
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2019 

MINUTES 
 

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 18, 2019, in the First Floor Conference Room, Independence Hall. The 
meeting was recorded in its entirety by FairTV, Fairfield’s Education and Government 
Access Channel. 
 
Members Present:  First Selectman Michael C. Tetreau, Selectman Christopher W. 
Tymniak, Selectman Edward J. Bateson 
 
Others Present:  Mark Barnhart, Ed Boman, John Fallon, Emmet Hibson, Bill Hurley, 
Stanton Lesser, Christopher Lyddy, Robert Mayer, News12 

 
1)    CALL TO ORDER  
 
First Selectman Tetreau called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. 
 
2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    
 
Selectman Tymniak led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3) MINUTES  August 7, 2019 Regular Meeting 

a. August 7, 2019 Regular Meeting (postponed from September 4, 2019) 
 

Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 
b. September 4, 2019 Regular Meeting 

 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
4) APPOINTMENTS 
 To hear, consider and act upon the following appointment: 
 Ethics Commission (requires unanimous BOS vote and RTM approval) 
 Francis L. O’Reilly (R), 869 Valley Road, term 7/19 – 7/21 

(to fill a vacancy for Janice Carpenter whose term expired) 
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded the 
motion. 
 
Public comment – none. 
 
The motion carried unanimously, 3-0. 
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5)  DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS (requires Board of Finance and RTM 

approval) 
 To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the 

Director of Public Works: 
 
 RESOLVED, that a bond resolution entitled “A Resolution Amending and 

Restating a Resolution Entitled “A Resolution Appropriating $3,088,000 for 
the Costs Associated with Construction of Berm and Pumping Station and 
Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds to Finance such Appropriation” to 
increase the amount of the appropriation and bond authorization to 
$7,419,265” be, and hereby is, adopted. 

 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded 
the motion.  
 
The Board agreed to take Items 5 and 6 together.  
 
6) DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS (requires Board of Finance and RTM 

approval) 
 To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the 

Director of Public Works: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfield (the “Town”) has adopted at the request of 

the Water Pollution Control Authority a Resolution entitled “A Resolution 
Amending and Restating a Resolution Entitled “A Resolution Appropriating 
$3,088,000 for the Costs Associated with Construction of Berm and 
Pumping Station and Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds to Finance such 
Appropriation” to increase the amount of the appropriation and bond 
authorization to $7,419,265” (the “Amended Resolution”); and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Amended Resolution appropriated $7,419,265 for costs 

associated with the construction of a berm and pumping station to protect 
the Fairfield Waste Water Treatment Plant, the Animal Control Facility, the 
Fire Training Center and the Conservation Department Workshop (the 
“Project”); and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Town’s Water Pollution Control Authority has agreed to pay 

for the costs of the Project and the debt service on the bonds authorized by 
the Amended Resolution (the “Bonds”), but has requested that the Town 
pay one-half of the debt service on the Bonds; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Town has determined that it is appropriate that half of the 

debt service on the Bonds be paid from the Town’s General Fund and half 
from the funds of the Water Pollution Control Authority; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that one-half of the debt service on 
the Bonds as it becomes due shall be paid from the Town’s General Fund 
and one half by the Water Pollution Control Authority from its own funds and 
the obligation of the Water Pollution Control Authority shall be set forth in a 
memorandum of understanding with the Town satisfactory to First 
Selectman. 

 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve Items 5 and 6. Selectman Bateson 
seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Boman gave background on Item 5 and distributed a timeline to the Board 
and emphasized the Town will lose the grant money if we continue holding 
projects and will have to repay $1.3m because we won’t meet the State’s 
completion schedule. He said the Town has extended the project three times and 
cannot extend again. He said there are projects tied together with this including 
the micro-grid. He said they will reach their September 30, 2020, project date if 
they begin in November and work through the winter. He said the State took 
away money from other Towns who could not commit to the timing. Discussion 
continued on costs, grants and schedule. 
 
Selectman Bateson said he was hesitant to go forward without Public Works 
leadership and thought a new Public Works Director might have a better idea. 
Mr. Tetreau said it will take a few months to find a new Director.  
 
Mr. Mayer said the WPCA board voted last week to fund the additional costs and 
voted separately to make a request to the Town to pay half of those additional 
costs. He noted that the Town has the option of paying any percentage of the 
additional costs they want, including nothing. He said that should the Town not 
pay anything additional, the project would still go forward so long as the bond 
resolution is approved, with the WPCA paying all of the additional costs not 
covered by additional grant funds. 
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to table Items 5 and 6 to revisit at the end of the 
meeting. Selectman Bateson seconded the motion. 
 
Public comment on tabling the item – none. 
 
7) TOWN ATTORNEY (requires RTM approval and a report from Town Plan and 

Zoning Commission) 
To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution: 

 
 RESOLVED, that the Town of Fairfield sell a portion of the property known 

as 135 Pine Creek Avenue to 123 Pine Creek Associates, LLC for the sum 
of $66,000 as more particularly set forth in real estate sales agreement 
between said parties. 
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Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded 
the motion. 
 
