
May 12, 2021
7:05-8:34pm

Meeting Minutes

Attendees: Bob Wall, Jim Motavalli, Larry Kaley, Shawn O’Sullivan, Daphne Dixon, Kiersten Chou, Emma Kaye,
Rabab Syed, Mary Hogue, Ron Blumenfeld, Bill Leavy, Dustin Mandre, Joan Zimmerman, Jim Marren, Phil
Levieff; Guests: Michelle McCabe, Sophia Ceconi, Christina Smith, Rep. Jennifer Leeper

1. Meeting Minutes for March 2021 Meeting
Rabab made a motion, Larry seconded, no discussion, unanimous vote to approve as submitted

2. Treasurer Report
$6,6693.56 in SFTF account with all Earth Day payments and High School Scholarship of Fairfield
expended

3. Guest Presenter: Christina Smith, Sustainable CT Equity Coach
Christina discussed with the group about the issue of equity and how it is about empathy and
compassion to include people other than those that are the same as those are ourselves; it is not a
“tick the box” item.  Many people think it focuses on race but it encompasses any kind of “otherness”
such as single vs married, age, income, culture, gender, so finding common topic areas to connect with
each other helps to bind people together and build community.  It ideally should be something that is
organic versus something that is forced.  Much discussion ensued where several people shared
personal lived experiences related to how they had others assuming they didn’t have a college degree
or would be able to explain entire cultures because of their skin color and cultural background.
Sustainable CT requires a minimum of three equity actions for silver (re-)certification, which we
believe we have at least that to document.  We also discussed how we plan to revisit the individual
Sustainability Plan to see how we can use an equity lens to make it more inclusive for the entire
community.
In terms of the Sustainability Plan, for each of the modules the team should ask themselves, "how
would [x person] experience this or be impacted by this" using the guidelines of all the various and
most common types of person characteristics. e.g. installing led street lights, how would a person
driving, a person walking, a person living under the light experience this. I remember a big complaint
about new lights being installed by St. Mary's because they were too bright. When I'm driving at night,
I'm often blinded by cars with the led headlights, it might be good for the driver to see better, but not
the other driver having to look at that person's lights. While this process might seem perhaps cold in a
way, after a while of systematically doing this, your mind starts to naturally think of other individual
situations and that's to me where DEI starts to naturally come into play in a more empathetic,
compassionate way instead of as a tick the box way. We can't remember every situation every time
and having a checklist that helps you look at things systematically I find to be helpful. I use this for all
manners of things e.g. we designed a really beautiful piece for an arbor day mailing recently and didn't
even mention arbor day, duh. Often exclusion is not purposeful and that's where really focusing on
purposeful inclusion makes a difference.
FYI, Christina’s non-profit, Groundwork Bridgeport is having a Film Festival in July and is having a



fundraiser for it which Sustainable CT is matching 1 for 1 up to $7,500, so if you would like to donate,
please visit https://www.patronicity.com/project/bridgeport_film_festival#!/

4. Liaison Reports
d. Bike-Ped: Linda Lach: no update
e. Solid Waste & Recycling Commission (SWRC): Misty Beyer

5.  The SWRC discussed the new signage that John Marsilio was installing at the transfer station.
6. John also mentioned that an Osprey had a substantial nest close to an electric box that caused

it to short circuit and shut down. They had to call the manufacturer in Canada and replace the
circuit panel. The transfer station was forced to operate with just one compactor for a couple
of days - not a pretty sight!

7. Chair, Hugh Dolan, wants the SWRC to create a committee to oversee workings of the transfer
station.

8. We discussed the Recycle Do’s and Don’ts flyer tax bill insert Becky Bunnell has been working
on.  She was unable to get a grant for the flyer.  John Marsilio stepped in and said he would try
to get it funded and printed on the hazardous waste pickup flyer that is slated to go out with
the tax bills.

9. The ACR quarterly report shows that approximately 20 % of our recycles that end up at Oak
Ridge get taken to Wheelebrator!!

