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Town of Fairfield 

Office of Community & Economic Development 
Minutes of Economic Development Commission Meeting 

October 7, 2021 
 

The Economic Development Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting 
via teleconference on Thursday, October 7, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kevin Lesko; Don Peterson; Jon Slavin; Justin Beck; Ken 

Hochhauser; Steve Rosato 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Alethe Fatherley 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; Beverly Balaz, Fairfield Chamber of 
Commerce 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. 
 
Minutes: The minutes of September 2, 2021 were approved unanimously. 
 
Update on Covid-19 Response and Reopening Plan 
 
Small Business Grants:  
 • $322.000 distributed ($20,000 remaining) 
 • 81 businesses aided 
 • 145 jobs retained 
 • 21 jobs created 
 
Mr. Barnhart said he has received calls from other communities asking for advice as to 
how to manage funds. 
 
Report on the Draft Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
 
Mr. Barnhart said he has supplied his comments on the plan to MetroCOG. He expects it 
will be ready for approval soon. 
 
Discussion of Economic Development Priorities/American Rescue Plan 
 
Mr. Barnhart said the list of priorities for Fairfield has been finalized and accepted by the 
RTM. Mr. Barnhart noted that the plan included funding to update the Town’s Plan of 
Conservation & Development (POCD) and Zoning regulations.  TPZ staff have since 
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prepared an RFP to hire a planning consultant to assist with the completion of this work.  
Another priority included in the plan is to address flooding and the effects of climate 
change including the Rooster River watershed.  
 
Update on Development Sites/Pending Applications 
 
Mr. Barnhart said building permit activity has been robust, which is due in part to 
continued construction at both universities. 
 
Mr. Barnhart updated the Commission on the status of the former Exide Battery property, 
which is ready for development now that remediation work has been completed. Mr. 
Rosato asked if there were any plans to improve the Mill Plain/Post Road intersection. 
Mr. Barnhart said that while there is recognition of the problem, there are definitive plans 
and it will be an expensive undertaking. 
 
There is a pending sale of the Crossings at FairfieldMetro site. It is approved for mixed 
use.  
 
The Jewish Home is no longer pursuing development of the former Fairfield Lumber 
Yard site at 185 Thorpe Street for 148 units of age-restricted housing. There is other 
interest in developing the property. A for profit development could add substantially to 
the town’s grand list. 
 
Mr. Barnhart reviewed the status of the former Handy & Harman site at 333 Grasmere 
Ave.  The site is under a consent order from the CTDEEP, which has asked the company 
to prepare an Ecological Risk Assessment. Mr. Barnhart will meet soon with 
representatives of CTDEEP to determine the next steps in the rehabilitation process. 
 
Mr. Barnhart noted that TPZ had conducted earlier this year a pre-application review of 
the site at 81 Black Rock Turnpike.  The developer is proposing a large residential project 
with some retail.  The purchase and redevelopment is complicated by environmental 
remediation issues. 
 
Mr. Slavin asked if Fairfield has the infrastructure in place to support this kind of growth. 
Mr. Barnhart said that the POCD will need to consider how to balance growth with other 
community priorities and to ensure that infrastructure is in place to support future 
development plans. 
 
Chick-fil-A: Mr. Barnhart said that the public hearing was continued until later this 
month.  Traffic concerns continue to predominate the discussion. 
 
801 Post Road: the proposed pizza restaurant has submitted a revised plan, and a decision 
from TPZ is pending. 
 
40 Hillside Road: a veterinary hospital is planning to expand on the former Jehovah’s 
Witness site.  The application will be heard at public hearing later this month. 
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Chamber President’s Report 
 
Ms. Balaz reported that the Chamber offices are now located at 200 Mill Plain Road. 
Oaklawn Cemetery recently dedicated a memorial to the victims of 9-11. October 16 is 
the date of the Harvest Market on the Green; November 27 will be Small Business 
Saturday; Halloween on the Green is scheduled for October 24 and Santa will arrive 
downtown on November 28. 
 
Other Business 
 
Mr. Barnhart mentioned that Restaurant Week is to be October 25 to November 7. 
 
Representatives from SHU have been invited to the next meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:33 a.m.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 4, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
. 
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