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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MEETING MINUTES OF October 17, 2018 

 

The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield, held a Meeting on Wednesday, October 17, 2018 at 

7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Museum & History Center Meeting Room, 370 Fairfield Beach Road. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Kate Maxham, Vice Chair; Catherine O’Donnell, 

Secretary; Richard D’Amico (7:18); Charlie Rowan;  

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Elizabeth Jones; Felicia Watson 

 

ALTERNATES: Jennifer Hauhuth; Nelson North; Milan Bull 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation Administrator; 

Edward Jones, Open Space Manager; Emmeline Harrigan, Assistant Planning Director; members of the 

public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING AGENDA, 

AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Kevin Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Gumpper appointed Jennifer Hauhuth 

and Milan Bull to sit as full members. 

 

I. CONSERVATION 

 

A. Bills and Communications 

 

1. H. Smith Richardson Conservation Fund – The commission acknowledged the status of the 

fund. 

 

2. Approval of Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes of May 16, 2018: Jennifer Hauhuth 

moved and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to approve the Inland Wetlands Meeting Minutes of 

May 16, 2018. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of June 6, 2018: Jennifer 

Hauhuth moved and Kate Maxham seconded to approve the Inland Wetlands Meeting Minutes of 

June 6, 2018. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of July 11, 2018: Charlie 

Rowan moved and Jennifer Hauhuth seconded to approve the Inland Wetlands Meeting Minutes 

of July 11, 2018. Motion passed unanimously. 
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5. Approval of Secretary’s Bill for May 16, 2018, June 6, 2018, and July 11, 2018: Catherine 

O’Donnell moved and Jennifer Hauhuth seconded to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill of 

May 16, 2018, June 6, 2018, and July 11, 2018. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Committee Reports: 

1. Subcommittee to Review Open Space Regulations: Committee Members Milan Bull, 

Elizabeth Jones, Felicia B. Watson, and Jennifer Hauhuth, and Catherine O’Donnell – Ms. 

O’Donnell reported that the Subcommittee met last month and they are considering putting 

together a compromise recommendation for an off-leash permitting program on some Open Space 

areas to present to the full Commission.  They plan to have one more meeting before a 

recommendation is presented at the December Conservation Commission meeting, with the hope 

that any newly approved program can be implemented in the spring.  Mr. Carey noted that the 

next Subcommittee meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 1, 2018, which should include 

public comment on the agenda.  

 

II. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. 319 NPS Watershed Management Grant – Mill River Watershed Based Management Plan 

Grant – Mr. Carey reported that they had a meeting last week with the steering committee.  He noted 

that their goal is to have a draft plan ready for public review in late November or early December.  

 

B. Save the Sound – 2018 Unified Water Study Application Grant - MOU – Mr. Carey noted that 

next week will be the last sampling date for the year. All the data collected between May and October 

will be entered into a computer database, and Save the Sound will generate a report based off of that 

data.  The report should be available in the spring.  

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Private Donation of the Secrist Family to the Fairfield Conservation Department to Fund 

Pollinator Meadow Restoration at Hoydens Hill –  

 

Mr. Carey noted that the Secrist family approached the Conservation Department earlier this year 

about the possibility of funding a Conservation related project in the memory of their son Tucker.  

While discussing possible projects, Mr. Carey presented a meadow restoration project that was at an 

implementation phase, but lacked funding.  The Secrist family held a fundraiser in June and raised 

$15,500 to be donated to the Town to use for this project.  Mr. Carey gave a brief overview of this 

project, noting that the Hoyden’s Hill Open Space area has about 4 acres of pasture fields that have 

become choked with invasive plants such as mugwort.  The goal would be to manage these fields in a 

natural way by replanting them with native pollinator flora, with an ultimate goal that this would also 

be a teaching facility for land trusts, other towns, garden clubs, schools, and for people who are 

interested in restoring native pollinator habitats.  

 

The Commission thanked the Secrist family for their generous donation. 
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Commissioner D’Amico arrived during the above discussion, so Jennifer Hauhuth is no longer sitting 

as a full member.   

