
**********FINAL*********** 

BOARD OF FINANCE 

MEETING MINUTES 

February 5, 2019 

 

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Board of Finance was held on Tuesday, February 5, 2019, at 

7:30 p.m. at the Board of Education Administrative Offices, Seminar Room 295A&B, 501 Kings 

Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Becker, Christopher DeWitt, Thomas Flynn-Chair, Mary LeClerc-

Secretary, Sheila Marmion, John Mitola, James Walsh, Elizabeth Zezima 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jim Brown-Vice Chair 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Mark Barnhart, Nancy Byrnes, Anthony Calabrese, Brian Carey, Kevin 

Chamberlain, Thomas Cullen, Peter Grace, William Hurley, Dr. Toni Jones, Stanton Lesser, Robert 

Mayer, Joseph Michelangelo, William Riley, Michael Tetreau, Fairfield Citizen News, FairTV 

 

Chairman Flynn called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m.  Mr. Mayer led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  A moment of silence was held for Walter Flynn, a former Board of Finance 

member, and for Father Bill Sangiovanni, Principal and President of Notre Dame High School. 

 

1. To hear an update on Penfield FEMA reimbursement  

Mr. Flynn asked when the Town found out the $3.5m was denied and when an appeal was 

submitted.  He said some Board of Finance members were upset to learn this information through 

the Penfield Building Committee and not through the Town Administration. 

 

First Selectman Tetreau introduced Kevin Chamberlain of DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc. and Witt 

O’Brien’s Bill Riley who had worked on the Penfield Pavilion project and is preparing a 334-page 

appeal.  Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Reilly gave their backgrounds.   

 

First Selectman Tetreau gave a quick update and a current status on the appeal.  He said all letters 

from FEMA and the Town’s responses are posted on the Town website. He said the document was 

filed January 25, 2019 and was posted a week later on the Town website after a full response was 

received and completed.  First Selectman Tetreau explained how the appeal first goes to the State 

and then to FEMA.  He said October of 2014, FEMA submitted questions regarding the proposed 

protocol to which the Town responded within 60 days. He said the Town received a rejection in 

November of 2018 siting the grade beam height and the charge in scope. Mr. Chamberlain 

explained grading and V zone construction. 

 

Mr. Mayer said there is $200,000 of additional money in the Penfield account.  Mr. Flynn asked 

where the Penfield Building Committee’s responsibility begins and ends since the Committee has 

been disbanded. Mr. Mayer said the Committee is not involved in this appeal.  

 

Mr. Riley said his firm doesn’t believe there was a change of scope. He said the reconstruction of 

the Pavilion doesn’t require any additional environmental or historical review and he believes it’s a  

non-issue.  
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Mr. Riley said FEMA appeals are not uncommon and that many applicants receive disapprovals. He 

said if the Town does not have success with the first step, it should have success on the second 

appeal at the national level.  Mr. Riley explained that FEMA gives a grant to the State and the Town 

is the sub-grantee; he stated he believes the State will support the Town in its appeal. He said it took 

FEMA almost two years to respond to the Town.  He said most of Witt O’Brien’s fees are paid by 

FEMA and the firm will be reimbursed if the appeal is successful. Mr. Chamberlain said the Town 

didn’t violate the letter of guidance or intent document.  

 

Mr. Flynn said some members of the Penfield Building Committee were surprised and upset by this 

rejection because they had had the building raised according to FEMA standards, despite 

neighborhood concern.  Mr. Mayer said he was told the State was also surprised. 

 

Mr. Flynn expressed disappointment for not hearing this information when it was received.  He said 

the Board should have this pertinent information which may or may not impact its decision making 

regarding other projects. 

 

The Board took a break at 9:18 p.m. and reconvened at 9:25 p.m. 

 

2. To hear, consider and act upon the following recommendation to the RTM regarding the Senior 

and Disabled Persons Tax Relief Ordinance, “Amendments to Section 95, Article III of the 

Municipal Code of the Town of Fairfield, enacted by the Representative Town Meeting on 

September 23, 2013, February 23, 2015 and May 29, 2018, are hereby ratified and approved". 

 

Mr. Mitola motioned to approve the item.  Ms. Walsh seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Flynn would like to have a further discussion on this item in the spring.  He discussed creating a 

BOF Senior Tax Relief Committee.  Mr. Mitola suggested meeting after July.  

 

The motion carried unanimously, 8-0. 

 

3. NON-RECURRING CAPITAL – TEN YEARS 

To hear, consider and adopt a bond resolution entitled “A Resolution Appropriating 

$581,755 for the cost of a certain non-recurring capital project and authorizing the issuance of 

bonds to finance such appropriation.  
 

4. NON-RECURRING CAPITAL – FIFTEEN YEARS 

To hear, consider and adopt a bond resolution entitled “A Resolution Appropriating $915,000 

for the Cost of a Certain Nonrecurring Capital Project and Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds to 

Finance such Appropriation.” 

 

5. NON-RECURRING CAPITAL - TWENTY YEARS 

To hear, consider and adopt a bond resolution entitled “A Resolution Appropriating $3,240,000 

for the Costs of Certain Nonrecurring Capital Projects and Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds to 

Finance such Appropriation.” 

