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Town of Fairfield 

Office of Community & Economic Development 
Minutes of Economic Development Commission Meeting 

September 2, 2021 
 

The Economic Development Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting 
via teleconference on Thursday, September 2, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kevin Lesko; Don Peterson; Jonathan Slavin; Justin Beck; 

Ken Hochhauser 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Alethe Fatherley and Steve Rosato 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; Matt Fulda, MetroCOG; Patrick Carelton, 
MetroCOG; Beverly Balaz, Fairfield Chamber of 
Commerce; Peter Penczer 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Minutes: The minutes of the August 12, 2021 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
Update on Covid-19 Response and Reopening Plan 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that due to rising COVID rates, masks would be required indoors 
regardless of vaccination status, and that Fairfield was coordinating this action with 
neighboring towns.   
 
His department has received one new application for a small business grant. To date, the 
Town has assisted eighty-one small businesses and committed over $322K in funding to 
help small businesses in response to the pandemic.  Mr. Barnhart reported that there is 
roughly $21K remaining to assist other small businesses. 
 
Report on the Draft Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
  
Mr. Fulda and Mr. Carelton explained that the study was a regional one and included 
input from six communities that make up the MetroCOG planning region: Bridgeport, 
Fairfield, Easton, Monroe, Trumbull, and Stratford. The goal of the study was to bring 
together public and private sectors of the local economy in order to create a roadmap that 
aims to diversify and strengthen regional economies. Using a power point presentation, 
Mr. Fulda and Mr. Carelton gave a brief explanation of the report. There will be an 
opportunity for public input at a meeting on September 15 and they expect to have the 
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plan ready to present to the state by September 30. A Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy (CEDS) also enables municipalities within the region to apply for 
federal grants to further economic development activities and projects. The expectation is 
that the development of this document will stimulate collaboration among the 
communities to the betterment of all. Mr. Barnhart will post a copy of the presentation 
and documents related to the CEDS on the EDC portion of the Town web site. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:35 a.m.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 7, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gretchen Goethner 
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