
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

DECEMBER 18, 2019 

 

FINAL MINUTES 
A regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 5:00 pm on Wednesday, December 

18, 2019 in the First Floor Conference Room, Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post 

Road, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

Members Present: First Selectwoman Brenda L. Kupchick, Selectman Thomas M. Flynn, 

Selectwoman Nancy E. Lefkowitz 

 

Others Present: Tax Collector David Kluczwski, Tax Assessor Ross Murray, Town 

Attorney Jim Baldwin, Chief Financial Officer Bob Mayer, Michael Fazio, Municipal 

Valuation Services, Attorney Bob Lotty 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER 

First Selectwoman Kupchick called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. 

 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3) MINUTES 

To consider and act upon the minutes of the regular meeting of December 4, 2019  

Selectwoman Lefkowitz motioned to postpone the item to a date certain of the next meeting. 

Selectman Flynn seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

4) REAPPOINTMENTS 

 To hear, consider and act upon the following reappointments: 

a) Burr Gardens Advisory Committee 

Robert Twardzik (U), 561 Pequot Avenue, term 11/19-11/22 

b) Harbor Management Commission (requires RTM approval) 

Kim Taylor, (D), 44 Craig Place, term 11/19-11/23 

c) Board of Health 

Diana Eva Morocz, (U), 618 Duck Farm Road, term 11/19-11/23 

d) Tree Warden 

Jeffrey M. Minder, term 11/19-11/20 

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz motioned to approve items 4a-d.  Selectman Flynn seconded the 

motion which carried unanimously, 3-0 

 

5) APPOINTMENTS 

To hear, consider and act upon the following reappointments: 

a) Affordable Housing Committee 

i. Helene Anne Daly (R) 48 Robson Place, tem 11/19-11/23 (to fill a 

vacancy for Solomon Briks whose term expired) 

ii. Joanne Romano (R) 694 Jennings Road, term 11/19-11/23 (to replace 

Gerard J. Stuhlman whose term expired) 

iii. Sheila M. Dravis, (D) 1194 Black Rock Turnpike, term 11/19-11/23 (to 

replace Vikki Cooper whose term expired) 

Selectman Flynn motioned to approve item 5i.-iii. Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the 

motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 
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b) Parks and Recreation Commission 

Caitlin Lee Henry Schmidt (R) 232 Melody Lane, term 11/19-11/24 (to fill a vacancy for 

Alexa A. Mullady whose term expired) 

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz motioned to approve the item.  Selectman Flynn seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

c) Board of Health 

Sally E. Connolly (R) 682 Tunxis Hill Road, term 11/19-11/22 (to fill a vacancy for 

Thomas F. Braun whose term expired) 

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz motioned to approve the item.  Selectman Flynn seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

d) Harbor Management Commission (requires RTM approval) 

i. Samuel Whitney Cargill (R) 144 Westway Road, term 11/19-11/23 (to fill a seat 

for James L. Harman whose term expired) 

ii. Eric G. Sundman (R) 51 French Street, term 11/19-11/23 (to fill a seat for 

Norman R. Marsilius whose term expired.) 

iii. Jacob M. Herschler (D) 1226 Pequot Avenue, term 11/19-11/23 (to fill a vacancy 

for Christopher R. Jennings whose term expired.) 

iv. Elizabeth M. Tritschler (R) 271 Westway Road, term 11/19-11/21 (alternate) 

(to fill alternate vacancy for Jacob M. Herschler who is being considered for a 

full time position) 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz motioned to approve item di.-iv. Selectman Flynn seconded the 

motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

e) Human Services Commission 

Suzanne Sharon Testani (R) 370 Woodridge Avenue, term 11/19-11/23 (to fill a vacancy 

for Bruce F. Carter whose term expired.) 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz motioned to approve the item.  Selectman Flynn seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

f) Ethics Commission (requires unanimous BOS & RTM approval) 

Dana Kery (R) 7 Green Acre Lane, term 7/19-7/21 (to fill a vacancy for David Bothwell) 

 

Selectman Flynn motioned to postpone this item indefinitely. Selectwoman Lefkowitz 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

g) FairTV Commission(requires unanimous BOS & RTM approval) 

Alexander Vishno (R) 61 Hemlock Hills North, term 7/19-7/22 (to fill a seat vacated by 

Kathryn L. Braun who was elected to the Town Planning & Zoning Commission on 

11/5/19) 

Selectman Flynn motioned to postpone this item indefinitely. Selectwoman Lefkowitz 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 
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h) Land Acquisition Commission 

Walter Anderson Bickers III (R) 75 Forest Avenue, term 11/19-11/23 (to fill a vacancy 

for Adam Y. Goodman whose term expired)Selectwoman Lefkowitz motioned to 

amend item 5h to appoint Walter (Trey) Anderson Bickers III (R) to fill the vacancy, 

as an alternate, and reappoint Adam Goodman (D) and Jeff Galdenzi (D) as full 

members. 