10. That adds up.  The Education and Outreach Subcommittee of the SWRC will look at a master
plan for improving communication about recycling with our community.  Plastic bags, soiled
food, propane tanks, paint cans, needles, masks are ending up in bins, cardboard boxes are
another problem. People don’t empty the styrofoam, bubble wrap and other plastics, so it
contaminates cardboard.

11. The insert is a step in the right direction - we need to take that information and post on social
media and the website 

d. Flood & Erosion Control Board (FECB): Becky Bunnell No update
e. Fairfield Forestry Committee: Mary Hogue

12. Working with Evan Kleban and his landscape architect on his landscape architect to install
demonstration Pollinator Pathway garden / Pocket Park at 1879 Black Rock Tpke (Taj
Restaurant) with possible mural project with Sustainable Fairfield Students / Sustainable Youth
CT on cement wall in back parking lot

13. Working with McKinley 5th grader, Ryan Romeo, on extensive tree planting program which is
prompted by Ryan’s gifted & talented project

14.Had photo op for Arbor Day & Fairfield’s 33rd year as Tree City USA (tied for 1st place in CT!)

with Ryan, First Selectwoman, Tree Warden and Forestry Chair highlighted in First
Selectwoman’s weekly update

15.Almost completed with spring planting of 185+ trees - an oak tree from SFTF in honor of Phil’s

father, Leo Levieff, should be planted very soon!

16.SB950 (very bad bill!) that was would have removed rights of abutting property owners and

power of the Tree Warden will be pulled by Energy & Technology chair

17.Earth Day (recap)
Kiersten reported she was much busier than expected but thanks to Joan, Emma and many young
volunteers was able to keep up.  Larry reported that tomato and mint plants were very popular.
Ron reported that the Ford Mustang Mach-e was also extremely popular at our first ever Drive
Electric Earth Day Event and of course Phil’s autonomous driving of his model S from his phone was

https://www.patronicity.com/project/bridgeport_film_festival#!/
https://fairfieldct.org/news/?FeedID=4322


the perennial hit it always is!  We had about 100 visitors, all young families, on a gorgeous day -
including Reps Cristin McCarthy Vahey and Jenn Leeper.

18. Committees Updates with focus on Sustainable CT updates (mark your calendars! submission
deadline 8/25/2021)

d. Energy & Built Environment: Bob Wall
We dedicated our entire May meeting to a presentation on “Heat Smart” by Bernie Pelletier,
Mark Scully and Celia Kosinski of People’s Action for Clean Energy (PACE). Heat Smart is an
education and outreach campaign - similar to Solarize - that seeks to accelerate adoption of
renewable thermal technologies. Several Connecticut towns have undertaken this campaign,
which is admittedly more complex than a solar energy campaign. The 20-week campaign could
encompass air- and ground-source heat pumps, solar hot water, home energy audits and energy
efficiency retrofits. Modest funding is available from PACE (through a philanthropic foundation) as
well as Sustainable CT (which requires a matching contribution) and we are encouraged to design
a campaign that specifically includes low- to moderate-income populations in the community. The
town is required to sign a Letter of Intent/Memorandum of Understanding (which is non-binding).
PACE would assist with identification and recruitment of heat pump contractors. SFTF would form
the Heat Smart Team and would also assist with recruitment of a HES vendor. PACE has provided
various background materials including an Air Sourced Heat Pump Buying Guide published by
Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships:
https://neep.org/sites/default/files/resources/ASHP_buyingguide_5.pdf
Although we did not have time to discuss this during our meeting, we advise that:
-       Progress has been made with updating our buildings in Portfolio Manager; however, certain
gaps still exist. We are working with DPW and Finance to obtain the missing data.
-       Discussions regarding the Tomlinson Middle School Solar Carport project have essentially
stalled due to a “moratorium” on municipal solar projects announced at a recent Board of Finance
meeting. We have suggested to the Finance Department that we establish a working group
(including SFTF) to help the town better understand the financial savings offered through solar
projects.

e. Transportation: Daphne Dixon
Electric School Buses

First Student - Brian English
What is their EV transition plan?