 

B. Request to Construct Deer Fencing along existing Conservation Easement at 254 Sherwood 

Farm Road, Fairfield, CT  

 

Mr. Carey gave a brief background on the property, noting that neighbors have been repeatedly 

dumping within the Conservation Easement, leading the homeowner to request to construct deer 

fencing along a couple of the Conservation Easement boundaries.  It was noted that this fencing will 

also require a wetlands permit.  Mr. Noonan, attorney for the homeowner, gave a brief presentation 

explaining where the fence will be constructed.  Mr. Carey noted that there should be no adverse 

impact on the Conservation Easement from the construction of the fence, as the fencing was not a 

continuous enclosure, but it will prevent dumping in the Easement area, which is difficult to enforce.   

 

Milan Bull moved, and Catherine O’Donnell seconded, to determine that the proposed deer fencing is 

a consistent use of the Conservation Easement space, noting that the Commission is expressing no 

opinion whatsoever as to who is doing any dumping or encroaching, or whether there actually is any 

dumping or encroaching; and no opinion as to where property lines are.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

C. Update to the Town of Fairfield Plan of Conservation and Development –  

 

Emmeline Harrigan, Assistant Planning Director for the Town of Fairfield, gave a brief overview of 

the Town’s Plan of Conservation and Development.  This plan will be the primary local planning 

document that focuses on which areas that the Town should protect and preserve, and which areas the 

Town should be focusing on development.  It was noted that the last update to this plan was done in 

2000.  The state now requires that this plan is updated every 10 years.  They are currently in the 

process of updating this plan.  The target date for the adoption of the new plan is November 2019. 

Ms. Harrigan noted that she and Mr. Carey have discussed the possibility of having a public open 

space meeting where the public can discuss which areas they would like to see preserved.  The 

Conservation Commission agreed that it would be in the best interest of the town to coordinate this 

meeting between the Conservation, Wetlands, and Planning & Zoning.   

 

D. Proposed Pond and Pedestrian Trail at The Maplewood Senior Living Facility, Mill Hill 

Terrace  

 

Tom Ryder from LandTech gave a brief presentation on the addition of pedestrian trails on the 

property and the addition of a fountain and two aerators in the pond that are being proposed at the 

Maplewood Senior Living Facility on Mill Hill Terrace within Conservation Easement areas.  The 

pedestrian trails would be for public access as well as the facility residents.  It was noted that this 

proposal will need to come before the Inland Wetlands Agency as well.  More extensive grading is 

proposed for the trails to make them more accessible, and the fountain more aesthetically pleasing.   

 

Milan Bull moved, and Kate Maxham seconded to approve the concept of these trails for 

Conservation purposes, with the understanding that a wetlands permit will need to be submitted.  

Motion passed unanimously.    

 



Fairfield Conservation Commission October 17, 2018 

-4- 

E. Request of STAR 99.9 and Choice Pet’s Gathering of Paws to hold an event at Lake Mohegan 

on May 4
th

, 2019 from 11am-3am –  

 

Mr. Carey noted that this request was originally sent to the Parks & Recreation Department and was 

then sent to the Conservation Department for use of the Open Space.  Ms. O’Donnell noted that this 

event could be an opportunity to educate people of new regulations, if the proposed off leash permit 

program is approved.  Mr. Carey raised concerns that the Conservation Department does not have the 

staff available to host an event of this size. 

 

No one brought any motion to the table on this request.  Therefore, this request was not approved, 

and in essence, is denied. 

 

F. Submission of Technical Information Concerning a Proposal to Construct a Wireless 

Telecommunication Facility at 3135 Easton Turnpike, Fairfield, Connecticut – Informational  - 

Mr. Carey noted that the residents of the neighborhood have been talking directly to the First 

Selectman about this issue.  There is a public hearing set for the first week of November, which may 

be called off if an agreement can be reached.  It was noted that the Conservation Commission has no 

jurisdiction over the placement of the cell phone towers.  

 

G. 2019-2020 FY Conservation Budget Request – Mr. Carey noted that the budget request is due 

November 21, 2018.  

 

IV. INFORMATIONAL 

A. Conservation Crew Work Summary – Informational.  Mr. Jones reported that the crew has been 

working to clean up the damage from the recent storms and flooding.  Mr. Carey noted that they will 

be asking for funding in the proposed budget so that work can be done to take down trees that are 

beyond the capabilities of the crew.  

 

B. Greenfield Farms 2017 Annual Report – informational. 

 

V. OTHER  
Mr. Gumpper reported that the bridge at 1780 Bronson Road was washed away during the recent 

flooding.   

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made at 8:25 p.m. by Kate Maxham and seconded by 

Catherine O’Donnell.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 


