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Town of Fairfield 

Office of Community & Economic Development 
Minutes of Economic Development Commission Meeting 

April 7, 2022 
 

The Economic Development Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting 
via teleconference on Thursday, April 7, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kevin Lesko; Justin Beck; Ken Hochhauser; Collin 

Colburn; Matthew Rappoport 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; Beverly Balaz, Fairfield Chamber of 
Commerce 

 
To Consider, Act and Approve the Minutes of the March 3, 2022 Meeting  
 
The minutes of the March 3, 2022 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
Mr. Barnhart advised that the RTM is considering the Town’s operating budget request. 
No changes have been made to date by the Board of Selectmen or Finance to the EDC 
budget request.  
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that the Connecticut General Assembly had approved an extension 
of the outdoor dining accommodations until April 2023. Restaurants with existing 
outdoor dining locations will be renewed automatically.  Those seeking to establish new 
outdoor dining locations or to expand an existing one will need to apply through TPZ, but 
the process will be handled administratively and all application fees will be waived. TPZ 
is still considering the EDC’s proposed text amendment to reduce parking requirements 
and lessen other rules for outdoor dining after the State rules expire. 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that the Annual Shop & Stroll into Spring event will take place on 
April 28, 2022. The office is also planning a kick-off event that evening beginning at 
5PM at JB Percivals as a fund-raiser to benefit the Fairfield Foundation for Education. 
 
Mr. Barnhart noted that the office had submitted a grant application request to the CT 
Office of Tourism in support of Fairfield’s participation in the annual Make Music Day 
event to be held on June 21, 2022. 
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Mr. Barnhart reported that the Town is considering a pilot program to offer a shared e-
scooter service in Fairfield. The matter will be considered by the Board of Selectmen on 
April 18th.  The scooters would most likely be in use seasonally from May through the 
fall. 

 
Design work on the Stratfield 4-Corner project is nearly complete. Mr. Barnhart reported 
that he has been meeting with property owners and with CDOT to address design 
concerns.  Mr. Barnhart stated that he hopes to solicit bids by the end of May and begin 
construction by late summer or early fall.  

 
Committee Updates 
 
Mr. Barnhart worked with Mr. Colburn to identify some companies based in NYC/metro 
area that may be good candidates for locating in Fairfield.   
 
Mr. Barnhart said that he would work with Mr. Colburn and Mr. Hochauser to review the 
Town’s marketing campaign.  
 
Mr. Barnhart said that he would be meeting with Mr. Valorie to discuss the feasibility of 
a restaurant at the marina, and possibly working with students from SHU or Fairfield U to 
undertake a market analysis. 

 
Update on Development Sites/Pending Applications 
 
A plan for the Crossings at Fairfield Metro has been provided to the Inland Wetlands 
Commission. The developer has asked for some changes to the existing plan. Consent of 
the state is still needed in order for the sale of the property to be closed. 
 
Mr. Barnhart has been in consultation with a potential purchaser of the Miller VW site on 
King’s Highway. They will be working with the state to develop a remedial plan for the 
property. 
 
Planet Fitness will be vacating their space on Black Rock Turnpike and relocating to 
Villa Avenue, next to Stop & Shop. 
 
A judge has ruled in favor of the developer of the former Masonic Temple site.  The 
TP&Z Commission may decide to appeal the ruling. 
 
Bigelow is planning to build a new state of the art distribution center in Shelton as the 
business continues to expand. Bigelow recently invested $2m in the Fairfield site for 
automation improvements. Governor Lamont is planning a visit to Bigelow to view these 
investments. 
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Mr. Barnhart indicated that said he continues to monitor several sites including 40 
Hillside, 801 Post Road (PizzaCo) and 750 Post Road (former Joe’s American), but that 
there was nothing substantive to report.   
 
Chamber President’s Report 
 
Ms. Balaz mentioned a number of new businesses that have opened recently. She noted 
that the Chamber was updating its Membership Directory and Visitor’s Guide. The 
Spring Fling will be held April 27 at the Burr Mansion. 
 
Other Business 
 
Mr. Beck attended a recent forum hosted by Fairfield’s entire State legislative delegation. 
He noted that the purpose was to keep the business community informed of changes in 
Hartford and of resources to assist their businesses. The next meeting is scheduled for 
April 12. 
 
Mr. Lesko asked about meeting in person.  Mr. Barnhart will try to arrange an in-person 
or hybrid meeting for the next EDC meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:20 a.m.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 5, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
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