Municipal Fleet - Tom Bremer
Very Supportive of EVs
Does not support the current Crown Vic model
Believes the fleet could be reduced and would like to see reduction of current inventory
Encourages more car sharing among employees
Looking at the budget for opportunities to purchase EVs
In favor of identifying the optimal number of vehicles the town needs, and once that number is
identified, replacing them with EVs.

Green Wheels Expo
September 25 (mark your calendars now!)
Star Power interview
Car Parade - big success - how to improve
Not worry so much about getting cars from dealers - more personal cars
More interviews and videos with EV owners to talk about their experience

https://sustainablect.org/
https://neep.org/sites/default/files/resources/ASHP_buyingguide_5.pdf


Encourage those who do not own a EV currently to take a pledge for their next car to be
electric
More education
Start monthly meetings in June followed by weekly meetings as the event draws closer.

f. Food & Waste: Becky Bunnell
1. Sustainable CT submission discussion

a. Kiersten will be working on submissions for 5.3 - Develop agriculture friendly practices, 9.3
Recycle additional materials (Terracycle) and 10.1 – Encourage healthy and sustainable
food networks.

b. Becky is working on 9.1 – Report materials management data and reduce waste and
possibly 9.2 – Implement SMART.

c. Joan is working on 9.3 – Recycle additional materials (non-mandated by state) and
compost organics (Sound runner sneakers and the WRAP program,) as well as 9.4 –
Develop a food waste prevention campaign or food scraps recovery program.

2. Waste Actions and Discussion:
a. A Zero Waste seminar has been proposed for Summer: -Mary and Becky
b. Food waste recycling

i. Nicola is exploring a subscription based drop off program.
ii. There was a suggestion to explore local farms to see if we could organize local food

waste drop offs.  - TBC
c. Mary updated the group that composting in Community gardens is likely to be a 2022

initiative.
d. Bob has confirmed 2 dates for a Mattress drop off to support off campus students: May 20

for SH and May 24 for FU from 9 – 4. Cost is $10 per piece.
e. Becky updated the group about the exploration into an EcoRIch composter. Stamford is

putting one in next month and we will plan a road trip down to see their operation.
f. PAYT - or SMART – Becky is still following up on an analysis of a bin versus Bag program.
g. Becky has created Recycling Correctly Stickers that can be used on all the residential Blue

bins and an insert into the tax bills. The Tax bill insert has been approved by the SWR
committee for June insert. We are still exploring options for grant funding for the Bin
stickers.

2. Food actions and discussions
a. Kiersten is updating the master list of local food options and series of Blog posts.
b. Joan – is developing a food waste prevention program.

Dustin –is creating programs for Vegan recipes and Meatless Monday plus Compostable
containers.

g. Natural Environment: Mary Hogue
● Connected with MRWC for Actions 3.1, 3.3, 3.6, 3.7, 3.8, 3.10 & 3.12

● Engineering helping to update brochure with new LID developments on 3.8

● Begin write up for 3.9, which is just an update to 2018 submission

● Demonstration garden on Black Rock Turnpike Kleban Properties; Mike Sherer (commercial
property owners), plus Board of Realtors request of creation of a pocket park at 355
Burroughs Rd open space which is currently an abandoned lot for 3.12

● Will write a blog post for the outreach component of 3.13

h. Equity: Emma Kaye & Shawn O’Sullivan
i. Sustainable CT

i. Food - Kiersten



1. Recap of farmer’s markets, etc
2. Row for Hope or similar - encouraging people to buy extra at farmers market to be

donated to OH
ii. Natural Environment - Mary

1. Tree planting grant
2. 10 minute park - with Pollinator Pathways

iii. MLK Mural - Mary and Lynnaija
iv. FEC 10 point plan to BOE - Mary and Lynnaija
v. REJTF - Gina (?) & Emma

