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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 16, 2018 

 

The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a Meeting on Wednesday, May 16, 

2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Museum & History Center Meeting Room, 370 Fairfield Beach 

Road. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Kate Maxham, Vice Chair; Catherine 

O’Donnell, Secretary; Elizabeth Jones; Charlie Rowan;  

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Felicia Watson; Richard D’Amico; Jennifer Hauhuth 

 

ALTERNATES: Nelson North; Milan Bull 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Brian Carey, Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation 

Administrator; Edward Jones, Open Space Manager; members of the public 

 

[N.B.: NUMBERING IN THE MINUTES BELOW CORRESPONDS TO THE MEETING 

AGENDA, AND REFLECTS THE ORDER IN WHICH ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED.] 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Kevin Gumpper called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES IF NECESSARY: Chairman Gumpper appointed 

Nelson North and Milan Bull to sit as full members. 

 

I. CONSERVATION 
 

A. Bills and Communications 
 

1. H. Smith Richardson Conservation Fund – The commission acknowledged the 

status of the fund. 
 

2. Approval of Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes of February 21, 2018: 

Kate Maxham moved and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to approve the Inland 

Wetlands Meeting Minutes of February 21, 2018. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

3.  Approval of Secretary’s Bill for February 21, 2018 Catherine O’Donnell moved 

and Elizabeth Jones seconded to approve the Recording Secretary’s bill of February 

21, 2018. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

4. Note: March 21, 2018 & April 18, 2018 Meetings Canceled 

 
 

B. Committee Reports 
 

1. Subcommittee to Review Open Space Regulations: Committee Members 

Milan Bull, Elizabeth Jones, Felicia B. Watson, and Jennifer Hauhuth, 

and Catherine O’Donnell - Ms. O’Donnell reported that the sub-committee 
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met on March 27.  The three topics they have been focusing on are the issues 

public safety, preserving natural resources, and regulation.  At a previous 

meeting, someone came in to speak about the Trout Brook Valley and how 

they have handled the issue of off-leash dogs. An online survey about the 

usage of Town Open Space is up on the town website, and has received over 

1000 responses.  They are aiming for another meeting in mid-June, and hope 

to have a recommendation for the Commission in October or November.   

 
 

II. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A .  2018-2019 Conservation Commission Budget Request – Mr. Carey reported that the 

RTM has approved the budget. 
 

B.  319 NPS Watershed Management Grant – Mill River Watershed Based 

Management Plan Grant (status) – Mr. Carey noted that he will have a conference call 

with them and the state next week to ensure that this project is moving forward. Harbor 

Watch started the monitoring associated with the grant last week. More information 

should be available mid-June. 
 

C.  CT DEP Diversion of Water Application No. 201709173 (Aquarion) – Notice of 

Public Hearing(s), May 16, 2018 at 6:00pm, with continuation dates of June 5 and 

June 6, 2018 if needed; Comment Period Ends May 25, 2018 – Mr. Carey noted that 

he is drafting comments to be submitted for the record.  This application proposes to 

move 1.5 million gallons out of the Bridgeport system through the Ridgefield pump 

station up to the Ridgefield/Danbury area.   
 

III. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Mitchell Ransden – Request to Construct Eagle Scout Project at Sturges Pond – 40 

Mill Hill Terrace (a/k/a 40 Bronson Rd) –  Mr. Carey provided some background on 

the project and asked Mr. Ransden to present his project to the Commission.  Mr. 

Ransden noted that he has a meeting in June with the council representative from the 

scouts to approve this project.  He has met with both Mr. Carey and Lynn Shavinsky 

from the Mill River Wetlands Committee to discuss this project and how it will benefit 

the community.  The current River-Lab program is conducted at Perry’s Mill Pond, 

which has become very overused and eroded over time.  They discussed moving part of 

the program over to Sturges Pond. The aim of this project would be to build a designated 

educational space at Sturges Pond.  This area would consist of a wooden platform and 6 

log benches.  Mr. Ransden distributed a diagram of his project and a materials list.    

A motion was made to grant approval to this project by Elizabeth Jones, and seconded by 

Charlie Rowan.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

B. Request of Greenfield Hunt Community to Remove Hazardous Trees along the 

existing Conservation Easement and Street Scape – Mr. Carey reported that he had 

been out to look at the trees on the property with Bruce McDonald and David Montague, 

arborist.  Many of the trees on the property have been damaged by storms or are rotting.  

Some of the trees are in the Conservation Easement, but many are not.  Many of the trees 

are ash trees.  A long term list of trees that need removal was submitted to the 
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Commission in a written letter, but of these trees, they have identified the trees that need 

to come down sooner.  A representative from the Greenfield Hunt Homeowners 

Association was present to ask that the Commission approve the first phase of the plan, 

which would be the trees that are starred with an * in the submitted letter. Most of the 

trees within the Conservation Easement will be left alone, it is only the ones on the fringe 

of the Easement that they would ask to remove.  Mr. Carey noted that the Conservation 

Easement on this property isn’t marked but that he feels he can work with Greenfield 

Hunt during this project to come up with a plan to mark the Conservation Easement, 

possibly with monuments.  
 

A motion was made by Kate to grant approval to remove the starred items on the letter 

dated April 25, 2018 to William Trutt, Bill Allen, and Bruce McDonald of the Greenfield 

Hunt Community Inc from David Montague of New England Horticultural Services, 

LLC, to the extent those trees are located within the Conservation Easement area and 

seconded by Elizabeth Jones.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 

C. Save the Sound – 2018 Unified Water Study Application Grant – Mr. Carey reported 

that the town has received a grant for the Unified Water Study through Save the Sound. 

They will be sampling twice a month between May & October, within 3 hours of dawn, 

at spots within Southport Harbor.  They did their first sampling yesterday.  He will send 

out sampling dates if any Commission members are interested in helping with the 

sampling. The data will be used to generate a Long Island Sound report card.  Mr. Carey 

has been in contact with their quality assurance people to go over the sampling.  
 

D.  Town of Fairfield Sustainability Plan – It was noted that Mary Hogue will present this 

topic to the Commission, but she was unable to attend this meeting.  This item will be 

tabled until the next meeting so Ms. Hogue can explain this plan to the Commission.   

 
 

IV. INFORMATIONAL 
 

A. Conservation Crew Work Summary: Informational.  Ed Jones reported on the recent 

work done by the Conservation Crew.  Highlights included the clean up the storm 

damage and some bridges that are in need of repair.  It is noted that the seasonal crew 

members started last week.  
 

B.  Aquarion Water Company – Environmental Champions Awards program – 

Informational.   

 
 

V. OTHER  
 

A.  Ospreys nesting in Ash Creek. Mr. Bull noted that earlier this week the male osprey that 

nests in the Ash Creek Open Space had become tangled in discarded fishing line and has 

died.  It is expected that this nest will fail this season.  The Commission discussed ways 

to bring distribute educational information to the public and bring awareness to the 

dangers of discarded fishing line on wildlife.  
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VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made at 7:41 p.m. by Elizabeth Jones and 

seconded by Catherine O’Donnell.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Neafsey 

 


