman-Lock, Shea in favor and Gravanis opposed). 

 

4. Jacqueline & John McFayden, 249 Beach Road, Fairfield, CT 06824. For property located at 249 Beach 

Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 

Commissioner Negron motioned to deny “a, b, c” without prejudice. Commissioner Reyman-Lock seconded the 

motion. 

 

Ms. Negron is concerned it is changing the streetscape. Mr. Klyver doesn’t think it’s appropriate. Mr. Shea thinks it 

takes away from the property. 

 

 The motion carried unanimously, 5-0. (Gravanis, Klyver, Negron, Reyman-Lock, Shea in favor). 

 

5. Marcia O’Connell, 470 Pequot Ave, Southport, CT 06890. For property located at 470 Pequot Ave, 

Southport, CT 06890 

Commissioner Shea motioned to approve as presented. Commissioner Gravanis seconded the motion. The motion 

failed, 0-5. (Klyver, Gravanis, Negron, Reyman-Lock, Shea opposed). 

 

Commissioner Shea motioned to deny without prejudice. Commissioner Negron seconded the motion. 

 

Commissioner Shea amended the motion to approve “a, b” and deny “c, d”.  Commissioner Negron seconded the 

amended motion which carried unanimously, 5-0.  (Gravanis, Klyver, Negron, Reyman-Lock, Shea in favor). 

 

6. Jessica & Mitch McManus, 1088 Harbor Road, Southport, CT 06890. For property located at 1088 
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Harbor Road, Southport, CT 06890 

Commissioner Negron motioned to approve “a, b, c, d” as presented for discussion purposes. Commissioner Reyman-

Lock seconded the motion. 

 

Items “e and f” weren’t noted and the Commissioners clarified which items corresponded to which letter. Dr. Reyman- 

Lock didn’t read the letters of approval that were presented last month. The roof plan was discussed. 

 

Commissioner Negron amended the motion to approve “a, b, c, d” with the stipulation that the  new garage roof 

match the existing roof of the house and the dormers, as presented in the application, are new metal roofing. 

Commissioner Reyman-Lock seconded the motion which carried, 4-1. (Gravanis, Klyver, Negron, Reyman-Lock in 

favor and Shea opposed). 

 

7. Eliza & Jacob Chang, 500 Pequot Court, Southport, CT 06890. For property located at 500 Pequot 

Court, Southport, CT 06890 

Commissioner Reyman-Lock motioned to approve “a” as presented. Commissioner Negron seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously, 5-0. (Gravanis, Klyver, Negron, Reyman-Lock, Shea in favor). 

 

8. Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Wright, 260 Harbor Road, CT 06890. For property located at 260 Harbor Road, 

Southport, CT 06890 

Commissioner Shea motioned to approve “a, b” as presented. Commissioner Gravanis seconded the motion which 

carried unanimously, 5-0. (Gravanis, Klyver, Negron, Reyman-Lock, Shea in favor). 

 

Approve Minutes:  09-09-21 (Klyver, Gravanis, Negron, Shea, Clark) 

Commissioner Negron motioned to approve the minutes. Commissioner Gravanis seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously, 5-0. (Clark, Klyver, Gravanis, Negron, Shea in favor). 

 

Approve Minutes:  07-28-21 (Klyver, Reyman-Lock, Negron, Bohan) 

Commissioner Reyman-Lock motioned to approve the minutes. Commissioner Negron seconded the motion which 

carried unanimously, 4-0. (Bohan, Klyver, Negron, Reyman-Lock in favor). 

 

Chairman’s Report:  Repairs 

1. 71 Spruce Street: Replace garage windows “in kind” 

2. 683 Pequot Ave: Restore windows & replace glass 

3. 985 Harbor Road: Replace roof “in kind” & repair door 

4. 144 Harbor Road: Repave driveway “in kind” 

 

Violations:  None. 

 

Old Business:   The Commission discussed in person and virtual meeting requirements. Mr. Klyver will inquire on 

updates. 

 

 1. Update and discussion on handbook revisions – Dr. Reyman-Lock hasn’t had to chance to work on this since 

  she is preparing the annual reports. 

 

 2. Update on the annual report – Dr. Reyman-Lock submitted the annual report and is working on the 18-19  

  and 19-20 reports. She is collecting information for the 21-22 report.  

 

  On another note Dr. Reyman-Lock’s house was unanimously voted on the State Historic Registry. 

 

New Business:  Dr. Reyman-Lock suggested a grant for resources and board training. 

 

Adjourn:  Commissioner Reyman-Lock motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 p.m. Commissioner Negron 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 