John Fallon representing 123 Pine Creek Associates, LLC gave a description of 
the property. He said he has worked closely with the Town Attorney and 
Engineering and had a full real estate appraisal performed; and based on the 
property value, they entered into a contract that has been signed and submitted a 
10% deposit. He said there is no adverse use of Town property and a 
conveyance will enter it on the town tax rolls as well as benefiting his client. 
 
Selectman Bateson motioned to amend the resolution to add that “the proceeds 
of the sale shall be deposited into the Grace Richardson Trust Fund”. Selectman 
Tymniak seconded the motion. 
 
Public comment on amendment – Conservation Commission Chair Kevin 
Gumpper said Conservation has been using the Trust Fund and welcomes the 
money. 
 
The amendment carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
Public comment on item as amended – none. 
 
The motion as amended carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
8) TOWN ATTORNEY (requires Board of Finance and RTM approval and a 

report from Town Plan and Zoning Commission) 
To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by 
the Director of Community and Economic Development: 

 
 RESOLVED, that the Town of Fairfield purchase the property known as 

1020 Old Post Road, Assessor’s Map No. 180  Lot 3, from the Helen E 
McElroy Revocable Trust for the sum of $825,000 as more particularly set 
forth in real estate sales agreement between said parties; and 

 
 FURTHER RESOLVED that a Bond Resolution entitled, “A Resolution 

Appropriating $1,200,000 for the Costs of Acquiring and Improving 1020 Old 
Post Road to Expand Parking at the Main Public Library and Authorizing the 
Issuance of Bonds to Finance such Appropriation,” be, and hereby is, 
approved. 

 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded 
the motion. 
 
Mr. Barnhart referred to an aerial view of the property and explained the 
background. He said the Town worked with Engineering and proposed to split the lot 
to expand Library parking. He said it would double the current lot size of 49 spaces 
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and add 48 bringing a total of 98 spaces. He said the parcel is located in an historic 
district, subject to contingencies and is larger than the minimum lot size. He said it 
requires several board approvals. Several land uses and neighborhood concerns 
were discussed. First Selectman Tetreau suggested Mr. Barnhart present to the 
Library Board of Trustees. Mr. Lesser said he will update his the seller’s attorney, 
Peter Ambrose. 
 
Selectman Bateson motioned postpone the item to a date certain of the next Board 
of Selectman meeting of October 2, 2019. Selectman Tymniak seconded the motion. 
 
Public comment on motion to postpone. 
 
Ann Katis of 996 Old Post Road said it will impact her property and would like to 
have input. 
 
Kevin Gumpper of 315 Carroll Road suggested public comment before tabling. 
 
Public comment – Erica Minard of 1000 Old Post Road read language from the 1960 
deed records regarding conveyance and right of way. 
 
Jan Reber of Beaumont Street said you cannot create a conforming front lot if it’s 
split. 
 
Kevin Gumpper of 315 Carroll Road said the parking lot is always crowded and it’s a 
rare opportunity if we don’t buy now we’ll regret. 
 
James Miller of 128 Southport Woods Drive formerly of Old Post Road strongly 
disagrees and said it’s residential district piece of property even though Town used. 
He said you may not split residential use for commercial. 
 
Ann Katis of 996 Old Post Road said she never thought the Town would break the 
rules and believes it the worst idea. 
 
Jennifer Adreasson of 981 Old Post Road said the Historic District has a higher 
standard and a seven week timeline is insane. She said everyone needs to think 
long term and suggested a second level at the train station. 
 
Mark Barnhart said the plan was presented to neighbors, the lot will be conforming 
and he has reviewed with P&Z. He said 13 Library employees purchase parking 
permits for $4,000 annually. 
 
Rosina Negron, an Old Post Road resident and Historic District Commissioner, said 
it is a great example of a Craftsman style house and the parking lot would change 
the character. She said by allowing this nothing would prevent homeowners behind 
the Brick Walk from selling pieces of their property to do the same. 
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Bill Hoff of 285 Hemlock Hills Road North said there is no crosswalk for parents to 
cross the street with children and the current parking lot is extremely tight. He hopes 
the Library will contribute. 
 
Peter Katis of 996 Old Post Road said he thinks it’s a crazy idea. 
 
The motion to postpone carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
9) FILL PILE DISCUSSION 
 
Mr. Tetreau led with a statement and next steps. He proposed forming an environmental 
oversight committee.  He said he will ask the Ethics Commission to review the Code of 
Ethics in the Town Code and look at how to enhance it.  First Selectman Tetreau also 
noted that a confidential employee and public whistleblower hotline was in the process 
of being set up. He said the Ethics Commission would review the complaints and then 
pass them onto Human Resources department. In closing he said he has taken 
appropriate steps to ensure resident safety. Selectman Bateson asked Mr. Tetreau to 
post his statement online. 
 
There was further discussion on the criminal investigation and who knew what and 
when. 
 
