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Town of Fairfield 

Office of Community & Economic Development 
Minutes of Economic Development Commission Meeting 

March 3, 2022 
 

The Economic Development Commission of the Town of Fairfield held its regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting via Zoom on Thursday, March 3, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 8:33 a.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Steve Rosato; Justin Beck; Ken Hochhauser; Collin Colburn; 

Matthew Rappoport 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; Don Peterson, Commissioner Emeritus  
 
To Consider, Act and Approve the Minutes of the February 3, 2022 Meeting  
 
The minutes of the February 3, 2022 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported on the following: 
 
Buy Local Bingo, an incentive to encourage residents to ‘buy local’, will end on March 4. 
 

 The Annual “Shop & Stroll into Spring” is scheduled for April 28th in downtown Fairfield.  The 
Town is planning a pre-event fundraiser at JB Percival to benefit the Fairfield Fund for 
Education.   

 
 Mr. Barnhart and Ms. Limperopulos met recently with the Parks & Recreation Department and 
Friends of the Fairfield Public Library to discuss building upon the success of the Fairfield Food 
Truck Festival held at Penfield in the fall.  Mr. Barnhart also talked to the Parks & Recreation 
Department about resurrecting a Taste of Fairfield event.  

 
 Additionally, Mr. Barnhart reported on the potential availability of funding for brownfield 
investigation and remediation. Mr. Barnhart reported that he is exploring brownfield funding to 
assist with redeveloping the former Miller VW site on Kings Highway.  

 
 A text amendment has been sent to TPZ regarding proposed changes to the Town’s outdoor 
dining regulations. The state is also considering legislation for a one-year extension to the 
existing temporary outdoor dining regulations. 
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 Mr. Colburn has identified roughly two dozen companies based in NYC/metro area that may be 
looking for space outside the City.  Mr. Barnhart will be meeting with Mr. Colburn to refine this 
list. 

 
 Mr. Barnhart reflected on the recent Economic Development Commission Retreat. He reviewed 
some of the ideas that were discussed: (1) utilizing town property to provide opportunities for 
waterfront dining; and (2) creating a signature event such as Taste of Fairfield. Mr. Barnhart 
suggested that both ideas could be explored further through student-led teams at both FU and 
SHU.  Mr. Barnhart noted that the Town was in the process of selecting a consultant to help 
complete the POCD and update to the town’s zoning regulations, but that a formal award notice 
was still pending.  
 
Update on Development Sites/Pending Applications 
 
The Plant Factory site on Black Rock Turnpike has been approved (again) for medical office use. 
 
TPZ has completed public hearings on new residential facilities for SHU and is expected to 
consider a request from FU for additional living quarters on their campus. 
 
Mr. Barnhart attended a recent code review meeting to consider a 2000 sq. ft. addition for Lenox 
Jewelers on Black Rock Turnpike. 
 
The former Miller VW site at 355 Kings Highway has a potential developer but the site will 
require remediation. 
 
The prospective purchaser of the Crossings at Metro Center site is waiting for sign-offs from the 
State in order to close on the purchase of the property. 
 
Mr. Rosato asked if the State legislature was considering changes to 8-30g. Mr. Barnhart said 
that this was unlikely since this is a short session in Hartford. 
 
Other Business 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that the design phase was nearing completion for planned improvements 
to the Stratfield and Southport areas in town.  He expected the project to be bid later this spring 
with work expected to begin this fall. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:07 a.m.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 7, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
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