
    

 

Town of Fairfield 

Sands L. Cleary Fairfield, Connecticut 06824 Sullivan Independence Hall 

Director of Health Health Department 725 Old Post Road 

  (203) 256-3020 

FAX (203) 256-3080 

Minutes 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

February 12, 2018 

First Floor Conference Room 

Sullivan Independence Hall 

725 Old Post Road 

Fairfield, CT  06824 

 

 I. Call to Order at 7:34 p.m. by Chairperson, Dr. Yoon 

Members Present: Dr. Henry Yoon, Dr. Eva Morocz, Dr. Thomas Braun, Maryfrances DeSteno, APRN,  

Dr. Denise Walsh, Bruce Carter  

Members Absent: Trisha Pytko 

Also present: Sands Cleary, Director of Health; Jill Mitchell, Assistant Director of Public Health Nursing, 

Hilary Dommu, Sacred Heart University 

II. Minutes – Board of Health Meeting: January 08, 2018 

Dr. Morocz made a motion to approve the minutes of January 08, 2018. Dr. Walsh seconded the motion, which 

passed unanimously. 

III. Reports: 

A. Sands Cleary, Director of Health 

Budget:  The Health Department Budget for 2019 remained level with one exception; an additional $12,000.00 

for substitute nurses to cover long-term medical leave for school nurses if necessary. The budget passed the first 

round with the First Selectman and Town C.F.O. The second round of the approval process will be with the 

Board of Selectman. 

Hoarding Case:  The owner of the home declared unfit for habitation reported on in December has passed 

away. The case will be turned over to probate court and to the family for resolution. The Health Department will 

still oversee the process and be called in to re-evaluate the home when it is ready to be declared fit for habitation 

again. 

CHRO Complaint:  A Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities complaint was filed against the Health 

Department alleging that the occupancy limits in the Housing Code are discriminatory against families. The 

judgment of the preliminary ruling and the appeal ruled against the Town. The next hearing scheduled to be held 

will work to resolve the issue with the Town Attorney, Director Cleary and the Hearing Officer. Director Cleary 

will present proposed changes to the housing code to the Board later in the meeting tonight. 

 



Flu Clinics:  At the request of the State, the Department held three Saturday flu clinics resulting in more than 

500 flu vaccines administered in the three clinics. The State will cover an administration charge for uninsured 

patients. 

Restaurant Complaint:  The Health Department received a complaint concerning blood on the wrapper and 

potentially on the food served at a restaurant on Black Rock Turnpike. The story made the local newspapers. The 

Health Department handled the complaint as we do all complaints: we verified the incident with an investigation 

onsite and ensured corrective measures were put into place. The incident was believed to be an unintended 

accident. Director Cleary worked with the ex-wife of the complainant to respond to her concerns and questions 

regarding the complaint.  

Grants:  Due to a seven-month delay in funding, the Preparedness Grant will remain level for next year. 

Funding for the Preparedness Grant will change dramatically in the following years with the distribution of the 

grant going largely to the region. Towns will be required to submit proposals and projects to be voted on by the 

regional health care coalition before funding will be distributed.  

In recognition of the previous success and efforts to improve the bike-ability of the Town, the State has offered 

Fairfield an additional $20,000 in State surplus funds for our Preventative Health Block Grant that will allow us 

to expedite our plans for the new “Library to Library” bike route signage, stripping and to finish the last of the 

work on the shoreline bike route. 

 Opioid Press Conference:  Director Cleary spoke at an opioid press conference in Bridgeport to launch a new 

initiative in the area along with the First Selectman and other local officials in the area. The Fairfield Health 

Department is currently working with Fairfield Cares Community Coalition to raise awareness of the epidemic 

in the cities, suburbs and rural areas. A new web page: www.fairfieldct.org/opioids has been created to bring 

awareness to the epidemic and compliment the social media campaign to be launched by Fairfield Cares.  

Community Health Assessment and Improvement Plan:  Director Cleary participated in the Data Haven 

Partners Meeting in anticipation of the launch of the Community Health Assessment Survey in the next two 

months. The Health Department will begin publically promoting the survey in hopes of reaching the goal of 250 

telephone survey participants in the town.  

Fairfield Cares Campaign: The Health Department will be participating in and helping to promote the Fairfield 

Cares social media campaign regarding the risks of alcohol to teens. The campaign is scheduled to be unveiled 

by Fairfield Cares in near future.  

 

A. Jill Mitchell, Assistant Director of Public Health Nursing:  

Flu Clinics: In addition to the 500+ flu vaccines administered during the three Saturday flu clinics held on 

January 27, February 3 and 10, many referrals are coming in during the week from local pediatric offices, 

pharmacies and other towns in the area. PHN has an additional 200+ flu vaccination available.  

 

IV.  Communications: None 

V. Old Business: None 

VI.   New Business:  

A. Sands Cleary, Director of Health 

Proposed Change to Fairfield Public Health Code Section 7.2: 

Reasoning:  Section 7.2 is inconsistent with the International Property Maintenance Code, which allows 

for sleeping rooms with more than one occupant to be sized at 50 square feet per occupant.  

Fairfield’s Code currently requires sleeping rooms with more than one occupant to have 70 square 

feet for the first occupant and 50 additional square feet for each additional occupant.   
 



 

Current Section 7.2: 

7.2 In every dwelling unit of two or more rooms, every room occupied for sleeping purposes by one 

occupant shall contain at least seventy (70) square feet of floor space for the first occupant and every 

room occupied for sleeping purposes by more than one occupant shall contain at least fifty (50) 

square feet of floor space for each occupant thereafter. 

Proposed New Section 7.2 (new language underlined, deletions in [ ]): 

7.2 In every dwelling unit of two or more rooms, every room occupied for sleeping purposes by one 

occupant shall contain at least seventy (70) square feet of floor space [for the first occupant] and 

every room occupied for sleeping purposes by more than one occupant shall contain at least fifty (50) 

square feet of floor space for each occupant thereof. 

 

Being no further business, Dr. Walsh made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Dr. Morocz at 8:11 p.m. 

Motion carried. 
 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bronice Gage, Recording Secretary 

 


