
Town of Fairfield, Connecticut 

Golf Commission 

Monday, August 12, 2019 

Eunice Postol Parks and Recreation Center 

75 Mill Plain Road, Fairfield, CT 

 

 

Members Present: Ryan Scully, Chairman; Liam Herron, Peter Secrist, Keith Varian and Christine 

Hogan, Priscilla Schulz 

Members Absent: Paul Gleason  

Others Present: Anthony Calabrese, Peter Grace, and members of the public   

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:59pm  

 

I.   Act on Minutes:   July 8, 2019  

Motion: Liam Herron made a motion, seconded by Peter Secrist to approve the minutes as written. 

Vote: 5-0-1 (Priscilla Schulz abstained) 

 

II. Communications – To hear and act upon: 

1. Kieran McAlinden-Concession Loss of Business –  
Kieran McAlinden is requesting reimbursement for having to close due to sewage back up at the 

clubhouse.  The specific dates for which he is requesting the reimbursement are June 8.10 and 11.  

Saturday, June 8, he had to cancel a party with a band as well as business from the Belmont Race.  The 

request submitted was for $3,510.  Priscilla Schulz asked Anthony Calabrese if there was a precedence 

in place for this.  Mr. Calabrese said there was a precedence, but he felt that this situation was different 

given the planned party and the race event.  Mr. Calabrese recommended reimbursing Mr. McAlinden 

in the amount of $3,500. 

Motion: Priscilla Schulz made a motion, seconded by L. Herron to reimburse Mr. McAlinden for 

the $3500 June rent. 

Vote:  6-0   

 

III. Staff Reports   

1.   Pro Manager Report – Mr. Alexander was not in attendance but Mr. Calabrese had copies of the 

July Golf Report which showed July was on track.  There was a slight boost in revenue due to increase 

in greens fees and cart rentals.  The Par 3 is also doing well.  January to July numbers are ahead of last 

year.  Mr. Scully stated that we started later in the season this year due to weather and we are still 

ahead of last year.  There was a significant increase in Junior golf rounds.    

2.  Administration Report – Mr. Calabrese had nothing more to report. 

3.  Superintendent Report – Mr. Grace reported that the RFP walk through for the GC for the new 

building will be on 8/13/19.  Irrigation pipes need to be lowered and tree work needs to be done.  Mr. 

Grace is holding off doing that until the course closes in November so he does not have to close any 

parts of the course now.  Mr. Scully asked who had requested the work on the pipes and Mr. Grace told 

him it was Aris Stalis.  Mr. Grace also said he’d rather do the work than have the GC do the work and 

the money will come out of the building committee budget.  Mr. Scully asked Mr. Grace to keep a 

record of what is being done for the building committee.  Ms. Schulz had concerns that have been 

brought to her regarding the course: 

 2
nd

 tee in horrible shape 

 Rocks on steps to 2 – loose and uneven making people walk in the grass 

 Tee on 9 

 Tee on 15 is small 



 Mr Grace suggested she make a list and send to him and he will respond to her.  Mr. Scully mentioned 

that he gets complaints regarding the cleanliness and smell of the port-o-potty.  Mr. Grace said they do 

come and do maintenance regularly.  Ms. Schulz also asked if ball washers and wastebaskets could be 

added to the women’s tees.  Mr. Grace stated that ball washers are approximately $250/ea. 

 

IV. Greens Committee Report – Nothing reported  

 

V. Old Business – To hear and act upon:   

1. Clubhouse Building Update – GC RFP out for bids.  The building walk through is 8/13/19. Mr. 

Scully mentioned that once GC is in place (2
nd

 week of Sept) they will know what Golf Committee will 

need to do and how it will affect them going forward.   

        a). Concession RFP – Concession RFP will move forward to start getting bids for Fall.   

 

VI.   New Business – Mr. Herron mentioned that the town is having issues with possible toxic fill in 

P&R fields.  He was wondering if there is concern about the golf courses.  Mr. Calabrese assured the 

committee that no fill has been used on the courses. Ms. Schulz received an email stating handicap 

flags have not been available and the carts will not let people go to certain parts of the course.  Mr. 

Calabrese said the GPS system does need to be re-programmed.  Mr. Scully asked to have the email 

forwarded to him so he could respond.   

 

VII.  Public Input – Mr. Ralph Butera told the committee that the course no longer uses the handicap 

flags and that the golfer needs to let the starter know which cart he/she is using and starter will release 

the GPS in the cart.  Mr. Butera also wanted to know why the Concession RFP was going out so soon 

if the clubhouse won’t be open for a year.  He also stated that a new concessionaire will not get a liquor 

license without a building.  The current concessionaire already has a liquor license and Mr. Butera 

thought Mr. McAlinden should be able to have the ability to sell liquor.  Mr. Butera was also concerned 

that people would bring their own liquor if the course didn’t have any available when the course re-

opens in the spring.  Mr. Scully mentioned that this is something he needs to discuss with the town 

attorney.  It was suggested that a trailer be used to sell food/liquor and Mr. Calabrese said that would 

be a discussion with the HSR building committee.  Ms. Hogan asked if they had anticipated a decrease 

in revenue for greens fees.  Mr. Calabrese said they did put a 15% decrease in the budget.  Mr. Gorman 

also had questions about the sand in dispensers in carts and also in Par 3 tee boxes.  He is concerned 

the divots are not being replaced properly and was wondering if the dispensers have seed in the sand 

used to fill the divots.  Mr. Grace assured him there is seed mixed in the sand but that not all people are 

filling the divots.  An email went out to the golf clubs to remind people to rake and replace the sand. 

 

Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by general consent at 8:02 

p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Pru O’Brien, Recording Secretary 