 

Mr. Mitola motioned to approve Items 3, 4 and 5.  Ms. DeWitt seconded the motion. 
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BOE discussion – Mr. Mayer explained waterfall comparisons and differences on both the BOE and 

Town side.  Mr. Cullen reviewed the information technology equipment.  Ms. Byrnes said IT’s 

Phase 1 project went well and she elaborated on the implementation and grant the BOE received. 

Mr. Cullen explained the HVAC building management system phases and Tomlinson flooring. Ms. 

Byrnes discussed the security system. 

 

TOWN discussion – Mr. Calabrese and Mr. Grace explained the Cart Path Improvements at H. 

Smith Richardson. 

 

Mr. Hurley presented the Southport Connectivity Grant Program and the Grasmere Pedestrian 

Improvement Design project and said both projects are funded by a grant and they both have the 

support of the neighborhood. 

 

Mr. Hurley said the there is no grant for the Congress Street Bridge Repair over the Mill River. He 

said the Brookside Drive new bridge design over the Mill River includes funding for design only 

and is 50% reimbursable. 

 

Mr. Barnhart presented the Stratfield Streetscape Enhancements and said that the Stratfield Village 

Association and possibly the new owners of the former Stratfield Market may also perform some 

work that would compliment the Town’s efforts and potentially reduce the project scope.    

 

Mr. Cullen discussed the security information structure, six tennis courts at FLHS and the FWHS 

Fitz House HVAC RTU 50 ton replacement. 

 

The motion carried unanimously, 8-0. 

 

6. To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of 

Selectmen: 

 WHEREAS, it is desirable and in the public interest that the Town of Fairfield undertake 

pedestrian safety improvements in the Southport/Post Road Business District with an estimated 

cost of $460,000, $360,000 to be funded through the State of Connecticut Department of 

Transportation (DOT) Community Connectivity Grant Program (CCGP) and $100,000 to be 

funded by the Town (State Project No. 0170-3513);  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Michael C. Tetreau, First Selectman of the Town 

of Fairfield, is duly authorized to enter into and sign contracts on behalf of the Town of Fairfield 

with the State of Connecticut  Department of Transportation  for the purpose of obtaining said 

grant funding; and  

 FURTHER RESOLVED, that the First Selectman is authorized to accept said grant, to provide 

such additional information and execute such other documents as may be required in connection 

with said grant, to execute any amendments, rescissions, and revisions thereto, and to act as the 

authorized representative of the Town of Fairfield. 

 

Mr. DeWitt motioned to approve the item.  Ms. Zezima seconded the motion. The motion 

carried unanimously, 8-0. 
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7. To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of 

Selectmen: 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to C.G.S. Section 4-66g, the Connecticut Department of Economic and 

Community Development (DECD) is authorized to extend financial assistance for economic 

development projects; and 

 WHEREAS, it is desirable and in the public interest that the Town of Fairfield undertake 

streetscape improvements in the Stratfield Village Business District with an estimated cost of 

$750,000,  $650,000 to be funded through DECD’s Urban Act grant program and $100,000 to 

be funded by the Town;  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Michael C. Tetreau, First Selectman of the Town 

of Fairfield, is duly authorized to enter into and sign contracts on behalf of the Town of Fairfield 

with the Connecticut  Department of Economic and Community Development for the purpose of 

obtaining said grant funding; and  

 FURTHER RESOLVED, that the First Selectman is authorized to accept said grant, to provide 

such additional information and execute such other documents as may be required in connection 

with said grant, to execute any amendments, rescissions, and revisions thereto, and to act as the 

authorized representative of the Town of Fairfield. 

 

Mr. Walsh motioned to waive the reading.  Mr. Mitola seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously, 8-0. 

 

Mr. Walsh motioned to approve the item.  Mr. Mitola seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously, 8-0.  
 

8. To hear, consider and act the following resolution as recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 

 RESOLVED, that the Town of Fairfield purchase a 3.6 acre undeveloped parcel known as 760 

Oldfield Road, Assessor’s Map No. 232 Lot 153, from George Henry Saum for the sum of 

$165,000 as more particularly set forth in real estate sales agreement between said parties; and 

 FURTHER RESOLVED, that the First Selectman be, and hereby is, authorized to expend fifty 

percent of the purchase price of said property, one hundred percent of said funds to be 

reimbursed by a CT Department of Energy & Environmental Protection Open Space and 

Watershed Land Acquisition Grant (OSWA-526) and that the First Selectman be, and hereby is, 

authorized to accept said grant and to execute any and all necessary documents to secure said 

grant; and 

 FURTHER RESOLVED that the remaining fifty percent of the funds for the purchase of said 

property be taken from the H. Smith Richardson Conservation Trust as approved by the 

Conservation Commission on January 17, 2018  and that the First Selectman be, and hereby is, 

authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to effectuate the use of said funds. 

 

Mr. DeWitt motioned to approve the item.  Mr. Mitola seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Carey reviewed the item, explaining the 14 points. He showed members a GIS photo of the 

property.  

 

The motion carried unanimously, 8-0. 
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9. To hear, consider and act upon any communications 

 

Mr. Mayer reported that the Town has made an offer to an applicant for one of the two open IT 

positions. He said it has been a struggle to fill these positions in this market. 

  

There being no further business to come before the Board, Ms. Zezima  moved to adjourn the 

meeting at 11:23 p.m. Mr. Walsh seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 8-0. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary  