Mr. Lesser cautioned Selectman Tymniak that his repeated reading of the arrest warrant 
in public implies that the information is true. He explained warrants are designed to 
persuade a judge of probable cause and allegations have to be proven in court. 
Attorney Lesser said there is no information in the warrant that says that the persons 
are guilty and that the Board should be very careful when making statements about 
people who are not public figures as the statements could be construed as slander. 
 
Chief Lyddy said Detective Hines did a great job investigating for two years. Sharing of 
information during the criminal investigation and the draft warrant were discussed. Chief 
Lyddy said First Selectman Tetreau told him that he didn’t want to interfere with the 
ongoing criminal investigation so Chief Lyddy said he then went to Human Resources 
Director, Mr. Hibson, with his employee concerns. 
 
Mr. Hibson said there weren’t issues in the draft warrant that he thought needed to be 
addressed immediately. He said the content only involved one employee and included 
illegal dumping, a credit memo and a subcontractor payment, all of which were 
previously known, and had nothing to do with forgery or contaminants. 
 
Mr. Lesser said he doesn’t remember speaking to Mr. Hibson regarding the matter but 
said if he did he would have told him it was an ongoing investigation and caution him 
not to interfere since no warrants had been issued. 
 
Selectman Tymniak said there were emails from Dana Kery to Mr. Michelangelo from 
2015.  Selectman Bateson said he would like to see the committee charge and thought 
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the Board should be involved with Tighe & Bond to improve transparency. First 
Selectman Tetreau said the Parks and Recreation Director, on behalf of the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, will make a request for additional field testing at the next Board 
of Selectmen meeting. 
 
Mr. Tetreau said the State’s Attorney’s Office left the Town out of the loop on the Public 
Information Session being held tonight at Sacred Heart University and doesn’t 
understand why. He said they scheduled on a night that conflicts with other Board 
meetings and wished they had coordinated with the Town to help publicize. 
 
Mr. Hibson said they tested and rolled out the ethics hotline today to department heads 
then will share with employees and the public. 
 
Public comment – Dana Kery of 7 Green Acre Lane said she is concerned about 
transparency and requested First Selectman Tetreau step aside and ask the other two 
Selectmen to take over. 
 
Arthur Hersh of 1 Oak Bluff Road said he didn’t see any figures in the contract the Town 
Purchasing Agent signed with Julian. He questioned the Town’s insurance coverage. 
 
James Millington of 245 Unquowa Road said Police Officers issue a warrant based on 
information they develop and is true and accurate to the best of their knowledge. He 
said there was a prior investigation regarding Mr.  Bartlett and the warrant was never 
signed and no one knows what happen to it.  
 
Jan Reber of 85 Beaumont Street resident said trust has been broken and First 
Selectman Tetreau was notified that Mr. Bartlett’s son worked for Julian. 
 
Selectmen Tymniak and Bateson caucused at 7:35 p.m. and the Board reconvened at 
7:39 p.m. 
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to untable Items 5 and 6. Selectman Bateson seconded 
the item which carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
Item 5   
[SEE RESOLUTION ABOVE] 
First Selectman Tetreau motioned to amend Item 5 to add “the Town agrees to pay only 
the $385k previously agreed to as part of this appropriation.” Selectman Bateson 
seconded the motion. 
 
Public comment on amendment – Dick Dmochowski of 241 Colonial Drive said WPCA 
minutes requested the Town pay half the debt and cautioned to properly word the bond 
resolution.  
 
Mr. Mayer said they will refer to Bond Counsel on any reconciliation needed. 
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The amendment carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
Public comment on item as amended – Jan Reber of 85 Beaumont Street said there are 
two more WPCA projects over budget. 
 
Dick Dmochowski of 241 Colonial Drive and chair of the Flood and Erosion Control 
Board encouraged the Board to approve the hardening project and said that Mr. Hurley 
and Ms. Pulie are more than competent to complete the project. 
 
Mr. Mayer stated that the next ten years of WPCA projects are in the waterfall and have 
been discussed at the Capital Planning Workshops. 
 
Michele McCabe of 3845 Park Avenue wished there had been more discussion why 
town is doing this. She said it is an important project and worth the investment and 
didn’t know why it is important to have a micro-grid discussion. 
 
Selectman Bateson explained this the project has been talked about for several years 
and that all the Boards and Commission have vetted and have had extensive 
conversations about the micro-grid benefits. 
 
The motion as amended carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
Item 6   
[SEE RESOLUTION ABOVE] 
Public comment – none. 
 
The item was voted down, 0-3. 
 
10) TOWN ATTORNEY 
 Private Executive Session - Pending Litigation – Town of Fairfield vs. Julian 

Development LLC 
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to enter into Private Executive Session at 8:00 p.m. with 
Attorney’s Hoffman and Lesser. Selectman Bateson seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously, 3-0. 
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to reconvene into Public Session at 8:29 p.m. Selectman 
Bateson seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 3-0.  No motions were made 
or votes taken. 
 
11) To consider and act upon tax refunds as recommended by the Tax Collector in the 

amount of $10,318.69. 
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 
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12) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come 
before this meeting – none. 

 
13) ADJOURN 
 
Selectman Tymniak motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. Selectman Bateson 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sheila Tesei 
Recording Secretary 


