
**********FINAL MEETING MINUTES*********** 

BOARD OF FINANCE 

March 30, 2019 

 

The Annual Public Budget Comment Open Forum of the Board of Finance was held on Saturday, 

March 30, 2019 at 9:30 p.m. in the Auditorium at Fairfield Ludlowe High School, 785 Unquowa 

Road, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Becker, Christopher DeWitt, Thomas Flynn-Chair, Sheila 

Marmion, John Mitola, Elizabeth Zezima, James Walsh 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jim Brown-Vice Chair, Mary LeClerc-Secretary 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Members of the Public, FairTV 

 

I. Call to Order  

Chairman Flynn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and gave opening remarks. He 

explained the public comment meeting process and spoke about the State’s economy. Mr. Flynn 

then introduced the Board Members and explained the Board’s role with the budget.  

 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

III. Annual Public Budget Comment Open Forum 

 

Bud Morten, 290 Sasco Hill Road-He thanked the Board for the countless hours they devote to 

our Town and said Fairfield cannot afford to spend another $8 million on the BOE budget.  

 

Urb Leimkuhler, 83 Spruce Street-He is a Fairfield Senior Advocate and said FSA is a non-

partisan, all-volunteer citizen action group dedicated to making Fairfield more affordable for 

seniors. The FSA advocates on State and town budget/financial matters, senior-friendly housing 

and other programs important to seniors. 

 

Jan Reber, 85 Beaumont Street- He read a statement from Gordon MacKenzie about State tax 

legislation and the effects on residents.  

 

Beverly Silverman, 710 Rowland Road-She is a Fairfield Senior Advocate and said seniors feel 

they are being ignored and want a new and improved senior center. She asked the Board to read 

the Top Ten Committee report that the Senior Center submitted to the First Selectman’s Office 

in 2012. 

 

Jonathan Black, 38 James Street-He is a Fairfield Senior Advocate and said there seems to be a 

lack of funding for senior programs. He noted seniors’ contributions to the town. He asked the 

Board to take senior issues under consideration. He said seniors support children, but they also 

wants more funding for seniors. 

 

Joyce Lake, 17 Green Acre Lane-She is a Fairfield Senior Advocate and Senior Center 

Volunteer.  
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She said the Senior Center is out of date and asked the Board to please support  upgrades. She 

said Fairfield needs to step up its planning for future needs of the increased senior population. 

 

Owen Guernsey, 241 Brookside Drive-He is an Osborn Hill School Fourth Grade Student. He 

explained the STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art and math) classes and said they 

have taught him how to program robots and help him consider different careers. He said he 

loves the new special program. 

 

Bill Lenahan, 42 Alma Drive-He is a Fairfield Senior Advocate. He discussed senior citizen’s 

contributions and said the tax relief program is broken. He said many seniors are forced to 

remain in the workforce in order to stay in Fairfield. He urged the Board to meet with the RTM 

after finalizing the 2019 budget as seniors cannot wait another year. He said if seniors continue 

to leave Fairfield in greater numbers, remaining taxpayers will vastly suffer the increased taxes. 

 

Mr. Flynn said the Board did not table the Senior Tax Relief Program. He said the town attorney 

said the way the town currently handles the tax program is illegal and the process has been 

wrong all those years. He said a better program will be designed to move the senior tax program 

forward. Mr. Flynn said the Board was concerned with several elements of the program—its 

legality, costs, administration, effectiveness and objectives. He said it is too late for a revamped 

program to be enacted this year and wants it to be done right in time for next year’s budget. He 

said there has been several conversations between the Board and the RTM and clarified the 

process because of misinformation he’s heard from the public. 

 

Mike Herrington, 93 Rolling Ridge Road-He read the Marina Commission minutes regarding 

the channel dredging and noted the timeline. He said he doesn’t know which department is in 

charge of getting the channel dredged, but it is unsafe. 

 

Doug Chavenello, 3 Brookfield Avenue-He spoke about the proposal for a major rebuild for the 

Marina. He said there is clearly an issue of maintenance. He said he doesn’t know how the 

Town can fund $10 million for a rebuild with State cuts and he added that it is not the right time. 

 

David MacKenzie, 505 Merwins Lane-He recognizes it is important to invest in Fairfield’s 

children, but he asked why the BOE budget is increasing year after year. He asked how the BOE 

can continue to request more funding when the State is making cuts to towns. He asked the 

Board and the RTM to do what’s necessary to fix this problem. 

 

Matt Hudson-He said the schools have so much energy and sense of community and he doesn’t 

want to lose that. He wants all Fairfielders, seniors and children to have services that they want 

and need. He wants everyone to value schools and doesn’t want to see a loss of services.  

 

Steve Baker, 22 Charles Street-He is in the Fairfield Ludlowe High School PTA and asked the 

Board to restore the $700,000 cut and pass the Superintendent’s original budget. 

 

Melanie Ross, 796 Riverside Drive-She is Roger Sherman’s PTA President and has two 

children attending Fairfield’s public schools. She asked the Board restore the $700,000 cut to 

maintain the schools which is essential for them to operate. She said the funding supports school 

arts and maintains safety of children and teachers. 
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Rabab Hussain Syed, 579 Judd Street-He said he moved to Fairfield because of the legendary 

school system. He said his children have benefitted from the school system and its wonderful 

programs. He said Fairfield is sought after directly because of this and it does affect your home 

values. 

 

Catherine Van Slyck-Giff, 75 Tahmore Court-She is a Fairfield Senior Advocate and said the 

Senior Center hasn’t had improvements in a decade. She said seniors want to stay here and 

asked the Board to provide a retention rate and promote seniors. 