Selectman Flynn seconded the amended motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

6) TAX COLLECTOR 

To consider and approve an abatement of taxes for the 2014, 2015 and 2016 Grand List 

taxes due July 2015 –June 2018 for 21 and 63 Durrell Drive in the total amount of 

$25,848.88 

Tax Collector David Kluczwski said the original wording was incorrect. 

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to amend the wording in item six to say: To consider 

and approve an abatement of taxes for the 2017 Grand List taxes due, July 2018- June 2019 

for 21-23 and 63-65 Durrell Drive in the total amount of $8903.12. Selectman Flynn 

seconded the amendment. 

 

Mr. Kluczwski said two rental properties on Durrell Drive are owned by the Town and they 

are subject to a declaration of “restricted covenants” to be used for affordable housing. He 

said these residences need to be abated on a yearly basis as long as the properties are in 

compliance and this item is just to catch up and abate last year’s taxes. 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick said Operation Hope is looking to buy the homes on Durrell 

Drive to use as affordable housing. She said Operation Hope is also working with Community 

and Economic Development Director Mark Barnhart to modify language for other affordable 

housing units that Operation Hope owns to put four-year deed restrictions on all these units. 

Mr. Kluczwski said if the properties are purchased by Operation Hope they would not have to 

be abated on a yearly basis. 

 

Selectman Flynn asked if this is the only type of agreement the Town has with affordable 

housing units in Town.  Mr. Kluczwski replied yes, as far as he knows. Tax Assessor Ross 

Murray explained the process of the town agreeing to tax abatements in regards to affordable 

housing.  Selectman Flynn suggested there be a policy put in place so all affordable properties 

are treated the same. He asked the Tax offices for information on how many properties in 

Town are exempt and to forward him the ordinance from last June. He also asked if he could 

receive from the Tax Offices any policies to help do things better and more consistently 

regarding abatements and affordable housing. 

 

The motion, as amended, to approve the abatement carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

7) TAX ASSESSOR 

To hear, consider and authorize the Purchasing Authority to enter into the proposed 

contract with Municipal Valuation Services for property valuation services for the 

October 2020 grand list in an amount not to exceed $253,000.00.  Funding for this 

agreement is available in account #01003050-53200. 
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Selectwoman Lefkowitz made a motion to approve the item. Selectman Flynn seconded the 

motion. 

 

Mr. Murray explained the selection process and why Municipal Valuation Services was chosen 

over the other three companies that were interviewed by the Tax Assessor and Purchasing 

Director.  Selectwoman Lefkowitz asked the Tax Assessor to state for the record that this 

revaluation is mandated by the state every five years. 

 

Town Attorney Jim Baldwin said he has reviewed the contract between the Town and 

Municipal Valuation Services. Selectman Flynn said he is very happy a local company 

familiar with the Town has been chosen.  He voiced his concern for this revaluation stating 

this is going to be different from other revaluations so he said there needs to be increased 

communication to educate the public. Selectman Flynn read the Town Charter, Section 8.3, 

that describes Board of Finance responsibilities and the assessment system and said it would 

be appropriate for the Board of Finance to weigh in on this contract.  Mr. Baldwin said he will 

review the Town Charter and let the Selectmen know what his opinion is on this matter. CFO 

Bob Mayer stated that funding for this item is in the budget and the revaluation has to be 

completed by January of 2021. 

 

Selectman Flynn made an amendment for the item to state:To hear, consider and authorize the 

Purchasing Authority to enter into the proposed contract with Municipal Valuation Services for 

property valuation services for the October 2020 grand list in an amount not to exceed 

$253,000.00, subject to review by the Board of Finance at its January meeting and subject to the 

Town Attorney’s interpretation of the Statute in the Town Charter. Funding for this agreement 

is available in account #01003050- 53200. 

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the amendment.  She said this amendment is redundant and 

the first process is for the Town Attorney to give his opinion on whether or not the item goes 

to the Board of Finance. 

 

Selectman Flynn amended the item again to read: 

 

To hear, consider and authorize the Purchasing Authority to enter into the proposed contract 

with Municipal Valuation Services for property valuation services for the October 2020 grand 

list in an amount not to exceed $253,000.00, subject to review by the Town Attorney and 

perhaps subsequent to review by the Board of Finance if the Town Attorney deems necessary.  