vi. Equity statement (Sustainable CT Action Item 1.3) - Emma to send update with comments
from Becky and Shawn, then send to Gina and Jess LeClair

vii. Equity Training
viii. Emma contacted Jennifer Leeper, she does not want to commit but says let her know if no one

else signs up; Alex Durrell said he would send the write-up Mary sent him to the entire
Republican caucus to see if he could get anyone to sign up for the fall session

j. Communication: Rabab Syed
The Communications & Outreach Committee had our 4th meeting on Tuesday, May 11th at 10 am
where we finalized the 10 EVENTS to document our communication and outreach for
SustainableCT!
1. GWE (physical 2019)
2. GWE (online 2020)
3. Drive Electric EV Parade (EV Club Of CT –
Westport)
4. Earth Day Event (physical 2021)
5. Earth Day Event (online 2020)
6. Earth Day Concert (2020 & 2021)
7. 4 Clean Ups

8. 8 Composting workshops
9. What’s In What’s Out Recycling Event
with CT Deep’s Sherill Baldwin
10. Town of Fairfield Shop & Stroll (we
sponsored it - add press release)
11. ***Maybe Nature Journaling Workshops
(2021) Bridgeport, Trumbull, Fairfield,
Westport

● Rabab will start working on social media write up keeping in mind the 10 events and also the
Sustainable CT Toolkit for section 8.2.

● Jim Marren has gotten in touch with Jackie Bertolone's office to start coordinating with her on
updating our baseline document re: Town communications for Sustainable CT, asking for her
help in filling in gaps, any necessary revisions to what's there, etc.  As part of that, he will ask
her for help in updating the "equity" features of Town communications.

● Mary has connected with Conservation and Emmeline (Zoning) pertaining to section 8.3 – the
two departments related to training – and will document on who got trained on what, when by
the end of this week.

● Dustin will pull links to the SFTF website in conjunction with the 2018 documentation and put
into google drive.

● Will touch base with Brad Kerner for Community Matching Grant Fund update on his
eco-cooperative. Also considering other potential projects for this section, still in nascent stages
for those.
We also addressed ensuring Equity in our communications, we came up with how we reach
everyone, anywhere, at any time via the following:
- Our Social Media channels
- Our Webinars are online and recorded
- We Upload onto our Website and our YouTube Channel for all to access.

k. Advocacy: Mary Hogue & Shawn O’Sullivan



No new letters sent from SFTF but SB950 has been pulled and members have been requested to
send individual letters to PURA per Docket 13-06-02RE05 to investigate the state’s 10 year gas
expansion plan asking them for no natural gas expansion but due to PURA changing their system
comments aren’t allowed until 5/14?!

l. Sustainable CT Actions that are OUTSIDE sub-committees
1. 2.1 Sustainable Purchasing – Gerald Foley
2. Other Actions in 2. Thriving Local Economies, 4. Vibrant and Creative Cultural Ecosystems &

11. Healthy, Efficient and Diverse Housing – Mark Barnhart
3. 3.1 Provide Watershed Education, 3.3 Engage in Watershed Protection and Restoration, 3.6

Manage for Drought and Municipal Water Use, 3.7 Provide Education on Water
Conservation, 3.10 Facilitate Invasive Species Education and Management, 3.12 Enhance
Pollinator Pathways - MRWC

4. 3.11 Implement Green Grounds and Maintenance Program – Doug Novak / Jeff Minder –
working on updating worksheet

5. 5. Dynamic and Resilient Planning, 4.3 Develop a Creative Placemaking Plan – Emmeline
Harrigan – conference call Fri, 5/14 1pm

6. 8.3 Train Municipal Representatives – Conservation, Zoning – on-going, have Conservation
7. 10.3 Improve Air Quality in Public Spaces – Fairfield Cares – made progress since 2018 via

outreach on vaping, need to write up

19. Old Business
d. Recap of meeting with First Select Woman 4/19 2:30pm Bob Wall, Mary Hogue & Becky Bunnell

as SFTF representatives

20. New Business