 

Duncan Banfield, 208 South Benson Road-He is on the Board of Trustees for the Fairfield 

Public Library and said the library plays an exceptional role for its residents in the community. 

 

David Gray, 102 Dill Road-He is on the Board of Trustees for the Fairfield Public Library. He 

said the library attracts new families and is an amazing resource. He said the library needs to 

invest in new materials and continue to maintain its expert staff who are an important part of 

connecting the library to our community. 

 

John Wynne, 144 Harbor Road-He commented on three topics-fairness and equity for all, 

spending increases (how much is enough) and how to maintain the Town’s financial stability. 

Mr. Flynn thanked him for his work on the Strategic Plan. 

 

Ellen Blomberg, 100 Fairview Avenue-She said she is upset about the division that this meeting 

causes between seniors and education and that no one wants to support one over the other. She 

wonders if there is a different way to do this because she feels this comment session doesn’t 

seem productive. She said she moved to Fairfield because of the school system and that the 

young family population is a huge contribution to the town. She said there are some serious 

school building facility issues and would like to know about senior needs. 

 

Reini Knorr, 83 Alberta Street-She is an active volunteer and attended the Bigelow Center’s 

Valentine’s lunch that students participated in. She asked the Board to reinstate the $700,000 

BOE budget cut and invest in our children’s mental health which is of utmost importance. 

 

Everyone wished Mr. DeWitt a Happy Birthday. 

 

John Levinson, 883 Harbor Road-He said town spending is up 7%; BOE spending is up 21% 

even though student enrollment dropped by 5%. He gave kuddos to Mr. Tetreau for keeping the 

budget below inflation. He asked the Board to please cut the BOE spending. He suggests the 

BOE not add money to the rainy day fund that is 8-11% of the budget.  

 

Mr. Flynn said the Board is re-implementing the Fund Balance Committee and are at the target 

for the Fund. He said discussions will continue regarding the AAA bond rating and the Town 

will continue to fund long-term obligations. 

 

Daun Lyon, 282 North Pine Creek Road-She said the elderly tax credits are much less expensive 

to keep seniors in town than what it would cost if they left. 

 



Board of Finance   Public Budget Comment Open Forum 

March 30, 2019        Page 4 

 

Lisa Vancho, 725 Galloping Hill Road-She asked the Board to restore the BOE budget in full, 

based on salaries, maintenance and pensions. She said any cuts do impact the children. 

 

Sharon Pistilli 107 Lota Drive-She is a member of the RTM, District 3 and said the BOE cut 

$100,000, but thinks this money allocated for indoor air quality should stay. She said the BOE 

has to invest now so there aren’t additional future costs to fund. She said the remaining 

$600,000 for school projects will cost more if delayed. 

 

Frank Sahagian, 20 Chelsea Street-He commends Central Office and BOE. He asked the Board 

to put $700,000 back in to the budget to help with all the unfunded State mandates. 

 

Gordon Mackenzie, 11 Palmer Bridge-He is a Fairfield Senior Advocate and addressed the 

negative effects State government is inflicting on seniors and property taxes. 

 

Board Members Comments: 

 

Elizabeth Zezima said she is pleased and honored to serve this town and is committed to 

Fairfield. She said Fairfield has been voted one of the best small towns and safest towns in 

Connecticut and has one of the lowest tax rates. She said she supports this budget and 

mentioned many of the town’s accomplishments over the last several years. 

 

Sheila Marmion said she sees the tremendous value the schools, libraries, Bigelow Center and 

social services offers to resident. She said there needs to be a balance between services and a 

fair tax rate and the need to make short-term investments. She said the paving budget has an 

effect on the roads and the Town has to play catch-up because of delayed maintenance. She said 

the Town has to invest in maintenance. She said the town found savings by making an 

investment in social work in schools because less children have to be outsourced. She said she 

looks forward to hearing more on the Strategic Plan. 

 

David Becker said there are some difficult decisions to be made. He said the goal is to keep 

Fairfield affordable and keep it the special place it is. He said that, hopefully, the right decisions 

will be made through the rest of the budget process. He thanked the public for the opportunity to 

serve. 

 

John Mitola said he appreciates the comments from seniors and what they would like more of 

from the Town of Fairfield. He said the budget increase over the last five years has been about 

2%. He said there is a struggle to keep high quality services in Fairfield despite the State’s fiscal 

problems. 

 

James Walsh said it was great to see seniors come out in a large advocacy group. He said the 

condition of the Senior Center’s bathrooms show no respect for the seniors and this 

administrations has to put funding in place to get the bathrooms done immediately.  He said 

paving needs to have a legitimate budget. He said the teacher union contract went up over 8% 

which is the largest driver of the BOE budget. He said he is concerned about the tax sale. He 

said the State has pushed down its financial problems to local communities and the coming 

years are going to be scary. 
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Christopher DeWitt spoke about the budget process. He thinks it is great seniors, parents and 

children can all speak at the public forum. He said not to rely on Facebook for data but to 

instead attend this meeting. He recognized the CFO and the town’s finance staff who he said 

provide the foundation for the budget. 

 

Chairman Flynn said there are 60,000 residents who all have different priorities that have to be 

balanced while still representing everyone.  He said having meetings like this are very helpful 

and the Board learns a lot from the public every year. He said the Board always takes the budget 

as a whole, makes decisions based on the best available facts and is proud of the process. He 

talked about things that are going to impact the town and the upcoming revaluation. He said he 

is advocating for the strategic plan. 

 

IV.  Adjourn  

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. DeWitt moved to adjourn the 

meeting at 11:12 p.m. Ms. Zezima seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 7-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary  


