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Town of Fairfield 

Office of Community & Economic Development 
Minutes of Economic Development Commission Meeting 

December 9, 2021 
 

The Economic Development Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a special meeting 
via teleconference on Thursday, December 9, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Justin Beck; Ken Hochhauser; Steve Rosato; Rob Valorie; 

Colin Colburn; and Matthew Rappoport. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; Don Peterson, Commissioner Emeritus 
 
Welcome and Introduction of New Board Members 
 
In the absence of the chair, Mr. Lesko, Mr. Barnhart introduced new Board Members: 
Mr. Valorie, Mr. Colburn and Mr. Rappoport. 
 
To Consider, Act and Approve the Minutes of the November 4, 2021 Meeting  
 
The minutes of the November 4, 2021 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
To Consider, Act and Approve the 2022 Meeting Calendar 
 
The proposed 2022 meeting calendar was approved unanimously. The meeting day and 
time will be the first Thursday of each month at 8:30 a.m. 
 
To Consider and Elect Officers 
 
The Commissioners agreed to postpone the election of officers until the meeting of 
January 6, 2022. 
 
Director’s Report on Retail/Restaurant Promotions and Other Programs 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that the feedback regarding Fairfield Restaurant Week has been very 
positive. This program presents an opportunity for restaurants to attract new customers 
including people from out of town. 
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Mr. Barnhart reported that the Annual Holiday Stroll will be held this evening.  The 
Town holds a similar event in the spring.  Both programs and the Annual Sidewalk Sale 
are intended to support the local mercantile base and encourage people to buy local. 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that he meets regularly with downtown retailers to plan events and 
share information. Mr. Barnhart mentioned holiday events planned for Southport and 
Greenfield Hill. He noted that Black Rock Turnpike has more national brand retailers 
which typically do not participate in these types of programs. 
 
Mr. Rosato asked about the status of the Black Rock Turnpike safety study. Mr. Barnhart 
said the concept plan has approved and that the town is now seeking funding to initiate 
more detailed design/engineering plans.  He noted that this will likely be done in phases 
over a number of years. 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that a concept plan for the Post Road Circle area is nearing 
completion. Similarly, the Town is working with a consultant to prepare design plans for 
pedestrian improvements to a section of Post Road in the Grasmere neighborhood.  There 
will be meetings soon to get public input. He will forward a listing of upcoming meetings 
relevant to both projects.  
 
Update on Development Sites/Pending Applications 
 
The developer of the proposed Chick-Fil-A on Post Road has filed an appeal of the TPZ 
decision. 
 
The application for a zone change and site plan approval to accommodate a new 
veterinary hospital at 40 Hillside Avenue was also denied. Mr. Barnhart reported that the 
TPZ Commission may be amenable to a revised application with modifications to the site 
plan. 
 
Mr. Barnhart stressed the need to complete an update to the Town’s Plan of Conservation 
Development to establish parameters and goals to guide future development in Fairfield.  
 
Chamber President’s Report 
 
Mr. Barnhart reported that Ms. Balaz was unable to attend today’s meeting due to a 
scheduling conflict. 
 
Discussion of Board Retreat 
 
Mr. Barnhart suggested that the Commission consider holding a Board retreat early next 
year to discuss the Commission’s goals and objectives. Mr. Barnhart indicated that he 
would follow up with suggested meeting dates. 
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Other Business 
 
There was no other business. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:40 a.m.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 6, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
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