
Town of Fairfield, Connecticut 

Golf Commission 

Monday, June 11, 2018 

Eunice Postol Parks and Recreation Center 

75 Mill Plain Road, Fairfield, CT 

 

 

Members Present: Ryan Scully, Chairman; Paul Gleason, Liam Herron, Priscilla Schulz, and Peter 

Secrist 

Members Absent: Corinne Halliday and Eileen Wenzel 

Others Present: Anthony Calabrese, Parks & Recreation Director 

 

Chairman Ryan Scully called the meeting to order at 7:02pm and introduced new members, Priscilla 

Schulz and Peter Secrist who each gave a short summary of their background.   

 

I.   Act on Minutes:  May 14, 2018  

Motion: P. Gleason made a motion, seconded by L. Herron to approve the minutes with a spelling 

correction.  

Vote:  3-0-2 (P. Schulz and P. Secrist abstained)  

 

II. Communications – A. Calabrese stated that he had received a complimentary email regarding a 

Tournament held on May 14. All were very pleased and complimented the staff and Kiernan’s Place as 

well. Ms. Ryan will forward the letter to the members.   

 

III. Staff Reports   

1.  Pro Manager Report – Mr. Alexander reported that May’s revenue is slightly ahead of last May. 

That could be attributed to how poor last year’s weather was. He added that June’s revenue is identical 

so far. There was a short discussion regarding the loss of revenue at Carl Dickman Par 3. Mr. 

Alexander felt that perhaps it wasn’t worth opening until May 1 however, that does not provide much 

savings. He and others feel it is an integral part of the overall golf plan in Town. The beginner, 

younger, or older users enjoy the course and it allows HSR to be used by the more seasoned golfers. 

Members would like to see a Profit/Loss statement after the end of this fiscal year.    

 

2.   Administration Report – Mr. Calabrese had no report.      

 

3.  Superintendent Report – Mr. Grace reported that the staff continues to work on the roadway 

entrance and the gardens. Mr. Scully mentioned that he is hearing very nice things about the stairs on 

the 5
th

 hole and wondered if something similar could be built at 7 and 8. Mr. Grace remarked that 

Eddie, a staff person who does this work is very busy with patios and benches but it will go on the list. 

Mr. Alexander took that opportunity to state the he feels the Memorial Bench Program has reached its 

limit and that presently there is no more space for additional benches.   

 

IV. Greens Committee Report – Ms. Halliday was not present – No Report.  

 

V. Old Business – To hear and act upon:  

1.  Clubhouse Building Update – Chairman Scully reported that Clubhouse Building Committee has 

chosen, almost unanimously, Silver Petrucelli Architects. This firm is currently doing the work at 

Alling Memorial Golf Course in New Haven, a $2.8 million project and the Committee was very 

pleased with those renderings.  

 

They have been asked to present three options:   



1. Renovate the clubhouse in place 

2. Tear down and rebuild in place.  

3. Move the clubhouse to the location of the Superintendent’s Building, closer to the driving range on 

Hoyden’s Lane.  

Mr. Scully believes that a decision will be made in the next few months. All are welcome to attend the 

meetings.  

  

VI. New Business – To hear and act upon:   

1. Driving Range Bucket Pricing - $5 Half Bucket, $8 Full Bucket – Mr. Scully let the members 

know that he has recently been hearing that those using the Driving Range aren’t able to use all the 

balls in their range buckets and they are taking the buckets home and then bringing them back to hit on 

another day or, as Mr. Alexander mentioned, the buckets are not being returned at all. There was a 

discussion of lowering the price and offering fewer balls, however Mr. Alexander noted that the keys 

couldn’t be included because they had already been purchased for a certain price. The solution is 

limited by the software system. Another idea was to create a “warm up bag” since many complainants 

felt that “they were leaving money on the table” by not being able to hit all the balls in the bucket.  

After discussion, members felt they would like to wait to see what transpires with the building plans, 

and with the new software. No action was taken.       

2.  Future Concession Discussion – Mr. Scully reported that the Building Committee has asked that 

the Commission, whose purview it is to decide on any future Concessionaire, be involved in that aspect 

of the building. Choices may be to have a concessionaire on-board early in the building process in 

order to work closely on the building, or to put off getting the Concessionaire involved until the very 

end and add a blank space at the end of the process that would then make the space what they needed. 

The hope is that they can find a partner who would contribute significantly to the building in exchange 

for a long-term lease of possibly 10 or 20 years. An example of this partnership is the Town’s Tennis 

Center on Old Dam Rd.  Mr. Scully explained that this type of partnership has met with positive and 

negative outcomes in other towns.   Ms. Schulz and Mr. Secrist both asked questions about the 

restrictions that such a partner would be subject to. Mr. Calabrese mentioned that the Building 

Committee does not seem to be interested in a large banquet room, though they are interested in an 

expanded outdoor patio.  Also, the parking could be a limiting factor.  Mr. Scully will reach out to 

Craig Curley who has connections with the CT Restaurant Assn. in order to get the word out.  Mr. 

Calabrese will approach Vazzy’s and the current Concessionaire. More will be reported at the next 

meeting.     

 

VII. Public Input – None   

 

Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by general consent at 7:48 

p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Joan C. Ryan, Recording Secretary 


