
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

APRIL 3, 2019 

 

MINUTES 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 3, 

2019, in the First Floor Conference Room, Independence Hall. The meeting was recorded in 

its entirety by FairTV, Fairfield’s Education and Government Access Channel. 

 

Members Present:  First Selectman Michael C. Tetreau, Selectman Christopher W. Tymniak, 

Selectman Edward J. Bateson 

 

Others Present:  Anthony Calabrese, Justin Cathcart, Eric Lang, Cindy Vitale, Scott Walker 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER - First Selectman Tetreau called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Selectman Bateson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3) MINUTES  

To consider and act upon the minutes of: Regular Meeting of March 20, 2019 

 

Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

4) RECOGNITION 

Recognition of National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week  

 

Deputy Chief Smith gave background on the Call Center. He said there is a staff of 13 

telecommunicators that work 24/7, 365 days a year. He stated most dispatchers are the unseen 

part of the response team and are the first person you contact during an emergency. He said they 

have a difficult job to get the information from the caller, calm them down and relate instructions 

over the phone until the first responders arrive and receive a lot of training to do so. He said we 

rely on them to get appropriate assistance to the scene and provide coordination in major events.  

 

First Selectman Tetreau said our Fairfield Telecommunicators substituted during Christmas week 

for the Sandy Hook Telecommunicators to give them a break in their time of need. The Board 

commended them on their professionalism and dedication and presented Deputy Chief Lyddy the 

proclamation.  

 

5) FIRST SELECTMAN APPOINTMENTS (for information only) 

Parking Authority 

Richard E. Fitzgerald (R), 210 Henderson Road, term 11/17 – 11/22 

(to fill a vacancy for John Marson whose term expired) 

(Appointment Date: March 21, 2019) 
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6) APPOINTMENTS 

To hear, consider and act upon the following appointments: 

Sustainable Fairfield Task Force 

i. Peter Kraus (U), 152 Eastlawn Street 

 (to fill a new seat that was added when charge was revised) 

ii. Philip Levieff (IT), 3360 Sturges Highway 

(to fill a new seat that was added when charge was revised) 

 

Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve Item 6) i and ii. Selectman Bateson seconded the 

motion. 

 

First Selectman Tetreau thanked them for stepping up to serve and noted Fairfield has received 

the highest award in the State for sustainability and we need more people on committee for 

specific areas. 

 

Public comment – none. 

 

The motion carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

7) ROGER SHERMAN BUILDING COMMITTEE 

To hear an update from the Roger Sherman Building Committee 

 

Mr. Lang said the Committee proposed to move forward with Exhibits A and B which outlines 

items to be removed from the scope of work in order to bring project within budget and Exhibit 

C folds in estimated state reimbursement items. He said the revised estimated reimbursement is 

$92,500 or 2.9%. 

 

Mr. Lange said as a result of this and what it entails, he asked the Board to alleviate the building 

committee from their charge to pursue state reimbursement. 

 

Mr. Lang said the BOE agreed to alter the scope of work and received positive feedback from 

them. He said it was the overwhelming sentiment that the HVAC and life safety systems are of 

utmost importance and agreed to eliminate the stage aspect and defer to another time. 

 

First Selectman Tetreau said the Board has no issue with the approach the Building Committee 

has taken. 

 

8) PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

To hear a report on the redesign project for South Benson Marina 

 

Mr. Walker gave a history of the marina. He said since the survey has been done, the gas dock 

has been rebuilt, the parking issues addressed, a dredging schedule for this winter has been put in 

place and procedures have been addressed and cleaned up.   
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He reviewed RACE’s 2018 Report on the long term basin redevelopment plan and summarized 

their findings. It addressed strengths and weakness, maximum occupancy and infrastructure 

aging, challenging boat access, fairway width issue, gangway slope issue and lack of security.  

They presented this to the Commission at the Sub-Committee level and came back with seven 

designs requested by Sub Committee. It included adding finger docks that reduce spaces as the 

Sub-Committee tailored to the current population of boaters. He said the RACE Report gave an 

estimated probable cost of $7m for a complete rebuild, utilities were not included.  

 

The Board discussed contributing revenue to the general fund and outsourcing. First Selectman 

Tetreau requested the same presentation be made to Board of Finance and RTM and return to the 

Board of Selectmen so they can make a recommendation with their colleagues’ and boaters’ 

feedback. He would also like to know how other towns cover their costs and are funded. He said 

public safety is their number one obligation and priority in operating this facility. 

 

10) TAX COLLECTOR 

To consider and act upon tax refunds as recommended by the Tax Collector in the amount of 

$21,883.74. 

 

Selectman Tymniak motioned to approve the item. Selectman Bateson seconded the motion. 

The motion carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

11) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come before this 

meeting  

 

Selectman Bateson said he was disappointed that the Board of Selectmen do not have a directory 

of Commissioners and Boards contact information and said in the future they should be provided 

that information.  

 

Selectman Bateson asked that the Board hear from Joseph Michelangelo regarding the hardening 

project. 

  

12) ADJOURN 

Selectman Tymniak motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:37 p.m. Selectman Bateson 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 3-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Sheila Tesei, Recording Secretary 


