
FFC – 9/17/2019                     Minutes
Fairfield Forestry Committee, Fairfield CT 
http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry 
 

Attending Committee Members:  Mary Hogue (Chair), Jeff Minder (Tree Warden), Tom Corell, 
Karin Layton, Dave McMahon, Joe File and Geoff Steadman. Misty? 

Minutes:  Minutes of the August 20, 2019 Meeting were approved as submitted.  Consideration of 
the Minutes of the July 16, 2019 Meeting was postponed until the September Meeting. 

Tree Warden Report: 

- Electric Utility’s Enhanced Tree Trimming (ETT) Program 
In spite of the town Tree Warden’s objections, United Illuminating  (UI), the electric 
distribution Company servicing Fairfield, has indicated that it will not perform any ETT work in 
Fairfield this calendar year but will, instead, utilize its new Targeted Risk Management (TRM) 
program for trimming and removing trees along approximately 27 miles of Town roads.  UI has 
not yet begun any such TRM work yet.  The Tree Warden has advised UI that to the extent that 
any TRM work is needed, it should be under a separate program, distinct from, and not in lieu 
of, the ETT Program and that it should be focused on the Ash Trees that have been dying as a 
result of the Emerald Ash Borer invasion; but he has received no reply.  

- Public Utility Regulatory Agency (PURA) 
PURA will be having meeting with the Town and UI in _________ to discuss UI’s response time 
with respect to power outages in Town.  The Committee will try to make certain that its Chair, 
and members of the Towns Emergency Response Organizations, such as the Police and Fire 
Departments, will be present discuss and be heard about UI’s proposal for replacing ETT with 
TRM. 

- Town Tree Removals 
The tree Warden reported that between approximately 500 dead Ash trees located on Town 
properties and rights of way and the unusual number of trees damaged in recent storms, he 
and his crews have been, and for the foreseeable will continue to be, extremely busy with tree 
removals. 

Tree Planting Program (TPP): 

- 2019 Fall Program: 
Tom Corell reported that we are taking orders  for trees to be planted on Town rights of way in 
the Fall and will continue to do so through the end of September.  In order to avoid the risk of 
holding a large inventory of unplanted trees over the winter, the Town will purchase only 
enough trees needed to fill the orders received.   Tree planting will begin in mid to late 
October or after the trees arrive.   

http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry


  
- Tree Survey: 
Tom Corell, Mary Hogue, Dave McMahon and Joe File completed the survey and evaluation of 
the trees planted by the Town over the past few years.  Tom is in the process of manually 
incorporating all the accumulated data into a spreadsheet.  

- Commemorative Tree Program: 
Tom Corell reported that three Commemorative Trees have been ordered: one to be located on 
the Dwight School Property and two to be located 0n the property used by the child care school 
adjacent to the Senior Center.  

- Tree Database:  
Dave McMahon advised that the database is now available to be used to capture and evaluate 
data relating to the TPP and Commemorative Tree Programs.  He, Tom Corell and Mary Hogue 
will begin to incorporate the data from the completed Tree Survey and the information relating 
to the Fall Tree Planting Program into the Tree Database for use.  

- Deer Protection for Trees: 
It is clear from the results of our recent Tree Survey that a substantial amount of damage is 
being done to trees that the Town has planted over the past few years because of bucks 
rubbing their antlers against the trunks of the young trees.  Though many of the trees we 
planted this year were provided with deer protection, the Survey identified even more that are 
still at risk for such damage.  The Tree warden will buy tree protection and members of the 
Committee will affix it to the trees that need it in the upcoming months. 

Miscellaneous: 

- Town Community Forestry Management Plan: 
Geoff Steadman reported that the Questionnaire that the Committee had prepared to utilize in 
preparing its input to the Community Forestry Management Plan had nor yet been released for 
use.  It was decided to circulate the Survey to the entire Committee for final approval before 
releasing and using it. 

- Proposed Library Parking Lot: 
Misty Beyer reported that the Town Board of Planning and Zoning will be considering a proposal 
for converting a plot of wooded land into an additional parking lot for the Town’s Library.  It 
was decided that the Committee should stay aware of this proposal and at the least be certain 
that if it goes forward, it must include at least the minimum number of trees requires by Town 
Ordinance specifying the number of trees required in new parking areas.                                                                                                                                                    

- Town Schools Curricula:  
Mary Hogue will meet with the Town Superintendent of Schools to discuss the possibility of 
including topics of Environmental Sustainability into the schools’ curriculum. 

The Fairfield Forestry Committee promotes stewardship of town-owned trees and assists the town Tree Warden with implementing the town’s 
Community Forest Management Plan. The committee promotes awareness and appreciation for the environmental, economic, and cultural value of 
trees in Fairfield


