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Town of Fairfield 

Office of Community & Economic Development 
Minutes of Economic Development Commission Meeting 

May 5, 2022 
 

The Economic Development Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting 
Thursday, May 5, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. in the Second Floor Conference Room, Old Town 
Hall and via Zoom 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kevin Lesko; Justin Beck; Steve Rosato; Collin Colburn; 

Ken Hochhauser; Matthew Rappoport  
 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; Beverly Balaz, Fairfield Chamber of 
Commerce; Don Peterson 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 8:37 a.m. 
 
Minutes: The minutes of April 7, 2022 were approved unanimously. 
 
Director’s Report 
 

                  Mr. Barnhart reported that Shop & Stroll was successful with good participation by 
retailers and shoppers. The Make Music Day will be June 21, 2022 and Sidewalk Sales 
will be July 16, 2022. There will be a public hearing on the distribution of CDBG funds 
for FY 48. The proposed funding projects will then be presented to the Board of 
Selectmen for approval. The proposed Affordable Housing Report will be online for 
review next week. It is to be submitted to the state by June 1, 2022. 
 
The Board of Selectmen approved a one-year trial of Bird Electric Scooters in order to 
assess public demand. 
 
Among the new businesses in town are Bonkers Cupcakes, NicholsMD and KISSoapery. 
A restaurant is slated to take the space where B-Good used to be on the Post Road. Mr. 
Barnhart has submitted a letter to the Zoning Board of Appeals in support of a parking 
variance for the new restaurant, which will feature Italian fare. 
 
Mr. Barnhart discussed the progress on the East Trunk Sewer line. The Town received a 
grant of $750,000 several years back to help finance construction of the project. 
However, project costs have increased significantly, and the WPCA has been evaluating 
different options. Commissioners agreed that the project was very important to Fairfield’s 
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economic development. The EDC will await further information from the Director before 
deciding on an action plan. Mr. Barnhart will provide a further report at the June meeting.  
 
Committee Reports 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that Commissioner Valorie is investigating the feasibility of 
establishing a restaurant at the marina. Mr. Barnhart reported that this will need to go 
through the Parks and Recreation Commission, and has suggested that the Town engage 
students from either Fairfield or Sacred Heart to study the feasibility and market 
potential. 
 
Mr. Beck reported that he is investigating the possibility of a Taste of Fairfield event for 
the future.  
 
Update on Development Sites/Pending Applications 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that the owner of 15 Unquowa Road is proposing a 6 story, 63-unit 
residential development under CGS 8-30g. Mr. Barnhart noted that his office had sought 
to work with the owner on an alternative four-story mixed use development.  Mr. 
Barnhart reported that there are questions about whether there is adequate sewer capacity 
and that the location has been prone to flooding.  
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that his office has received notice of a code review meeting to 
review a proposed mixed use development at 116 Sherman Street. Mr. Barnhart reported 
that the Fairfield Metro Center development is before the Inland Wetland Commission to 
seek modifications to the permit conditions so that the developer can construct the first 
building. 
 
The Burr Mansion is now being managed by the Fairfield Parks and Recreation 
Department. 
 
Chamber President’s Report 
 
Ms. Balaz mentioned that about 100 ‘goody bags’ were distributed during Shop & Stroll. 
 
Other Business 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that he had placed a promotional ad about Fairfield in the Fairfield 
County Business Journal. 
 
Mr. Barnhart noted that the General Assembly had passed a bill to extend temporary 
outdoor dining provisions through April of 2023. Ironically, passage of this bill had a 
negative effect on the EDC’s proposed text amendment to loosen restrictions on outdoor 
dining further.  TPZ denied the EDC’s application without prejudice, suggesting that the 
Commission re-file this fall.  Mr. Barnhart reported that he is planning to gather 



 3 

information this summer to present to the TPZ as part of the Town’s updated application 
and has discussed a petition drive with local restaurateurs.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:32 a.m.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 2, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
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