
 

Town of Fairfield 

Sands L. Cleary Fairfield, Connecticut 06824 Sullivan Independence Hall 
Director of Health Health Department 725 Old Post Road 

  (203) 256-3020 

FAX (203) 256-3080 

Minutes 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

November 18, 2019 

First Floor Conference Room 

Sullivan Independence Hall 

725 Old Post Road 

Fairfield, CT 06824 

 

I. Call to Order at 7:33 p.m. by Dr. Henry Yoon. 

Members Present:  Dr. Henry Yoon, Dr. Eva Morocz, Maryfrances DeSteno, APRN, Bruce Carter 

Members Absent: Dr. Denise Walsh, Nick Aysseh  

Also present: Sands Cleary, Director of Health; Jill Mitchell, Assistant Director for Public Health Nursing 

 

II. Minutes – Board of Health Meeting: October 21, 2019 

Dr. Eva Morocz made a motion to approve the minutes of October 21, 2019. Maryfrances DeSteno seconded 

the motion, which passed unanimously. 

III. Reports:   

A. Sands Cleary, Director of Health 

Flu Clinic: 177 vaccinations were administered during the high-dose flu clinic held on Thursday, November 

14th.  A total of over 1000 vaccinations were administered during the course of three flu clinics. 

Fill Use Pile: The majority of the remediation at Gould Manor Park has been completed. Remaining areas 

include an area near the pond that is closed until remediation is complete and two small areas along the fence 

that were found to have elevated levels of arsenic. 

Remediation of Burroughs Park is almost complete. Excavation was done today. A total of twenty samples 

were taken. The first half of the samples came back clean and we are awaiting results of the next ten samples. 

The area will then be backfilled and seeded. 

Remediation of Jennings School will begin on Saturday, November 23rd.  The remediation is a joint effort with 

the Board of Education to remediate a small area between the soccer field and the playground and to remove 

the pressure treated wood borders of the two playgrounds and the soils under them. 

As previously mentioned two area around the ADA sidewalk at Mill Hill School came back positive for 

polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and interim controls have been put in place including a covering of the 

restricted area. 



Upcoming renovations scheduled for the spring of 2020 includes the removal of this sidewalk.  

The areas with elevated levels at McKinley School, Jennings Beach playground as well as a small area 

containing PCB’s behind the tennis courts on Old Dam Road will be remediated. The PCB’s on Old Dam Road 

may be a result of historical contamination from a transformer that was dumped in the area 30 years ago. 

Six of the 21 supplemental sites have been sampled and results are expected this week. 

DPW submitted a request to HR to conduct blood tests on their employees. The Health Department was asked 

to consult with HR. DPH was contacted and they connected us to Yale’s Occupational and Environmental 

Medicine Group. Initial discussions were held with DPH and Yale. A conference call will be scheduled with 

the Town, DPH and Yale to provide background. Yale has agreed to meet with the employees and develop a 

plan. 

Blight/Condemnation Board: As the Secretary on the Board, Director Cleary has held two full meetings and 

three citation hearings in October. We have been diligent in enforcing the blight ordinance and 4-5 new 

properties have been added to the agenda.  The next citation appeal hearing is scheduled for Friday, November 

22nd. 

Regional Bike-Share: A conference call was held with the region exploring another vendor for a regional bike-

share. Bridgeport and Stratford are moving ahead with a pilot program. The University of Bridgeport is 

planning again for a program run by Bird Electric Scooters starting this spring. The rest of the region is moving 

forward a little more slowly, including Fairfield which desires to consults with the new administration before 

progressing. 

Annual Reports: We have been working on both the DPH and the Health Department Annual Reports which 

will be completed by the end of the year. The annual report for the state that is typically released in July was 

released to us in October with an all new Accreditation style format. 

A. Jill Mitchell, Assistant Director of Public Health Nursing  

Flu Clinic: We administered 94 vaccinations at the Board of Education flu clinic. 120 additional vaccinations 

were administered at flu clinics by the nursing staff at individual schools across the district. 

Professional Development Day: Professional Development Day was held on Election Day, November 5th. 

Westport and Greenwich also participated. Eye assessment training was provided for the nurses by an 

ophthalmologist from Yale. An ER Doctor from Greenwich Hospital led an informative discussion on pediatric 

emergencies. A representative from DCF discussed human trafficking, including signs to observe for in the 

school setting. 

PHN Staffing:  Three nurses resigned recently; one full-time and two part-time. Currently, we are looking to 

hire four part-time nurses. In the interim, substitute nurses are being utilized. Extra coverage for nurse staffing 

was needed at the Stratfield School due to an ongoing increase in the number of office visits. 

Fairfield Public Schools Website: FPS updated their website to include contact information for the school 

nurses and links to the required Health Forms for the elementary, middle and high schools. 

Electronic Immunization Survey: There is a significant increase in the number of religious exemptions 

amongst nearly all the elementary schools for the 19-20 school when compared to last year. 

 

IV. Communications: None 

 

V. Old Business: Proposed Change to Fairfield Public Health Code Section 7.2: In order to resolve the 

ongoing CHRO complaint, a revision was made to the Fairfield Public Health Housing Code. The minor change 



of wording in the housing code will make it more consistent with the International Property Maintenance Code. 

The following change was presented to the Board: 

 

Current Fairfield Public Health Code Section 7.2: 

 

7.2         In every dwelling unit of two or more rooms, every room occupied for sleeping purposes by one occupant 

shall contain at least seventy (70) square feet of floor space for the first occupant and every room occupied 

for sleeping purposes by more than one occupant shall contain at least fifty (50) square feet of floor space for 

each occupant thereafter. 

 

Proposed changes the Fairfield Public Health Code Section 7.2: 

 

7.2          In every dwelling unit of two or more rooms, every room occupied for sleeping purposes by one occupant 

shall contain at least seventy (70) square feet of floor space for the first occupant and every room occupied 

for sleeping purposes by more than one occupant shall contain at least fifty (50) square feet of floor space for 

each occupant thereof. 

 

A motion was made by Bruce Carter to approve the change to Section 7.2 of the Fairfield Public Health Housing 

Code. Maryfrances DeSteno seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 

VI. New Business:  

Board of Health Candidates: Dr. Yoon brought up the topic of the composition of the Board of Health. 

There are currently two vacancies. Potential candidate names can be forwarded directly to the First 

Selectwoman’s office. 

Being no further business, Bruce Carter made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Dr. Eva Morocz at 

7:58 p.m. Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Pattie Radding, Recording Secretary 