Funding for this agreement is available in account #01003050-53200. 

 

Selectman Lefkowitz seconded the amendment and said it’s still redundant. Selectman Flynn 

then made another, final amendment for the item to read: 

 

To hear, consider and authorize the Purchasing Authority to enter into the proposed contract 

with Municipal Valuation Services for property valuation services for the October 2020 grand 

list in an amount not to exceed $253,000.00, subject to review of the Town Charter, Section 

8.3, by the Town Attorney and perhaps require the review of the Board of Finance based on 

the Town Attorney’s opinion. Funding for this agreement is available in account 

#01003050-53200.
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Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the amendment which carried unanimously, 3-0. The motion, as 

amended, carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

8) TOWN ATTORNEY 

To hear, consider and approve an agreement between the Town of Fairfield and Yale 

University for the purposes of authorizing Yale Occupational and Environmental 

Medicine Program to evaluate the risks and exposures of DPW employees related to the 

Construction Material Processing Facility and the use of material from the facility in 

various Town property and projects. 

 

Mr. Baldwin stated this would be an agreement with Dr. Carrie Redlich of Yale Occupational 

Medicine by the purpose stated by the First Selectwoman to hear the fears of Town employees 

such as DPW who have worked near and around the fill pile and the contents that have been 

distributed around the Town. Mr. Baldwin said employees will have interaction with Yale which 

will answer any questions.  He said employees will be interviewed and tested and findings and 

recommendations will be shared with DPW workers.  Mr. Baldwin said the maximum cost of the 

agreement is $12,000 with additional costs up to $4,000.  He said evaluations will hopefully be 

completed by the end of next month and they will be covered under Worker’s Compensation. 
 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz motioned to approve the agreement between the Town of Fairfield and 

Yale University. Selectman Flynn seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

9) FIRST SELECTWOMAN 

To approve Board of Selectmen meeting dates for Calendar Year 2020-the first and third 

Monday of each month at 4:00pm in the First Floor Conference Room, Sullivan 

Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz made an amendment to move the June 15 meeting to June 22 due to a 

conflict.  Selectman Flynn seconded the amendment. 

 

The schedule was reviewed and the dates are January 6, 21, February 3, 10, March 2, 16, 

April 6, 27, May 4, 18, June 1, 22, July 6, 20, August 3, 17, September 14, 21, October 5, 9, 

November 2, 16, December 7, 21. 

 

The amendment carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

Selectman Flynn motioned on the original item to approve the meeting dates as amended. 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz seconded the motion, as amended, which carried unanimously 3-0. 

 

10) FIRST SELECTWOMAN 

To approve Budget meeting dates for Calendar Year 2020 

a. Board of Selectmen Public Budget Hearing Dates: 

March 02 Monday 9:00am – 5:00pm* 

3 Tuesday 9:00am – 5:00pm* 

4 Wednesday 9:00am – 5:00pm* (snow day/if needed) 

*Includes a midday break. 
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b. Board of Selectmen Public Executive Sessions 

March 09 Monday 9:00am – Final Deliberations* 

11 Wednesday 9:00am – Vote* 

*No Public Comment 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick suggested voting on the budget on Monday, March 9 after final 

deliberations.  If another day is needed, Selectman Flynn suggested changing Wednesday, March 11 

to Tuesday, March 10.  First Selectwoman Kupchick motioned to amend item 10b to read: 
 

March 09 Monday 9:00am – Final Deliberations and Vote* 

 10 Tuesday 9:00am – Extra day if needed* 

*No Public Comment 

 

Selectman Flynn seconded the amendment which carried unanimously, 3-0. The main motion, as 

amended, carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

Selectman Flynn said the Board of Finance holds quarterly review meetings and suggests they be 

held jointly with the Board of Selectmen. First Selectwoman Kupchick said she’ll think this over. 

 

11) To consider and act upon tax refunds as recommended by the Tax Collector in the 

amount of $12,177.85 

Selectwoman Lefkowitz motioned to approve the tax refunds as recommended by the Tax Collector.  

Selectman Flynn seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

12) TOWN ATTORNEY 

Executive Session – Pending Litigation – Town of Fairfield vs. Padilla 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick made a motion to enter into private executive session at 5:04 pm.  

Selectman Flynn seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick made a motion to end private executive session at 5:05 pm. Selectman 

Flynn seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

First Selectwoman Kupchick made a motion to proceed with the Town Attorney’s recommendation. 

Selectman Flynn seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

13) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come before 

this meeting 

There was no other business discussed. 

 

14) Adjourn 

First Selectwoman Kupchick made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:06 pm. Selectman Flynn 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pru O’Brien 

Recording Secretary 


