
 

Town of Fairfield 

Sands L. Cleary Fairfield, Connecticut 06824 Sullivan Independence Hall 
Director of Health Health Department 725 Old Post Road 

  (203) 256-3020 

FAX (203) 256-3080 

Minutes 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

October 21, 2019 

First Floor Conference Room 

Sullivan Independence Hall 

725 Old Post Road 

Fairfield, CT 06824 

 

I. Call to Order at 7:42 p.m. by Dr. Eva Morocz. 

Members Present:  Dr. Henry Yoon, Maryfrances DeSteno, APRN, Bruce Carter 

Members Absent: Dr. Denise Walsh, Nick Aysseh  

Also present: Sands Cleary, Director of Health; Jill Mitchell, Assistant Director for Public Health Nursing 

 

II. Minutes – Board of Health Meeting: September 9, 2019 

Bruce Carter made a motion to approve the minutes of September 9, 2019. Maryfrances DeSteno seconded the 

motion, which passed unanimously. 

III. Reports:   

A. Sands Cleary, Director of Health 

Flu Clinic: 774 vaccinations were administered during our annual flu clinic held on Tuesday and Wednesday 

October 8th and 9th.  Despite the high-dose flu vaccine being unavailable, attendance was good. 

Fill Use Pile:  Remediation is underway at Gould Manor Park. Upon completion of the project, the same 

contractor and procedures will be used to remediate Burroughs Soccer Field. 

The last of the testing results from the initial sites tested were received last week and plans for remediation of 

Jennings School are being finalized. Remediation of the site will require coordination between the Town and 

the Board of Education, since each will be responsible for the sites that they tested. The Town tested the soccer 

field at Jennings with one sample coming back positive. BOE tested the playground and plans to remediate for 

arsenic found in the wood trim around the playground. All remediation will be completed outside of school 

hours and when available as required. Eight sites will require action. 

A supplemental list of 21 sites has been finalized and sampling has started today. A conference call has been 

scheduled with the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection to discuss the sites on the 

supplemental list. Sites where materials were placed that are currently under a building will require 

coordinating with the Construction Manager for the State that managed the construction project and the 

Licensed Environmental Professional that was on the site during the remediation prior to construction. Sites 

located on private property will require coordination with the homeowner and proper notification. DEEP has 



not issued orders to the Town but they are providing guidance. 

DPH issued recreational soil exposure criteria specific to the town of Fairfield. DPH has had two standards: one 

for residential sites; the other for commercial/industrial sites. As allowed by State regulations, DPH provided 

these alternative recreational criteria that are specific to the compounds they are finding in Fairfield.  The 

recreational soil exposure criteria were announced last Thursday and are posted on the Town’s Fill Use Issue 

Website. Discussions will be held tomorrow with the BOE to discuss the effect that the new standards may 

have on the school sites. 

Fewer e-mails have been received on the Fill Use page on the Town website. Some of these e-mails are very 

detailed and responses often take several days to acquire the information for a response.                    

Questions were asked about the disposal of materials. Director Cleary explained that the materials are taken to a 

regulated land fill that is authorized to receive those types of industrial materials. 

A. Jill Mitchell, Assistant Director of Public Health Nursing  

Spot Vision Screener: The PTA Council has expressed interest in providing funds for the Spot Vision 

Screener. The cost is $7200. 

CPR Recertification:  Fifty three staff were recertified. The cost of the course was considerably lower than 

previous year’s fees at $25 per person. The instructor form AMR was very effective. 

Vaping: CT DPH has required that Vaping Related Lung Injury Illness be added to the list of reportable 

diseases.  It is included in the drop down menu in the nurse’s health office program as a reportable illness in the 

department data base. 

Electronic Immunization Survey: The state has introduced an online Immunization Survey to track 

immunization rates for compliance. 

Students Vaccine Exemption Rates CT DPH released the results of the 2018-19 School Based Immunization 

Rate Survey. The state saw an overall increase in religious exemptions from 2% to 2.5%. Ten of Fairfield’s 25 

schools in the survey exceeded that rate. In addition, CDC guidelines recommend 95% MMR vaccination rate 

for optimal protection at the school level; two of Fairfield’s public elementary schools fall below that rate. In 

February, a bill will be introduced to eliminate the religious or philosophical exemption. The nursing 

department will seek guidance form the state once this is in place. 

Flu Clinic: This year the flu clinic was held on a school holiday which resulted in an increase in the number of 

children attending. We have ordered more regular dose flu vaccine and the high-dose flu vaccine is expected to 

come in after November. Additional flu clinics will be scheduled to administer both high-dose vaccinations and 

for the Board of Education.  

IV. Communications: None 

V. Old Business: 

Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities Complaint: The CHRO complaint filed last year against 

the Town concluded the housing code in the town was discriminatory against families. To resolve the 

complaint, minor changes will be made in one section of the current housing code. The changes will reflect the 

current standards in the International Property Maintenance Code.  The final changes in the Town housing code 

and the resolution of any monetary restitution will be included on the agenda for the November Board meeting. 

VI. New Business: None 

Being no further business, Bruce Carter made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Maryfrances DeSteno 

at 8:10 p.m. Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Pattie Radding, Recording Secretary 


