
FFC –8/18/2020                   Minutes
Fairfield Forestry Committee, Fairfield CT 
http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry 
 

Administrative:   

Attendance:  Meeting convened via Zoom.  Attending were Mary Hogue (Chair), Jeff Minder 
(Tree Warden) and Committee Members Tom Corell, Misty Beyer, Geoff Steadman, Peter Krauss, 
Dave McMahon 
Minutes:  Minutes of the 7/21/2020 meeting were unanimously approved as submitted. 

Tree Warden Report:  

Electric Utility’s Vegetative Management (VM) Program:  Jeff Minder reported that United 
Illuminating (UI) response to the storm’s destructive forces. They included a 48-hour delay in 
response to downed wires due to focusing on critical infrastructure at the Hawthorn sub- station 
and the sewage treatment plant which caused a two plus day lag in getting crews on the 
streets. Jeff reported that 65+% of the tree damage was from trees on private property taking 
down wires - many trees falling on wires across the street. It would be good to have data on the 
neighborhoods, species, areas that UI had previously worked in, etc. as falling branches caused 
more damage than falling trees.  He noted that this is not a cut every tree down situation …. 
Instead more crews and needed for TRM work in town, UI has completed only half of the work 
planned for 2020. Town crews will be busy for months with safety and cleanup.  

The Committee agreed to send a letter to media outlets commending the DPW crews their 
stellar response to the storm and their tireless effort to serve their community with 
professionalism and enthusiasm even in these tough times. Great job. Jeff too! 

NewsFeed: 
Discussion of the immediate need after the destructive storm and tree loss detailing reasons 
why trees are needed in the community and the benefits of trees. 

Tree Planting Program (TPP): 

TPP Fall Planting:  Jeff Minder reported that it is still uncertain but after this storm unlikely 
that there will be a Fall TPP.   Tom Corell reported that the Town has recorded over 100 client 
requests for roadside trees to be planted this fall that need a response to manage client 
expectations. Tom will meet with Jeff to discuss options and will draft a letter to clients.  
TPP Database:  Dave McMahon reported that Fairfield University student Teresa Nguyen has 
decided to concentrate on her schoolwork and will not be available for TPP database work. 
Misty Beyer suggested we again reach out to the local collages regarding their hosting our 

http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry


  
database and managing our data searches in their computer science, environmental science 
classes or green teams.  

Town Plans:   
 Geoff Steadman reports progress of chapter 4 of the Town’s Community Forest Management   
 Plan and will review the information Peter Kraus developed on Best Management Practices   
 for the care of trees. He proposed adding a section on utility trimming and tree removal.   
 This section should include how the town and individual homeowners should work with the   
 utility companies in the future to improve resilience. 

Submitted: 8/20/2020  tc 

The Fairfield Forestry Committee promotes stewardship of town-owned trees and assists the town Tree Warden with implementing the town’s 
Community Forest Management Plan. The committee promotes awareness and appreciation for the environmental, economic, and cultural value of 
trees in Fairfield


