
 

Town of Fairfield 

Sands L. Cleary Fairfield, Connecticut 06824 Sullivan Independence Hall 
Director of Health Health Department 725 Old Post Road 

  (203) 256-3020 

FAX (203) 256-3080 

Minutes 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

July 08, 2019 

First Floor Conference Room 

Sullivan Independence Hall 

725 Old Post Road 

Fairfield, CT 06824 

 

I. Call to Order at 7:38 p.m. by Chairperson, Dr. Yoon. 

Members Present:  Dr. Henry Yoon, Dr. Eva Morocz, Maryfrances DeSteno, APRN, Bruce Carter,  

Nick Aysseh. 

Members Absent: Dr. Denise Walsh. 

Also present: Sands Cleary, Director of Health; Jill Mitchell, Assistant Director for Public Health Nursing 

 

II. Minutes – Board of Health Meeting: June 10, 2019 

Nick Aysseh made a motion to approve the minutes of June 10, 2019. Dr. Morocz seconded the motion, which 

was passed with two abstentions. 

III. Reports:   

A. Sands Cleary, Director of Health 

Measles Tabletop Exercise: Sixty participants attended the Region 1 tabletop training and exercise at Penfield 

Pavilion on June 18. Representatives from the State reviewed the demands placed on the local health 

departments, health care systems and what to expect when measles cases are encountered. The table top 

exercise walked through various scenarios with representatives from hospitals, Public Health, EMS and 

outpatient clinics. Two health departments affected by contact tracing attended as well. Feedback received on 

the training was very positive. 

Housing Case:  Director Cleary, Zoning and Building department officials were subpoenaed to appear at a trial 

in Danbury concerning a Fairfield housing case regarding permit and rent disputes. We are waiting to hear back 

on the decision. 

Blight Citation Hearings: Blight Citation Appeal hearings were held for citations issued on two separate 

properties in town. Both cases have been granted extra time by the hearing officer to resolve the issues cited. 

Additional hearings have been scheduled for the continuation of appeals.  

P.O.D. Exercise: Nine staff members from the Fairfield Health Department participated in the Region 1 Point 

of Dispensing exercise as part of the Stratford/Trumbull/Monroe Mass Dispensing area on June 25 at Trumbull 

High School. The full scale exercise included Police, Fire, EMS and hundreds of volunteers to distribute 

antibiotics. Members of Fairfield Health Department were well represented with duties that including 



screening, running, evaluating, dispensing and command center activities during the exercise.  

Semi-Annual Commissioner’s Meeting:  Director Cleary attended the June 26 meeting in Hartford. The 

meeting outlined some of the administrative priorities of the new commissioner and announced the 10% 

decrease in the yearly per capita grant funding. The reduction in per capita funding will be slightly offset by an 

increase in the estimated population town. 

Current Grant Applications: The Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Medical Reserve Corps 2020 

Fiscal Year budget applications have been submitted to the State for approval. The final totals for the 2019 

MRC fiscal year expenditures have been submitted to the state and the expenditure totals for the Public Health 

Emergency Preparedness Grant are in the process of being finalized for submittal to the State.   

Yearly Departmental Goals: This year’s strategic plan activities will be used as the basis and have been 

submitted the First Selectman’s Office as our required for our yearly departmental goals. 

Board of Health Candidates: The current vacancy on the Board of Health remains open. Potential candidate 

names can be forwarded directly to the First Selectman’s office. 

Health Department Staffing Changes: Bronice Gage is taking on a Special Projects Coordinator position 

with the department. We are currently reviewing approximately 150 applications received for the part-time 

Data Entry/Reception Position opening in the department. Our goal is to narrow the field to 4-5 candidates for 

interviews. 

A. Jill Mitchell, Assistant Director of Public Health Nursing  

Summer School: Summer School programs are up and running; McKinley, ECC and the secondary special 

education students at Roger Ludlowe School started last week. The Safety Town and the early literacy 

programs started this week at Riverfield School.  

PHN Staffing: Currently PHN has three permanent 10 month part-time nursing vacancies in the private 

schools to fill for the upcoming school year. Assistant Director Mitchell has scheduled 20 applicant interviews 

for the positions in the next week. 

Comparative Statistics:  Between the 2017/2018 and 2018/2019 school years, there was a 3% drop enrollment 

and an increase in visits to the nursing office by 10% across the district. 11% of the nursing office visits were 

related to mental health issues. This is the first full year we have tracked the number of visits related to mental 

health. The PHN portion of the Health Department database is currently being updated and expanded to track 

the trends and statistics. 

 

IV. Communications: None 

V. Old Business: None 

VI. New Business: None 

Being no further business, Nick Aysseh made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Dr. Morocz at  

7:55 p.m. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Bronice Gage, Recording Secretary 


