
FFC – 7/16/2019                     Minutes
Fairfield Forestry Committee, Fairfield CT 
http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry 

 

Attending: Mary Hogue,  Jeff Minder,  Karin Layton, Tom Corell, Misty Bayer, Dave McMahon, Chris 
Donnelly, Alyssa Israel, and Pamela Krausman-Klomberg a guest from Westport involved with trees 
there.


Minutes from June meeting were not available and will be on the agenda for the next meeting.


Tree Warden Report 
The contentious relationship that has evolved with Ui was detailed and discussed. The breakdown in 
the relationship has resulted only a small fraction of the trees needing care actually being worked-on 
over the last few years, and no work is scheduled for this year in Fairfield. This work stoppage will 
further erode the quality of the performance of the electrical grid in town and a decrease in the ability 
to respond in emergencies.  This is further insulting in that ratepayers are being charged for line 
maintenance that is not being done in our town. The dispute involves the right of the town to require a 
high standard of care to maintain trees in our town pitted against the utility’s desire to just cut any 
trees they wish without town or homeowner agreement. This is a clear violation of the rules, agreed on 
by PURA the regulatory agency, which Ui is changing without proper process and against the intent 
and interests of our town.


A draft letter from the FFC was circulated for comment that will be submitted to PURA requesting 
resolution and holding Ui accountable. The final version will be submitted this month.


Monthly Newsfeed  
A timely release on watering was suggested.


TPP 
A flyer to promote the Commemorative Tree Program was presented for review by Misty. It will be 
distributed to various groups and locations to promote the program and get more community 
involvement.


Dave explained the current progress on the TPP database program; utilizing iCloud and a data 
management program to manage our data and how it will benefit us  in the future. Suggestion to add 
GIS data to locate trees.


Evaluations of planted trees from inception in 2017 through this spring will begin in the next few 
weeks. New factors and data will be included.


Mary was able to obtain permission and the methodology to accept credit cards for tree purchases.


Private Property Ordinance 
The ordinance and regulations from the City of Hartford relating to the removal of trees in the city that 
was distributed to the committee before the meeting was discussed led by Alyssa Israel. The 
regulations in Hartford relate to maintaining tree canopy, tree removals and tree replacements.  Direct 
link to the ordinance -


http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry

