
 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 
OCTOBER 2, 2019 

MINUTES 
 
 

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
October 2, 2019, in the First Floor Conference Room, Independence Hall. The 
meeting was recorded in its entirety by FairTV, Fairfield’s Education and Government 
Access Channel. 
 
Members Present:  First Selectman Michael C. Tetreau, Selectman Christopher W. 
Tymniak, Selectman Edward J. Bateson 
 
Others Present:  Mark Barnhart, Marlene Battista, Anthony Calabrese, Stanton Lesser, 
Sonal Rajan, Scott Walker 
 
1)    CALL TO ORDER  
 
First Selectman Tetreau called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 
 
2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    
 
Selectman Bateson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3) MINUTES   
 September 18, 2019 Regular Meeting 

 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
4) RECOGNITION 
 Recognition of Norma Pfriem Breast Center 20th Anniversary and Pink Pledge 5th 

Anniversary 
 
Ms. Battista said they are overwhelmed by the community support including public and 
private schools, town employees and the Senior Center and hope to raise $1m this 
year. She said early detection is the best prevention and noted the pinkpledge.org 
website for many events throughout the month. Mr. Tetreau presented a proclamation 
declaring October 2019 Pink Pledge month. 
 
5) RESIGNATIONS (for information only) 

Holland Hill Building Committee 
Giuseppe Michelangelo (U), 196 Figlar Avenue  
(Resignation Date: September 20, 2019) 
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6) TOWN ATTORNEY (requires Board of Finance and RTM approval and a 
report from Town Plan and Zoning Commission) 
(postponed from September 18, 2019) 
To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by 
the Director of Community and Economic Development: 

 
RESOLVED, that the Town of Fairfield purchase the property known as 
1020 Old Post Road, Assessor’s Map No. 180  Lot 3, from the Helen E 
McElroy Revocable Trust for the sum of $825,000 as more particularly set 
forth in real estate sales agreement between said parties; and 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED that a Bond Resolution entitled, “A Resolution 
Appropriating $1,200,000 for the Costs of Acquiring and Improving 1020 
Old Post Road to Expand Parking at the Main Public Library and 
Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds to Finance such Appropriation,” be, and 
hereby is, approved. 

 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded the 
motion. 
 
Mr. Barnhart said that since the last meeting the Town has received a written offer to 
purchase the front portion of the property and a revised parking lot layout has been 
created with less spaces.  He said the proposed purchase is contingent upon BOS, 
RTM, P&Z and the Historic District Commission’s approval. 
 
Library Board of Trustees Chair, Sonal Rajan, read a statement from the Board. She 
said the Trustees unanimously voted to support the Town’s purchase of the back lot and 
also agreed to spend up to $450k to construct the new parking lot that the Town would 
then maintain.  She said this addresses a long standing need for parking.  She said she 
would supply the Board with parking lot and street parking study data. 
 
There was extensive discussion on the purchase, right of way, costs and board 
approvals. Attorney Lesser recommended getting a Title Attorney’s opinion before 
proceeding. 
 
Selectman Bateson would like to see the Library Board of Trustees commitment letter, 
Purchase Offer and Agreement as well as the Board of Finance spreadsheet. 
 
Public comment – Jim Bernard 1000 Old Post Road, read the deed for the adjacent 
Town-owned lot from 1960 that states the adjacent lot  can only be developed as a 
public highway, right of way. He said it encroaches on two homeowners driveways and 
they’ve paid for maintenance although it’s the Towns responsibility and request it be 
denied because it violates deeded rights. 
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Mary Pat DiCarlo, representing the Kennedy Center who owns the property between the 
library and the subject property and who share a driveway with the subject property, 
have difficulty parking and wants the project slowed down until they receive additional 
information. 
 
Carrie Makover of 60 Knollwood Drive, and also speaking for Fairfield Senior 
Advocates,  said she is in support of the purchase of the property and expansion of lot 
and said additional parking will not visually impact the historic district view and urged 
the Board to support the purchase. 
 
Bill Hoff of 285 Hemlock Hills Road said he is in favor of the project and understands 
neighbors’ concerns. He suggested suitable landscaping such as evergreens to reduce 
impact on neighbors and down lighting use. He said it is for the extent of the greater 
good and doesn’t think the opportunity will come around again. 
 
Emily Williams of 915 Old Post Road said she is in not in favor. She said the Town has 
a duty to preserve and protect the Historic District and is concerned about setting 
precedent where other residents will sell a portion of their property to the Town. She 
asked them to consider designating senior citizen and moms with tots parking spaces.  
 
Suzanne Miska of 123 Ryegate Road said she is confused as to why the purchase is 
being fast tracked and wants more community outreach. 
 
Will and Ann Katis of 996 Old Post Road referred to consultant studies where municipal 
lots reduce property values and increase traffic. She submitted 650 petition signatures 
(added to meeting backup). 
 
Abigail Hanson of 162 Penfield Road said there are too many disjointed parking lots and 
too many trees being cut down. 
 
Jason Kuhl of 135 Old Post Road said there is no scientific parking surveys and asked 
why 49 spots were ok when the Library was built but are not ok now. He said it is ok to 
park on the road and there should be more designated handicap parking spots. He 
expressed concerned the Town will have to pay the Library’s cost surplus debt. 
 
Jennifer Andreasson of 981 Old Post Road said there is no reason for a special 
exception application to become a parking lot. She said she doesn’t trust the Historic 
District Commission.  She suggested moving high attendance events to the Woods or 
Pequot libraries. 
 
Helen D’Avanzo of 1446 Jennings Road said when the library was renovated that was 
all the spots we had at the time. She said libraries have changed and are now 
community centers with high attendance programs on top of regular library patrons and 
the finances seem to be a very minor impact to the Town.  
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Dana Kery of 7 Green Acres Lane urged the Board to listen to the neighbors. 
 
Peter Katis of 996 Old Post Road asked if it would be ok to build a parking lot in your 
back yard. 
 
Heather Dean of 919 Stillson Road said there are other solutions such as shuttle buses 
and asked if we are promoting car use or pedestrian use.  She said she does not 
support the purchase. 
 
The item did not pass 0-3. 

 
7) PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR 

To hear, consider and act upon a request from the Parks and Recreation 
Commission to require testing of all parks, fields and playgrounds under the 
Commission’s purview for contaminants, as approved by the Commission at its 
August 21, 2019 meeting. 

 
Mr. Calabrese reviewed the 21 additional park and field areas that have not been 
tested. Parks & Recreation Chair, Scott Walker, said the Commission is requesting 
everything under their jurisdiction be tested. 
 
Selectman Tymniak said there is nothing that indicates they are hot properties and are 
not on the top 20 list. He recommends going forward with testing but not paying 
expedited fees. Selectman Bateson said he agrees with the process. 
 
Public comment – Dana Kery of 7 Green Acres Lane said the fields were addressed in 
her posted emails and suggested they review her emails. She said we need to test and 
understand the scope of what the problem is, review work orders and interview every 
DPW employee. 
 
Bill Hoff Hemlock of 285 Hemlock Hills North supports the testing but said he would like 
to try and find out where the fill from the pile went instead of testing all the properties we 
have.  
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 
8) REVIEW AND APPROVE SELECTMEN COMPENSATION FOR THE NEXT 

TERM 
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded the 
motion. 
 
Public comment – none. 
 
The motion carried unanimously, 3-0. 
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9) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come 

before this meeting 
 

Selectmen Tymniak noted that it came to his attention that the Human Resources 
Director’s attorney’s license was suspended for nine months last year and during that 
time he negotiated two union contracts and received a $50k stipend. First Selectman 
Tetreau said he was aware of Mr. Hibson’s suspension through emails and suggested 
the Board ask Mr. Hibson to attend a future meeting to explain the suspension and what 
impact it had on his work. 
 
Selectman Tymniak questioned the hiring of a Reputation Advisor to assist with the 
communication surrounding the arrest of town employees and the fill contamination 
issue.  Selectman Tymniak questioned the Advisor’s Management Plan (added to 
meeting backup) and requested a copy of the contract and payments to the consultant.  
First Selectman Tetreau said that it was a serious and complex situation and the Town 
wanted to ensure that the emergency communication that went out was clear and 
accurate and that the Town owed the residents that.  Selectman Bateson questioned 
whether the hiring was to benefit the taxpayer or for political purposes.  
 
10) ADJOURN 
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:37p.m. Selectman Bateson 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sheila Tesei 
Recording Secretary 


