
 

Town of Fairfield 

Sands L. Cleary Fairfield, Connecticut 06824 Sullivan Independence Hall 
Director of Health Health Department 725 Old Post Road 

  (203) 256-3020 

FAX (203) 256-3080 

Minutes 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

December 9, 2019 

First Floor Conference Room 

Sullivan Independence Hall 

725 Old Post Road 

Fairfield, CT 06824 

 

I. Call to Order at 7:30 p.m. by Dr. Henry Yoon. 

Members Present:  Dr. Henry Yoon, Dr. Eva Morocz, Maryfrances DeSteno, APRN, Nick Aysseh 

Members Absent: Dr. Denise Walsh  

Also present: Sands Cleary, Director of Health; Jill Mitchell, Assistant Director for Public Health Nursing 

 

II. Minutes – Board of Health Meeting: November 18, 2019 

Nick Aysseh made a motion to approve the minutes of November 18, 2019 as amended with minor corrections; 

Dr. Eva Morocz seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

III. Reports:   

A. Sands Cleary, Director of Health 

Budget: We are currently moving through the budget process for the 2021 fiscal year. The proposed budget has 

been submitted to the finance department. The new budget includes a $10,000 request in the temporary payroll 

line for substitute nurses based upon a 3 year average. 

First Selectwoman Department Head Meeting: A meeting was held with the department heads and the First 

Selectwoman. Each of the department heads were asked to submit a departmental status document. The Health 

Department document included our work related to the fill use issues, a spreadsheet with our strategic plan 

priorities, goals and objectives and departmental operations including licensing, restaurant and daycare 

inspections, school nursing duties and flu clinic operations. 

DPH Annual Report: Due to the new format of the DPH Annual report we requested and received a one 

month submission extension to submit the annual report. 

DPW Request for Blood Testing: Yale’s Occupational and Environmental Medicine Group is reviewing 

documentation of the testing that has been conducted on the fill pile materials. Yale will then meet with the 

DPW staff to discuss a plan for the administration of baseline blood tests for DPW employees. 

 



Commissioners Semi-Annual Meeting: The DPH Commissioners Semi-Annual Meeting was held on 

October 20, 2019. The Commissioner presented on the following topics: 

EVALI (e-cigarette or vaping product use-associated lung injury) will now be tracked as a reportable illness 

by the CDC. There have been 38 cases in Connecticut, including 17 cases in Fairfield County and one death. 

New legislation passed that will require licenses for nail technicians, eyelash technicians and estheticians. 

Technicians that have worked for the past two years will be granted waivers for the licensing process 

requirement. The Health Department will be required to provide licenses and inspections for facilities that 

provide these services. The state will provide a uniform inspection form. 

The state also presented on a proposal to eliminate religious exemptions for vaccinations. Currently 6.8% of 

all schools, public and private in Connecticut claim religious exemptions. 

Finally, the state presented on PFAS (perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances), a chemical found in 

various products including firefighters foam and Teflon which can become an environmental contaminate in 

drinking water that can be related to some health effects.  An action plan has been developed by the state for 

the cleanup of releases and to minimize future releases with a focus on human health, education and 

community outreach.  

Fill Use Issues: Last week Director Cleary, several staff members and the Interim Director of DPW met with 

the First Selectwoman to provide a comprehensive review for each site where the fill materials have been 

used, the plan, the current status and outstanding issues that need to be resolved. Director Cleary shared some 

of the work that we have been doing, including responding to 337 emails sent to the “fill use questions” 

dedicated email address and 11 large FOIA requests. A complaint with the FOIA Commission was filed 

against the town regarding one request and the Town’s lack of a timely response. The Health Department has 

completed their portion of the request and is working with IT to develop strategies to expedite the process in 

the future.  The First Selectwoman was brought up to date and was in agreement with current strategies. 

Director Cleary updated the newly appointed Town Attorney on the fill pile issues and scheduled a meeting 

this week with the Town Attorney and a homeowner to discuss a private property. 

Emergency Management Team: Director Cleary and the Emergency Management Team met with the First 

Selectwoman today to review how the EMT functions, the roles the different departments play and how we 

coordinate events.   

A. Jill Mitchell, Assistant Director of Public Health Nursing  

PHN Staffing:  Four part-time nurses were hired to ensure adequate coverage for the nursing staff in the 

schools. 

IV. Communications: None 

V. Old Business: None 

VI. New Business: 

A. Election of Officers 

Nick Aysseh made a motion to nominate: 

Chairman:   Dr. Henry Yoon 

Vice-Chairman:   Dr. Eva Morocz 

Secretary:    Maryfrances DeSteno 

Dr. Yoon made a motion to approve the proposed slate of candidates; seconded by Dr. Eva Morocz. The 

motion passed unanimously. 



 

B. Proposed Board of Health 2020 Meeting Schedule: 

Director Cleary presented the 2020 meeting schedule to the Board. Nick Aysseh made a motion to adopt 

the 2020 schedule as proposed. Dr. Yoon seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

Being no further business, Nick Aysseh made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Dr. Eva Morocz 

at 7:55 p.m. Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Pattie Radding, Recording Secretary 


