
FFC – 6/18/2019                     Minutes
Fairfield Forestry Committee, Fairfield CT 
http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry 
 

Attending Committee Members: Mary Hogue (Chair), Jeff Minder (Tree Warden), Joe File, Tom 
Corell, Karin Layton, Dave McMahon, Misty Beyer and Geoff Steadman.   

Minutes:  Minutes of the April 16, 2019 meeting were approved as submitted with a minor 
amendment, and the Minutes of the May 21, 2019 meeting were approved as submitted. 

Tree Warden Report:  

- Electric Utility’s Enhanced Tree Trimming (ETT) Program:   

United Illuminating (UI), the electric distribution company that services Fairfield, had 
advised the Tree Warden that its 2019 ETT Program in Fairfield will not happen but rather a 
new program, Targeted Risk Management (TRM) will include approximately 38 miles of the 
roads that it has identified for work.  This Targeted Risk Management (TRM) system as 
proposed by UI will allow the utlity to unilaterally decide which trees to work on and the 
amount of work for all roadside trees, without regard to issues of safety and/or risk, 
without first seeking the approval, consent or permission of the adjacent property owner, 
the or the Tree Warden.  The Committee believes such a system to be an attempt to 
circumvent the authority of the Town and the Tree Warden and will raise it’s concerns with 
The CT Public Utilities Regulatory Authority (PURA), which has statutory regulatory over UI’s 
ETT Program.  

The Tree Warden has several times requested UI to provide information about the frequency 
and seriousness of recent electric outages in areas that had been worked upon under prior 
years’ ETT programs to the storms as compared to previous to the implementation of the 
ETT program that will enable the Tree Warden to evaluate the effectiveness of the Town’s 
ETT Program to date.  

Newsfeed Articles:  Misty Beyer will speak with the people who gave Presentations at the Roots & 
Branches to ascertain whether they would be interested in writing short articles to be used in the 
Committee’s Newsfeeds         

Tree Planting Program (TPP):  

- TPP Analysis 

http://www.fairfieldct.org/forestry


  
Dave McMahon is continuing to work on developing a TPP database and to try to identify a 
platform on which it can be run.  He is attempting to identify an appropriate storage platform 
that can be used for the TPP database. 

- 2019 Tree Sales: 
Tom Corell reported that the Town’s Spring TPP been suspended for the Summer.   So far 
this year the Town has planted 136 trees, including three Commemorative Trees.  An 
additional 17 trees, have been ordered and paid for this Spring but were not then available 
from inventory.  Those remaining 17 trees will be planted in the Fall from the inventory 
purchased for the Fall Tree Planting Program.           

- Commemorative Trees: 
Tom Corell reported that he is currently working on one new Commemorative Tree proposal 
but that it is in the very early stages.  Misty Beyer is in the process of preparing a brochure 
that can be used in marketing the Commemorative Tree Program. 

Miscellaneous: 

-Lots of Plans: Community Foresty Action Plan, Transit Oriented Development (TOD) plan, 
Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD), Complete Streets and Strategic Plan: 

There are several “master” plans being created and/or reviewed and updated.  The 
Committee is working to update their Community Forest Action Plan. The Town Planning and 
Zoning Commission (TPZ) is currently working on a Transit Oriented Development (TOD) 
study for the Town’s higher density areas.  The Committee will attempt to have a provision 
requiring the inclusion of trees, both on the roadside and on the properties themselves.  
This is related to the mandatory update every 10 years of the Town’s Plan of Conservation 
and Development (POCD), which the Committee will also attempt to have specific verbiage 
related to trees. 
The Town officially approved a Complete Streets policy as put forth by the Bike Ped 
Committee, which specifically includes promotion of planting roadside trees.  The Strategic 
Planning Committee is working to complete its Stategic Plan for the town and is interested 
in hearing from our Committee on what we think should be included in their plan. 

- Tree Replacement Ordinance: 
In recent years a substantial number of healthy, mature trees on private property have been 
cut down by property owners, and have been replaced.  In light of the importance of trees 
to this Town, the Committee believes that the Town should consider enacting an ordinance 
requiring property owners to replace trees that are removed.   

Submitted 8/__/19  
Joe File

The Fairfield Forestry Committee promotes stewardship of town-owned trees and assists the town Tree Warden with implementing the town’s 
Community Forest Management Plan. The committee promotes awareness and appreciation for the environmental, economic, and cultural value of 
trees in Fairfield


